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US military 
intervention 
possible in 
Venezuela 

By Claudia Grisales 
AND Corey Dickstein 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Pentagon 
leaders on Wednesday delivered 
a message to House lawmakers 
that U.S. military intervention is 
possible in Venezuela as the crisis 
in the South American country 
intensifies. 

Acting Defense Secretary Pat 
Shanahan on Wednesday also 
made a last-minute decision to 
cancel a planned trip to Europe, 
citing the need to monitor the 
conditions in Venezuela, among 
other concerns. 

Remaining in Washington 
would allow Shanahan to better 
“coordinate with National Securi¬ 
ty Council and the State Depart¬ 
ment in Venezuela” and also work 
with the Department of Home¬ 
land Security on military support 
along the U.S.-Mexico border. 
Army Lt. Col. Joe Buccino, the 
acting secretary’s spokesman, 
said in a statement. 

“It’s extraordinarily fluid. It’s 
almost day-to-day,” Shanahan 
said of the Venezuela situation 
during a congressional hearing. 
“When people say all options are 
on the table, they really are.” 

On Tuesday, Venezuelan op¬ 
position leader Juan Guaido 
called for protesters to take to 
the streets to demand the ouster 
of the government of President 
Nicolas Maduro. 

The demand led to violent en¬ 
counters in the streets in the 
country’s capital city of Caracas 
between troops and protesters. 
By night’s end, Maduro claimed 
to have quashed an attempted 
coup. 

Shanahan’s Capitol Hill tes¬ 
timony mirrored comments 
Wednesday by Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo, who told Fox Busi¬ 
ness Network that “military ac¬ 
tion is possible” in Venezuela. 

SEE VENEZUELA ON PAGE 8 
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WARNING 

SIGAR says Afghans may not be ready for peace 

By Kathy Gannon 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Afghanistan may not be ready for peace 
unless it finds a way to reintegrate Taliban fighters into society, com¬ 
bat corruption and rein in the country’s runaway narcotics problem, 
a U.S. watchdog said Wednesday. 

The warning by Washington’s 
Special Inspector General for Af¬ 
ghan Reconstruction, or SIGAR, 
which monitors billions of dol¬ 
lars in U.S. aid to the country, 
came in the group’s new 
quarterly report that also 
discusses Afghan needs 
for the “day after” 

— once there is a 
peace deal with the 
Taliban. 

Over the past months, the US. has stepped 
up efforts to find a peaceful resolution to Af¬ 
ghanistan’s 17-year war and has been hold¬ 
ing talks with a resurgent Taliban. The 
insurgents, however, refuse to negotiate 
with the Kabul government, which they 
consider a US. puppet. The Taliban 
also continue to stage near-daily 
attacks, inflicting staggering ca¬ 
sualties, and now control about 
half the country. 


Report finds 
US stopped 
assessing who 
controls parts 
of Afghanistan 

Page 10 


Afghan National Army soldiers 
stand guard at a checkpoint in 
Kabul, Afghanistan on Sunday. 

Rahmat Gul/AP 
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Yongsan attempts 
mass neutering of 
feral cat population 



Matt KEELER/Stars and Stripes 


Justine Kihniey, a certified surgical technologist from Fredericksburg, Va., comforts a feral cat recovering 
from anesthesia after a surgery at \bngsan Garrison, South Korea, on Sunday. 


By Kim Gamel 
AND Matt Keeler 
Stars and Stripes 

YONGSAN GARRISON, South 
Korea — Volunteers led by a 
military spouse/animal welfare 
specialist rounded up dozens of 
feral cats over the weekend for a 
mass sterilization surgery to con¬ 
tain the growing population on 
this Army garrison in the heart 
of Seoul. 

The operation was the culmi¬ 
nation of a monthslong effort by 
Kerri Burrows, who noticed the 
problem after moving to Yongsan 
in July when her husband, an Air 
Force pilot, was assigned to the 
U.S.-led Combined Forces Com¬ 
mand based there. 

“It seemed to be an enormous 
amount of cats in comparison to 
other places that I’ve been,” she 
said, estimating that 200 cats 
are on Yongsan, which is spread 
over about 630 acres in one of the 
trendiest parts of Seoul. 

The issue has taken on urgency 
as the garrison is in the process 
of closing and eventually return¬ 
ing the land to the South Koreans 
after most US. forces moved to 
a new hub south of Seoul. Many 
buildings and stores already have 
been shuttered, leaving lots of 
empty space for the cats. 

The first hurdle was getting 
the Army to make an exception 
to a policy banning the release of 


stray animals on military bases 
so the felines could be returned to 
their original location after being 
sterilized. 

Trap, neuter, release, or TNR, 
programs are widely considered 
the most humane way to control 
feral cat populations, but it took 
four months to convince policy¬ 
makers — even with the support 
of the Yongsan command. 

“Policy was a big challenge for 
us,” garrison spokeswoman Julie 
Kelemen said Sunday. “It went 
to a legal review and veterinar¬ 
ian consultations ... but eventu¬ 
ally we came out with a policy 
that says that this is an approved 
program.” 

It’s impossible to know where 
the cats came from. Many are 
likely endemic to the area, which 
has been occupied by the US. 
military since the 1950-53 Ko¬ 
rean War and Japanese colonial 
forces before that. 

Officials also fear that some 
soldiers and other members of the 
military community may have 
abandoned pets, although none of 
those trapped over the weekend 
had microchips that would con¬ 
firm that. 

“It’s the right thing to do. Once 
we leave, the cats might not have a 
food source and that might lead to 
suffering,” Kelemen said. “Some 
have been left behind, and so it’s 
a problem we’ve created and it’s 
one that we want to solve in a hu¬ 


mane way.” 

Burrows, a native of Columbia, 
Mo., with two decades of experi¬ 
ence working with cats, finally 
got the go-ahead in February and 
began contacting South Koreans 
and Americans who had been pri¬ 
vately feeding cats. 

They began leaving food in 
open, metal traps so the cats 
would be unsuspecting when the 
time came to trigger the doors 
shut. Meanwhile, a local cat shel¬ 
ter, Nabiya Saranghae, recruited 
South Korean veterinarians to do 
the surgery pro bono. 

The garrison, which provided 
100 traps and an empty building 
that was turned into an operat¬ 
ing room, helped with an aware¬ 
ness campaign in English and 


Korean to encourage community 
participation. 

On Saturday, the effort came to¬ 
gether. Some 30 volunteers from 
the shelter as well as residents on 
the base fanned out and trapped 
76 cats. They also found one litter 
of five kittens, which was turned 
over to the shelter. 

All but three of the cats were 
eligible for the surgery, which 
was performed in a span of three 
hours Sunday by a team of 26 
South Korean veterinarians and 
assistants. They donated their 
time and equipment. 

“The vets were fabulous,” Bur¬ 
rows said. “Their incisions were 
impeccable. The cats were under 
anesthesia for a very little amount 
of time.” 


The cats were then safely re¬ 
leased after a recovery period. 

The president of the Korean 
Veterinarian Association agreed 
to repeat the effort, probably in 
the fall, so they can trap the cats 
that got away on Saturday as well 
as any kittens. 

Burrows, meanwhile, has a 
broader goal to persuade the mili¬ 
tary to change its overall policy. 

“If we can have a successful 
project here and reduce the popu¬ 
lation here at Yongsan then we can 
look at changing the guidance for 
pest control for the entire Army 
and there would be opportunity 
for other organizations to do this 
at other Army bases,” she said. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamei 
keeier.matthew@stripes.com 
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Sailors cheer Pence announcement on Truman 



Steve Helber/AP 


Vice President Mike Pence speaks to the media after a speech aboard the aircraft carrier USS Harry S. 
Truman at Naval Station Norfolk in Norfolk, Va., on Tuesday. 


Sailors told before Pence’s arrival 
to ‘clap like we’re at a strip club’ 


Stars and Stripes 

The USS Truman’s senior enlisted sailor told ser- 
vicemembers to “clap like we’re at a strip club” to 
welcome Vice President Mike Pence on Tuesday, a 
Navy spokeswoman confirmed. 

Brendan Ponton was on the scene Tuesday for 
Virginia television station WTKR to report on 
Pence’s tour and remarks aboard the ship, which 
was in Norfolk. He tweeted about the instructions 
the sailors were given: “Sailors being instructed to 


‘clap like we’re at a strip club’ when VP arrives (not 
kidding).” 

“We can confirm that this statement was made 
by USS Harry S. Truman’s Command Master Chief 
to Truman’s Sailors, prior to the arrival of the Vice 
President,” Lt. Cmdr. Laura Stegherr told CNN in a 
statement. 

She said the comment was “inappropriate, and this 
issue is being addressed by Truman’s leadership.” 

news(I)stri pes.com 


By Courtney Mabeus 

The Virginian-Pilot 

NORFOLK, Va. — The Trump 
administration is dropping its 
pitch to mothball the USS Harry 
S. Truman at its midlife point. 

Vice President Mike Pence 
made the announcement Tuesday 
during an all-hands call aboard 
the Truman at Naval Station 
Norfolk. 

“We are keeping the best carri¬ 
er in the world in the fight. We are 
not retiring the Truman,” Pence 
said, adding, “The USS Harry 
S. Truman is going to be giving 
’em hell for many more years to 
come.” 

That phrase — “give ’em hell” 
— is a reference to the carrier’s 
battle cry. 

Pence’s announcement, amid 
weeks of debate over the future of 
the carrier, was met with cheers 
from hundreds of sailors. A Pen¬ 
tagon budget proposal called for 
retiring the Truman halfway 
through its intended 50-year ser¬ 
vice life by skipping its mid-life 
refueling, scheduled to begin in 
2024. 

Bypassing that overhaul would 
save about $3.4 billion, the Navy 
estimated, money that it could re¬ 
invest elsewhere. 

That trade-off would have run 
counter to the Trump administra¬ 
tion’s plans to bulk-up the size of 
the Navy fleet to an eventual 355 
ships. 

It would also reduce the carrier 
fleet from 11 to 10 — a course re¬ 
versal from 2017, when President 
Donald Trump visited Newport 
News Shipbuilding and called for 
a 12-carrier fleet. Federal law 
also states that the Navy must 
keep no fewer than 11 operational 
aircraft carriers. The Navy’s own 
force assessment in 2016 included 
a requirement for 12. 

The proposal to retire Tru¬ 
man early, which came amid a 
deal to purchase two carriers at 
once, was strongly opposed by 
Hampton Roads lawmakers. Sen. 
Mark Warner, D-Va., called the 


original plan a “budget gimmick” 
in a tweet. “While I am glad the 
administration ultimately recon¬ 
sidered this terrible idea, the in¬ 
coherence here has not been good 
for morale or defense planning,” 
Warner wrote. 

Sen. Tim Kaine, a member of 
the Senate Armed Services Com¬ 
mittee, said in a statement that 
the decision was the “right call 
for our national security.” 

Rep. Elaine Luria, who served 
two years on the Truman and is a 
member of the House Armed Ser¬ 
vices Committee, said in a state¬ 
ment that retiring the Truman 
early would have been “an awful 
decision for Hampton Roads and 
America.” 

The fallout from canceling the 
Truman’s refueling, a four-year 
process called RCOH, would be 
felt not only at the Newport News 
shipyard but across the thousands 
of businesses that supply the 
shipbuilder across the nation. As 
the sole designer and builder of 
nuclear-powered carriers for the 
Navy, it is also the only shipyard 
capable of handling the RCOH. 

Pence told reporters following 
the all-hands call that he met with 
Trump at the White House on 
Tuesday morning. Trump “made 
the decision on the spot” after the 
two discussed the Truman and its 
sailors’ contributions to the Navy, 
Pence said. 

“The budget is always a de¬ 
liberative process,” Pence said. 
“People bring their best ideas 
forward. This is a president who 
committed our administration 
to rebuilding our military after 
years of budget cuts in the last 
administration.” 

The Truman and its crew set 
a record for dropping bombs 
against Islamic State during its 
2016 deployment and last fall be¬ 
came the first carrier in nearly 
three decades to operate in the 
Arctic Circle as a show of force to 
Russia. 


Documents reveal Turkish suspicions of US coup connection 


By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 

The Turkish government 
tracked the movement of US. 
troops inside Turkey as part of its 
investigation into an attempted 
coup in the country, where top 
political leaders have accused 
the US. of playing a behind-the- 
scenes role, according to docu¬ 
ments obtained by a group that 
monitors the government in 
Ankara. 

Turkish intelligence reports, 
which included information on 
US. drone operations, troop 
movements and counter-Islamic 
State operations involving Ameri¬ 
can personnel, were reviewed 
on the suspicion that they might 
have been involved in the failed 
coup, Nordic Monitor reported 
Monday. 

The organization, which in¬ 


vestigates happenings inside 
the Turkish government, sited a 
“trove” of Turkish intelligence 
documents in its report. 

“The secret probe helps feed 
into the Erdogan government’s 
false narrative which claims that 
the U.S. was the mastermind be¬ 
hind the abortive putsch,” Nordic 
Monitor said. 

The Turkish intelligence re¬ 
ports were incorporated into a 
prosecutor’s file as part of an in¬ 
vestigation into the 2016 attempt¬ 
ed coup in Turkey, the site said. 

Some of the details about U.S. 
military activities cited in the 
Turkish intelligence documents 
were about routine military mis¬ 
sions. For example, the reports 
described basic logistical move¬ 
ments between Incirlik Air Base 
and a Turkish army base in the 
southern city of Gaziantep. 

But the reports also contained 


information about more sensi¬ 
tive missions that detailed U.S. 
personnel overseeing the High 
Mobility Artillery Rocket System 
deployed in southern Turkey and 
operations involving the Shadow 
Tactical Unmanned Aircraft Sys¬ 
tem, Nordic Monitor said. 

Turkish prosecutors con¬ 
cluded the documents “were rel¬ 
evant to the coup investigation 
and ordered all intelligence and 
military documents to be incor¬ 
porated in the case file, making 
them part of the public record,” 
the site reported. “It helps the 
Erdogan government to spin con¬ 
spiracy theories around the coup 
attempt, with partisan prosecu¬ 
tors doing the bidding of the gov¬ 
ernment instead of searching for 
the facts.” 

U.S. tensions with Turkey are 
arguably at an all-time high, and 
the disputes are wide-ranging. 


Washington and Ankara are cur¬ 
rently at odds over Turkey’s plan 
to acquire a sophisticated Russian 
missile defense system, which the 
U.S. says poses a threat to NATO. 
In recent years, there also have 
been disagreements over the bat¬ 
tle against ISIS in Syria and the 
U.S. military’s close ties to Kurd¬ 
ish fighters that Turkey regards 
as an enemy force. 

Meanwhile, the 2016 attempted 
coup by elements of the Turkish 
military also laid bare anti-US. 
sentiments in Turkey as conspir¬ 
acy theories swirled in pro-Turk¬ 
ish government newspapers about 
the U.S. being behind the attempt 
to topple President Recep Tayyip 
Erodogan’s government. The US. 
has repeatedly denied any in¬ 
volvement and Turkey has never 
provided any evidence to back up 
the accusations. Years later, it’s 
still a point of contention. 


In 2018, a group of pro-gov¬ 
ernment lawyers in Turkey filed 
charges against several US. offi¬ 
cers associated with Incirlik Air 
Base, seeking their arrest for al¬ 
leged ties to terrorist groups. 

The lawyers also sought to halt 
flights leaving the base and ac¬ 
cess to execute a search warrant. 
While the case hasn’t advanced, 
it underscores the fraught state of 
affairs. 

In December, a U.S. ser- 
vicemember was detained at 
Istanbul’s Ataturk Airport for 
questioning by Turkish officials 
over accusations he had links to 
a U.S.-based Turkish cleric that 
Ankara says was a political force 
behind the attempted coup. The 
U.S. soldier, who was assigned to 
a special operations task force, 
was eventually released. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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'Buzzards' return to Aviano after deployment 


By Norman Llamas 
Stars and Stripes 

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy 
— Airmen with the 510th Fighter 
Squadron returned to Aviano Air 
Base on Tuesday after a six-month 
deployment to Afghanistan. 

The “Buzzards” deployment 
was in support of Operation Free¬ 
dom’s Sentinel and NATO’s Reso¬ 
lute Support mission. 

“While in Afghanistan, the 
Sloth’s mission was to defend the 
two busiest airfields in Afghani¬ 
stan, Bagram and Kandahar, as 
well as to support the premier 
counterterrorism wing, the 455th 
Air Expeditionary Wing and its 
partners,” 1st Lt. Danielle D. Lu¬ 
cero, a public affairs officer with 
the 31st Fighter Wing, said in a 
statement. 

Family members, friends and 
colleagues made the walk from 
the squadron’s headquarters, 
down to the hangars to greet their 
returning loved ones. Even some 
members of the local tail spotter 
groups were on hand to greet the 
arriving airmen and snap photos. 

“I think that the contributions 
the 510 FS team provided while 
deployed made a huge differ¬ 
ence,” said Lt. Col. Benjamin 
Freeborn, the forward deployed 
commander. “I couldn’t be proud¬ 



er of the entire Buzzard team. 

“We got to meet many of the 
teams that we provided direct 
close air support to throughout 
our deployment. They made it 
clear to us that our contributions 
meant a lot to them,” Freeborn 
said. 

The Buzzards provided the air 
support to ensure NATO forces 
can focus on their training mis¬ 
sions, while also targeting terror¬ 
ist groups, Lucero said. 

This redeployment included 
only a portion of the Buzzard 
team. The rest of the deployed 
servicemembers will be return¬ 
ing to Aviano in the next few 
weeks. 

llamas.norman@stripes.com 
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No new child care facilities in Navy budget 



Jonah Lovv/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


A teacher reads with her students at the child development center on Marine Corps 
Air Station Beaufort, S.C., in September. Lawmakers want Navy and Marine Corps 
leaders Tuesday to address a lack of adequate child care facilities. 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Navy and Marine 
Corps leadership were grilled Tuesday 
on Capitol Hill about why they had not 
planned for new child care facilities in the 
proposed fiscal year 2020 budget as thou¬ 
sands of families wait for openings. 

“What is the problem here about not 
providing more day care services?” asked 
Rep. Pete Visclosky, D-Ind., chairman of 
the defense subcommittee of the House 
Appropriations Committee. “You’ve got 
7,800 — over 8,000 people under your 
commands waiting for day care here. And 
there’s no plans in [fiscal year 2020] to in¬ 
crease that capacity.” 

About 68% of the Navy’s child care wait¬ 
list is in heavily populated installations, 
Visclosky said. He listed those areas as 
San Diego, Hawaii, the District of Colum¬ 
bia metropolitan area and Norfolk, Va. 

The Marine Corps has a waitlist of 573 
people, but Visclosky did not say where in 
the country the service is most affected. 

The Navy is not planning to add more 
child care development centers or family 
care homes in 2020, he said, adding that 
its number of facilities has not changed in 
two years. The Marine Corps is also not 
expanding its number of day care centers 
and has not for years. 

The Navy is increasing its day care 
spending on existing facilities in its fiscal 
year 2020 budget by $7 million, according 
to Visclosky. He said the Marine Corps is 


requesting to spend $11.8 million less than 
it did two fiscal years ago. 

“I think of people wanting to serve in the 
military and worried about their children” 
and will only be at a base for a few years, 
Visclosky said. 

Adm. John Richardson, chief of naval 
operations, said he agreed with Visclosky 
and reiterated what Navy Secretary Rich¬ 
ard Spencer said in his opening remarks 


at the hearing — that “you can recruit a 
sailor, but you’re going to retain a family. 
And a lot of those decisions are going to be 
made based on child care.” 

The Navy is meeting about 75% of its 
total projected child care need and “look¬ 
ing forward to expanding that capacity,” 
Richardson said. The quality of the child 
care is about right, he said, but it just 
doesn’t have enough. 


Officials have looked at providing subsi¬ 
dies for families to obtain child care out¬ 
side the Navy. However, for some areas 
around bases, it can be even more difficult 
to find service, he said. 

“The child care situation is even worse 
outside the gate,” Richardson said. “The 
waiting lists are longer and there’s even 
fewer spots being met.” 

Richardson said Vice Adm. Mary Jack- 
son, chief of Naval Installations Command, 
has put teams together to gather ideas on 
what to do. 

Visclosky questioned those efforts, say¬ 
ing, “but there’s no request for additional 
facilities in [fiscal year 2020]. When is this 
going to happen?” 

Richardson replied the Navy is going 
to “take a look at it ... maybe not with fa¬ 
cilities this time. We’re still studying the 
requirements to see that there are other 
creative possibilities, but we do agree with 
you 100% this is a chronic problem. We 
have to get after it.” 

Visclosky said he did not want to wait 
until fiscal year 2021 to reduce the backlog 
of servicemembers waiting for day care. 
The committee, he said, wants to work 
with the Navy and Marine Corps on fixing 
the day care problem in fiscal year 2020. 

“We’ll work with you and we’ll beat your 
timeline. And we do look forward to par¬ 
ticipating in the national problem that is 
child care,” Richardson said. 

kenne'y.caItiih(I>stripes.com 

Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 
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US set to unveil new Indo-Pacific strategy 


By Caitlin Doornbos 
Stars and Stripes 

The Department of Defense will reveal 
a new Indo-Pacific strategy at an interna¬ 
tional conference on defense in Singapore 
this month, according to a Tuesday report 
by U.S. Naval Institute News. 

Acting Secretary of Defense Pat Shana¬ 
han will discuss details of the new Indo-Pa¬ 
cific strategy at the upcoming Shangri-La 
Dialogue from May 31 through June 2, the 
report said. 

“Our National Defense Strategy and 
National Security Strategy identify the 
Indo-Pacific as the priority theater, and I 
think Secretary Shanahan will talk about 
that at Shangri-La and what it means to be 
a priority theater,” Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Indo-Pacific Security Affairs 
Randall Schriver said at a media round¬ 
table last week in Malaysia, according to 


USNINews. 

The Shangri-La Dialogue is a summit 
on defense in Asia where defense lead¬ 
ers “debate the region’s most pressing 
security challenges, engage in important 
bilateral talks and come up with fresh solu¬ 
tions together,” according to the summit’s 
website. 

The U.S. focus on the Indo-Pacific has 
grown over the past decade. In March, 
Shanahan testified before Congress that 
the 2020 DOD budget proposal was shaped 
by national security threats from China. 

Of the four states listed as threats in the 
2018 National Defense Strategy, half are in 
the Indo-Pacific region — China, for its ex¬ 
panding influence in the Pacific and mili¬ 
tarization of islands and reefs in the South 
China Sea, and North Korea for its nuclear 
weapons development. 

The current approach to the region “fo¬ 


cuses on three vital areas: economics, gov¬ 
ernance and security” to achieve a “free 
and open Indo-Pacific,” according to the 
State Department. 

“By free, we mean nations will be free 
from coercion and able to protect their sov¬ 
ereignty,” Schriver said in an August talk 
at the American Enterprise Institute. 

During that speech, Schriver said the 
current Indo-Pacific strategy is “not aimed 
at any particular country, but there should 
be little doubt that much of the Chinese 
behavior is demonstrating objectives that 
run counter to our objectives for a free and 
open Indo Pacific,” according to the DOD. 

Since 2017, the Navy has ramped up 
freedom-of-navigation operations, sailing 
regularly within 12 nautical miles of Chi¬ 
na’s claimed islands and reefs. 

Schriver last week said “there’s not nec¬ 
essarily an expectation that they roll back 


the land reclamation — what they’ve done 
on the island-building is done ... [but] we 
hope that they will not deploy additional 
military systems and in fact remove the 
military systems on these outposts,” ac¬ 
cording to the USNI News report. 

“It’s our intent to make sure that no 
one country can change international law 
or the status of the South China Sea,” he 
added, according to the report. 

Further information on what the new 
strategy might hold was not available 
Wednesday. 

The summit will open with a session on 
“the U.S. vision for Indo-Pacific Security,” 
according to the Shangri-La Dialogue 
agenda. Also on the agenda are Korean se¬ 
curity, “China and international security 
cooperation” and “preventing conflict in 
contested domains.” 


doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 


DMZ tours resume 
on S. Korean side 



Kim GAMEL/Stars and Stripes 


Tourists on the North Korean side of the Joint Security Area wave at reporters visiting the southern side 
of the truce village of Panmunjom on Wednesday as tours of the area resumed. 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

PANMUNJOM, South Korea— 
Interest was high on both sides of 
the border as the U.S.-led United 
Nations Command reopened the 
southern half of the Joint Security 
Area for public tours Wednesday 
after a seven-month delay amid 
nuclear talks with the North. 

The UN. Command, which 
oversees the area, has received 
more than 220 requests for tours 
since Seoul announced on Mon¬ 
day that they would resume, ac¬ 
cording to the security battalion’s 
commander. 

“We will be busy fast,” Lt. 
Col. Sean Morrow told reporters 
Wednesday. “Basically, it’s back 
to normal.” 

The UN. Command suspend¬ 
ed the popular tours to the area, 
which also is known as the truce 
village of Panmunjom, in October 
after the two Koreas agreed to de¬ 
militarize the buffer zone during 
their historic summit on April 27, 
2018. The resumption was timed 
to coincide with the summit’s 
anniversary. 

North Korea never stopped 
tours on its side, with the number 
of visitors fluctuating between 


100 and 900 people a week. Mor¬ 
row said. 

Visitors to both sides on 
Wednesday waved and took pho¬ 
tos of each other, and North Ko¬ 
rean soldiers marched down the 
steps of their main building as 
Morrow spoke several feet away. 

The new arrangements fall 
short of the ambitious agreement 
by President Moon Jae-in and 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un to allow visitors to move free¬ 
ly within the Joint Security Area 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

That plan has been delayed 
because the three sides have not 
agreed on a joint code of conduct 
deemed necessary for security 
purposes, UN. Command offi¬ 
cials have said. 

But the public will have access 
to more sites than had been previ¬ 
ously allowed, including the blue 
footbridge where Moon and Kim 
held a private chat and a pine tree 
that was planted by the two lead¬ 
ers last year. 

Morrow, who said the southern 
side had some 120,000 visitors 
in 2017, anticipated there will be 
eight to 12 tours per day. 

He also reiterated the UN. 
Command’s support for a far- 
reaching inter-Korean military 


pact that is part of efforts to im¬ 
prove relations between the two 
countries, which technically re¬ 
main at war after their 1950-53 
conflict ended in an armistice 
instead of a peace treaty. 

Soldiers have removed land 
mines and weapons from the 
area, which is the only site in the 
155-mile-long, heavily fortified 


border where both sides come 
face-to-face. 

“What once was a vibe of ten¬ 
sion is now a vibe of peace,” Mor¬ 
row said. 

“And I think that what you’ll 
see here is a place that can fos¬ 
ter trust building and confidence 
that, hopefully, can spread across 
the Korean Peninsula.” 


In a reminder of the danger, 
however, tours also will include a 
stop at a memorial for Cpl. Jang 
Myong-ki, a South Korean soldier 
who was killed by the North Ko¬ 
reans in 1984 during a clash as 
a Soviet defector fled across the 
area to the South. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 



Via Facebook 


Marine Pfc. Timothy Irvin, 23, of Hattiesbuig;, 
Miss., has been acquitted of the suffocation 
death of his wife, Glynis Shermaine “Necii” Irvin, 
in 2015. 


Marine acquitted in death but convicted of assault 


By Matthew M. Burke 
Stars and Stripes 

A Florida-based Marine was acquitted 
of the 2015 suffocation death of his wife 
while stationed on Okinawa but received 
a five-year sentence for subsequently 
assaulting a woman in Mississippi and 
related charges. 

Pfc. Timothy Irvin, 23, of Marine Avia¬ 
tion Training Support Group 23 at Naval 
Air Station Pensacola, Fla., was acquit¬ 
ted last month of killing his wife, Glynis 
Shermaine “Necii” Irvin, 19, who died at 
the couple’s Okinawa home on Aug. 31, 


2015, and making false statements to in¬ 
vestigators, according to court-martial 
records. 

Prosecutors alleged that Timothy 
Irvin had placed a hand over his wife’s 
nose and mouth, preventing her from 
breathing. 

Irvin was tried at Camp Lejeune, N.C. 

Irvin pleaded guilty to one count of 
aggravated assault with a force likely to 
produce death or grievous bodily harm 
in the Sept. 30, 2016, strangulation as¬ 
sault of a woman with whom he shares 
a child in his hometown of Hattiesburg, 
Miss., and one count of wrongful use of 


a controlled substance, oxycodone, the 
records state. 

Irvin was also found guilty of wrong¬ 
ful use of a controlled substance, co¬ 
caine, two counts of failing to obey a 
lawful order, restriction breaking, will¬ 
ful discharge of a firearm, absence from 
his unit and willful disobedience of a su¬ 
perior commissioned officer. 

Irvin received five years in prison, 
minus 610 days for time served, reduc¬ 
tion in rank to E-1, a dishonorable dis¬ 
charge and forfeiture of all pay and 
allowances, the records state. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 
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Military patients pursue a legal remedy 


Hearing addresses 1950 doctrine 
that bars suing over malpractice 



Carlos BoNciOANNi/Stars and Stripes 


From left, Army Green Beret Sgt. 1st Class Rich Stayskal; Alexis Witt, widow of Air Force Staff Sgt. 
Dean Patrick Witt; and Air Force veteran Rebecca Upe testify during a hearing on Capitol Hill in 
Washington on Tuesday. 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A Green 
Beret’s terminal Stage IV can¬ 
cer. An airmen’s routine ap¬ 
pendectomy turns fatal. A judge 
advocate general suffers multiple 
miscarriages. 

This is a sample of medical 
cases gone awry under the care 
of military doctors. 

But it doesn’t stop there. Pa¬ 
tients and their families aren’t 
allowed to sue for medical mal¬ 
practice. A special legal shield, 
known as the Feres Doctrine, 
blocks military servicemembers 
and their relatives from seeking 
recourse in court. 

“The hardest thing I have to do 
is explain to my children when 
they ask me, ‘This doesn’t make 
sense; how is this happening? ’ And 
I have no good answer,” Army 
Sgt. 1st Class Rich Stayskal, who 
is battling terminal Stage IV met¬ 
astatic lung cancer, said Tuesday 
in congressional testimony. 

“I say ‘That’s why I am coming 
up here to help convince these 
folks in Congress to change this.’ 
This doctrine has effectively 
barred hundreds of service- 
members and their families any 
chance to be made whole for re¬ 
ceiving negligent medical care.” 

Stayskal was one of several wit¬ 
nesses called before a subpanel of 
the House Armed Services Com¬ 
mittee to recount their stories of 
military medical care. 

In Stayskal’s case, doctors 
missed signs of his cancer for 
months until finally catching it 
in 2017. It has since spread to his 
neck, lymph nodes, spleen, liver, 
spine, hip joint and other areas. 

Now, the Green Beret with 17 
years of service is being separat¬ 
ed from the military. 

“The failure to detect my can¬ 
cer ...is a mistake that allowed 
an aggressive tumor to double in 
size and rob me, rob my life of my 
family, without any recourse,” 
Stayskal told members of the sub¬ 
panel on military personnel is¬ 
sues. “My children are definitely 
the true victims, along with my 
wife.” 

‘Would still be alive’ 

Alexis Witt painfully recount¬ 
ed to lawmakers the 2003 death 
of her husband. Air Force Staff 
Sgt. Dean Patrick Witt, following 
a surgical procedure. 

Following Witt’s appendectomy 
at Travis Air Force Base in Cali¬ 
fornia, a nurse administered a 
lethal dose of fentanyl and incor¬ 
rectly inserted a breathing tube 
into his esophagus. Witt subse¬ 
quently suffered from respira¬ 
tory and cardiac arrest and died 
after being in a vegetative state 
for three months. 

Witt’s wife said the same nurse 
was linked to at least three other 


deaths, including one before her 
husband died. 

“If the appropriate action had 
been taken on this nurse during 
her first lethal, negligent episode. 
Dean would still be alive today,” 
Witt told lawmakers. 

Despite his terminal illness, 
Stayskal has lobbied Congress 
for months, between bouts of 
chemotherapy, to reverse the 
Feres rule, inspiring Rep. Jackie 
Speier, chairwoman of the House 
Armed Services subpanel, to call 
for Tuesday’s hearing. 

Speier, D-Calif, said service- 
members deserve the same right 
to sue their medical providers as 
their spouses, other federal work¬ 
ers and even prisoners. 

“When our servicemembers 
suffer from medical malpractice 
— when doctors fail to perform 
or woefully misread tests, when 
nurses botch routine procedures, 
when clinicians ignore and dis¬ 
regard pain — servicemembers 
deserve their day in court,” 
Speier said. “When lives are 
disrupted, ruined and cut short 
by negligence, servicemembers 
deserve a chance to receive just 
compensation.” 

Rep. Trent Kelly, of Missis¬ 
sippi, the panel’s ranking Repub¬ 
lican member, urged the House 
Judiciary Committee to address 
the Feres Doctrine issue since it 
is under that panel’s jurisdiction. 
He also said ongoing revisions to 
the military health care system 
could address a series of new 
fixes. 

“Our servicemembers, who 
sacrifice so much, deserve the 
best medical care that we can 
provide,” Kelly told the service- 
members and relatives. “And we 
as an institution let you down.” 

The Feres Doctrine can be 
traced to 1950, when the Supreme 
Court issued a ruling in Feres v. 
the United States. Four years ear¬ 
lier, Congress had enacted the 
Federal Tort Claims Act allowing 
for citizens to sue the government 
for damaging acts of negligence. 
However, the court in 1950 — 
combining three cases of harmed 
servicemembers — determined 
the act was not applicable for mil¬ 
itary members “in the course of 
activity incident to service.” 

Since then, the court has in¬ 
terpreted the Feres Doctrine to 
mean that no active-duty ser- 
vicemember can sue the federal 
government, regardless of the 
circumstances. 

“It is disrespectful and shame¬ 
ful that for 69 years. Congress 
has refused to give them the same 
rights as everyone else,” Speier 
said. 

‘I was suicidar 

Rebecca Lipe, a former Air 
Force judge advocate general, 
was left with debilitating abdomi¬ 
nal pain, 10 related surgeries and 


permanent damage to her repro¬ 
ductive organs after wearing ill- 
fitting body armor during a 2011 
deployment in Iraq. 

Initially, doctors accused her of 
having an extramarital affair and 
contracting sexually transmitted 
diseases, Lipe recalled. That was 
followed by a series of medical 
mistakes, unnecessary surger¬ 
ies and an ordeal that would con¬ 
sume her health and family for 
years to come. 

“I was suicidal,” she told law¬ 
makers Tuesday. 

Eventually, Lipe, who now 
works as a civilian attorney, saw 
doctors in private practice who 
diagnosed her with injuries con¬ 
nected to her ballistic gear worn 
during deployment. The private 
doctors were able to correct eight 
areas of damage along her ab¬ 
dominal wall. 

“The civilian doctors ...at¬ 
tempted to reverse the unneces¬ 
sary medical treatment I received 
at the hands of the military medi¬ 
cal providers,” Lipe said. “But 
the damage was already done. I 
now deal with chronic abdomi¬ 
nal pain and complications due to 
that medical treatment.” 

Lipe and her husband could no 
longer conceive a child as a result 
of the damage, and underwent 
seven rounds of in vitro fertiliza¬ 
tion at a cost of $60,000. However, 
Lipe was still under military care 
when doctors at Andrews Air 
Force Base in Maryland missed 
her ectopic pregnancy, which re¬ 
sulted in an emergency surgery 
and loss of a fallopian tube. 

Following a subsequent miscar¬ 
riage, Lipe had to wait four days 
for Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center in Bethesda, Md., 
to remove the remains rather 
than undergo an emergency pro¬ 
cedure immediately. Then, the 
hospital lost the remains of the 
baby, Lipe said. 

After she left the Air Force, the 
couple saw a civilian doctor for a 
sixth round of IVF. Lipe finally 
delivered a healthy baby girl in 
July 2017. 

“I received a level of care I had 
never received while on active 
duty,” she said. 

During a final round of IVF, 


Lipe suffered near-fatal compli¬ 
cations and can no longer have 
children. 

Supreme Court-bound? 

The Feres Doctrine could also 
come before the Supreme Court 
in the near future. The court 
could soon decide whether it will 
hear a petition tied to a military 
medical malpractice case that 
looks to overturn the rule that 
bars servicemembers from suing 
the government. 

The petition is tied to the death 
of Navy Lt. Rebekah Daniel, who 
died after childbirth at Naval 
Hospital Bremerton in Washing¬ 
ton state in 2014. Her husband, 
Walt Daniel, filed the petition tar¬ 
geting the Feres rule. 

Rebekah Daniel, a labor and 
delivery nurse at the same hos¬ 
pital who was known as Moani, 


bled to death after giving birth to 
a baby girl, Victoria. 

Daniel’s Supreme Court peti¬ 
tion was filed in October after the 
9th US. Circuit Court of Appeals 
upheld a district court dismissal 
of the case. In the Supreme Court 
petition, Daniel’s attorney argued 
she was not engaged in her mili¬ 
tary duties at the time of her death 
or while she was being treated at 
Bremerton. 

As Daniel and others have 
learned, there are only two paths 
to changing the Feres Doctrine: 
the Supreme Court or Congress. 

“This isn’t just a matter of jus¬ 
tice,” Speier said. “It’s a question 
of accountability. Because behind 
the shield of Feres, DOD’s health 
providers act with impunity.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 
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Venezuela; Questions 
raised about US military’s 
potential role in Venezuela 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Shanahan was slated to meet 
later Wednesday with Pompeo, 
Marine Gen. Joseph Dunford, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, and others on the Venezu¬ 
ela crisis. 

Dunford, who also testified in 
the House alongside Shanahan on 
Wednesday, said the U.S. military 
was closely monitoring the ongo¬ 
ing situation. 

“The president has made it 
clear that all options are on the 
table,” Dunford said, as he testi¬ 
fied about the Pentagon’s fiscal 
year 2020 budget request to the 
House Appropriations Commit¬ 
tee subpanel on defense issues. 
“The situation is a little bit un¬ 
clear today from our perspec¬ 
tive between Maduro and Guaido 
— Guaido being the legitimate 
member of the government. We’re 
doing what we can now to collect 
intelligence to make sure we have 
good visibility on what’s happen¬ 
ing down in Venezuela and be 
prepared to support the president 
should he require more from the 
U.S. military.” 

The comments come a day after 
President Donald Trump wrote 
on Twitter that he was closely 
monitoring the situation in Ven¬ 
ezuela. On Tuesday, Trump and 
Vice President Mike Pence said 
the United States stands with the 


people of the embattled country. 

Before Shanahan’s reversal on 
travel plans, he had been set for 
a short trip across the Atlantic 
Ocean to attend change of com¬ 
mand ceremonies for U.S. Euro¬ 
pean Command on Thursday and 
NATO’s supreme commander on 
Friday—positions Air Force Gen. 
Tod Wolters will assume from re¬ 
tiring Army 
Gen. Curtis 
Scaparrotti. 

Shanahan 
said in terms 
of Venezuela, 
top leaders 
have done 
exhaustive 
planning and 
there’s not a 
scenario for 
which they 
don’t have a 
contingency 
plan. They are 
also working 
Adm. Craig closely with 
S. Faller Colombia and 
U.S. Southern Brazil^ tak- 
Command j^g a regional 
approach, he 


We are 
in total 
support of 
diplomacy 
and we 
stand 
ready to 
support 
that 
effort. ^ 


added. 

“We’ve got the Cubans there, 
the Russians, the Chinese. Many 
dimensions ... this is not a time¬ 
table we control,” Shanahan told 
House lawmakers. “To the de¬ 
gree we can respond, alter our 



Carlos BoNciOANNi/Stars and Stripes 


Adm. Craig S. Faller, commander of U.S. Southern Command, testifies during a House Armed Services 
Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington on Wednesday. Also testifying at left, was Gen. 
Terrence John O’Shaughnessy, commander of U.S. Northern Command. 


tactics and take advantage of the 
situation, we will.” 

Not far from Wednesday’s 
House Appropriations Commit¬ 
tee subpanel hearing, another 
congressional panel was also rais¬ 
ing questions about the military’s 
potential role in Venezuela. 

Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash., 
chairman of the House Armed 
Services Committee, told mili¬ 
tary leaders for U.S. Northern and 
Southern Commands at a hearing 
before his panel that there have to 
be limits to the roles that the mili¬ 


tary could play in Venezuela. 

“I am concerned... that we 
would think there is some sort of 
role for the U.S. military given 
our history down there and given 
what we’ve learned about using 
the military to sort of change 
governments,” Smith said. “You 
do not see a role for the U.S. mili¬ 
tary in actually overthrowing the 
Maduro government, correct?” 

Adm. Craig S. Faller, com¬ 
mander of U.S. Southern Com¬ 
mand, told Smith that the military 
continues to work with its region¬ 


al partners and support diploma¬ 
cy efforts. He also said they are 
evaluating the potential evacua¬ 
tion of Americans in the face of 
increasing danger. 

“Our leadership’s been clear, 
it has to be ... a democratic tran¬ 
sition,” Faller said, waving off 
Smith’s concerns. “We are in 
total support of diplomacy and 
we stand ready to support that 
effort.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


Venezuelans take to the streets for second day of protests 


By Scott Smith 
AND Christopher Torchia 

Associated Press 

CARACAS, Venezuela — Wary Venezu¬ 
elans emerged on the streets of the nation’s 
capital Wednesday waving their nation’s tri¬ 
color flag and banging pots and pans, hop¬ 
ing to drum up momentum after opposition 
leader Juan Guaido’s bold attempt to spark 
a military uprising that has thus far failed 
to tilt the balance of power. 

Thousands gathered to demand President 
Nicolas Maduro’s ouster in what could be 
another critical day in the nation’s struggle 
between Maduro’s widely detested socialist 
government and Guaido’s opposition move¬ 
ment, backed by powerful allies like the 
United States but unable to secure the loy¬ 
alty of key factions, including the military. 

The dramatic events that led to violent 
clashes Tuesday between protesters and 
troops loyal to the embattled president 


seemed to indicate that there was no quick 
end in sight to the nation’s protracted power 
struggle. Guaido’s plans largely appeared 
to have floundered as high-ranking defec¬ 
tions failed to materialize. 

“I don’t want to say it was a disaster, but 
it wasn’t a success,” Marilina Carillo, 54, 
said, standing in a crowd of people blowing 
horns and whistles. 

As the protests got underway Wednes¬ 
day, security forces launched tear gas at a 
small group of protesters in the western Ca¬ 
racas neighborhood of El Paraiso. National 
guardsmen dismounted from motorcycles 
to disperse the crowd, firing rubber bullets. 
Demonstrators, some covering their faces 
against the tear gas fumes, grabbed the gas 
canisters and tossed them back. 

“Assassins!” one woman cried out. 

Guaido, speaking before a thick crowd of 
supporters elsewhere in the capital, urged 
Venezuelans to remain on the streets and 
begin taking steps toward a general strike 


to ramp up pressure on Maduro. 

“It’s totally clear now the usurper has 
lost,” he declared, despite the lack of mass 
military defections. 

The upheaval marks the most serious 
challenge yet to Maduro’s rule, though he 
has succeeded in keeping his grip on power. 
While he may be weakened as cracks within 
his inner circle begin to emerge—the direc¬ 
tor of the feared SEBIN intelligence agency 
broke with Maduro on Tuesday — he could 
also escape from the latest threat to make 
his contested rule more empowered. 

A defiant Maduro, who had been absent 
throughout most of Tuesday, emerged on 
state television late at night surrounded by 
his closest advisers and blasting Guiado’s 
move as a U.S.-backed coup attempt. 

“This cannot go unpunished,” he said. 

The bold and risky move by Guaido, 35, 
who is recognized by more than 50 nations 
as Venezuela’s rightful president, is likely to 
force Maduro to make a decision on wheth¬ 


er to let his adversary remain a free man. 

Giancarlo Morelli, of the British analy¬ 
sis group Economist Intelligence Unit, said 
Maduro faces peril whatever path he takes. 

“Failing to arrest Mr. Guaido would be 
perceived as an important sign for weak¬ 
ness from Mr. Maduro,” Morelli said. “But 
arresting Mr. Guaido risks a strong coun¬ 
ter-reaction from the US.,” which has been 
ratcheting up sanctions. 

Maduro supporters were also called to 
rally Wednesday in another round of duel¬ 
ing protests between both sides. Govern¬ 
ment workers wearing the socialist party’s 
red waited to be bused from state offices to 
a rally at the presidential palace. 

While Maduro maintains a devout core 
of fervent supporters first inspired by his 
late predecessor, Hugo Chavez, attendance 
at such shows of support is viewed as a re¬ 
quirement of their jobs. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Air Force's F-35A carries out first strike 



Chris DRZAZoowsKi/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


Two U.S. Air Force F-35A Lightning Us, like the one shown here 
in an undisclosed location, were used for the first time in combat 
Tuesday in a strike on an Islamic State tunnel network in Iraq. 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

A pair of Air Force F-35A 
Lightning II aircraft carried out 
an airstrike on an Islamic State 
tunnel network in northern Iraq 
on Tuesday, marking the service’s 
first combat use of the aircraft, 
the military said. 

The strike by the conventional 
takeoff and landing variant of the 
Joint Strike Fighters was conduct¬ 
ed deep in Iraq’s Hamrin Moun¬ 
tains, U.S. Air Forces Central 
Command said in a statement. 

Israel became the first to use 
the F-35 operationally last May, 
followed by the Marine Corps’ 
first attack with F-35Bs — the 
vertical takeoff and landing vari¬ 
ant — against Taliban targets in 
Afghanistan. 

Earlier this month, F-35s of the 
active-duty 388th and reserve 
419th fighter wings out of Hill Air 
Force Base, Utah, first deployed 
to A1 Dhafra Air Base in the Unit¬ 
ed Arab Emirates — the service’s 
third deployment of the aircraft 
and its first to Central Command, 
where they are assigned to the 4th 
Expeditionary Fighter Squadron. 

The aircraft previously de¬ 
ployed to Royal Air Force Lak- 
enheath and the U.S. Pacific 
Command area of responsibility 
in 2017. 


The Lockheed Martin stealth 
jet is the U.S. military’s most ex¬ 
pensive weapon to date, and the 
program that produced it has 
long been plagued by problems. 
The latest of those were serious 
flaws in the supply chain for spare 
parts, outlined in a Government 
Accountability Office report last 
week. 

In their Air Force combat 
debut, the jets used a Joint Di¬ 
rect Attack Munition against an 


ISIS tunnel network and weap¬ 
ons cache in an area called Wadi 
Ashai, where Iraqi and coalition 
forces have been battling ISIS 
sleeper cells. 

Coalition officials said they 
believe ISIS has been moving 
materiel and people through the 
mountainous area to support its 
resurgent operations. 

Backed by coalition forces, 
Iraqi counterterrorism units 
launched an attack on ISIS cells 


and a support base in the same 
area last week. Operation Inher¬ 
ent Resolve said in a separate 
statement on Tuesday. Inherent 
Resolve is the U.S.-led interna¬ 
tional coalition battling ISIS in 
Iraq and Syria. 

Tuesday’s strike in the region 
comes a day after an ISIS media 
group released a recent video re¬ 
cording of their leader, Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi. 

The rare footage of Baghdadi 
offered the first publicly released 
images of him since he declared 
the group’s caliphate from Mo¬ 
sul’s A1 Nuri Grand Mosque in 
2014. In it, the terrorist leader 
took credit for the Easter Sun¬ 
day bombings in Sri Lanka, and 
claimed that “jihad will continue 
until Judgment Day.” 

Observers believe the video 
was meant to prove Baghdadi is 
still alive — some in the West and 
Russia had claimed he may have 
been dead or seriously wounded 
— and to motivate his supporters 
following their loss last month of 
the final patch of their self-de¬ 
clared caliphate in eastern Syria. 

The extremist group’s resur¬ 
gent campaign has been gain¬ 
ing momentum across Iraq and 
Syria, the research group Insti¬ 
tute for the Study of War said in 
an assessment. 

“ISIS is expanding its support 


zones and scaling up its attack 
campaign in key cities” including 
Raqqa In Syria and Mosul and 
Fallujah in Iraq, as well as areas 
in northern Syria and Iraqi Kurd¬ 
istan, the assessment said. 

The loss of its physical caliph¬ 
ate was a heavy blow for ISIS, 
but it’s not the end of the fight, 
M^. Gen. Christopher Ghika, a 
deputy commander with Inher¬ 
ent Resolve, said in a statement 
Tuesday. 

Last week’s combined opera¬ 
tions in Wadi Ashai were the larg¬ 
est by Iraqi and coalition forces 
since U.S.-backed forces routed 
ISIS from its last stronghold in 
the eastern Syrian village of Bag- 
houz in late March, officials said. 

Coalition forces destroyed mul¬ 
tiple tunnel systems, buildings, 
caves and command and control 
positions to prepare for Iraqi 
clearance operations, the coali¬ 
tion statement said. 

“The [Counter-Terrorism Ser¬ 
vice] have dealt a m^or blow to 
Daesh’s ambitions,” Ghika said, 
using an Arabic acronym for 
ISIS. “With this strike, they lose 
even more of their capacity to de¬ 
stabilize Iraq.” 

garland.chaddistripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 
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US stops tracking 
who controls parts 
of A^anistan 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
U.S.-led coalition in Afghanistan 
has stopped assessing which 
districts in the country’s 34 
provinces are controlled by the 
government or by insurgents, 
meaning nearly every metric to 
measure success of America’s 
longest war is now either classi¬ 
fied or no longer tracked. 

For about three years, NATO’s 
Resolute Support mission had 
produced quarterly district-level 
stability assessments that count¬ 
ed the districts, total estimated 
population and total estimated 
land area that Kabul controlled 
or influenced, as well as those 
under the sway of insurgents and 
those contested by both sides. 

Officials have stopped the as¬ 
sessments because they were “of 
limited decision-making value” 
to Army Gen. Scott Miller, com¬ 
mander of the Resolute Support 
mission, the coalition told the 
Special Inspector General for 
Afghanistan Reconstruction, ac¬ 
cording to a quarterly report pub¬ 
lished late Tuesday. 

The last district-stability data 
NATO’s Resolute Support mis¬ 
sion provided to SIGAR and pub¬ 
lished in January showed that as 
of October 2018, Kabul’s control 
or influence over the country’s 
407 districts was at its lowest 
level since the watchdog started 
tracking the figures in late 2015. 
There are officially 398 districts 
in the country, but the coalition 
assessment includes a city and 
eight temporary districts. 

Taliban insurgents have been 
expanding their influence in 


While the data did not 
on its own indicate the 
success or failure of 
the South Asia strategy, 
it did contribute to an 
overall understanding 
of the situation in the 
country. ^ 

SIGAR report 


rural areas, and while they’ve yet 
to seize a m^or city, they’re be¬ 
lieved to be stronger than at any 
point since the war began more 
than 17 years ago — a m^or boon 
for the group as it continues di¬ 
rect negotiations with the US. 
aimed partly at an American 
troop withdrawal. 

In January, the Pentagon told 
SIGAR that the models for calcu¬ 
lating district stability were not 
wholly reliable and that the mea¬ 
surements were “not indicative 
of effectiveness” of the Trump 
administration’s South Asia strat¬ 
egy or of progress toward overall 
stability. 

It’s “more important to instead 
focus on the principal goal of the 
strategy of concluding the war in 
Afghanistan on terms favorable 
to Afghanistan and the United 
States,” the Pentagon said. 

The conditions-based South 
Asia strategy is focused on find¬ 
ing a diplomatic solution to end 
the conflict and has included an 
accelerated US. bombing cam¬ 
paign against Taliban targets, 
aimed at pushing the insurgents 
to the negotiation table. 



Casey DiNNisoN/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


An A^han special operator stands watch as Afghan Special Security Forces raid Taliban compounds 
in Baraki Barak district, Logar province in October. The U.S.-led coalition in Afghanistan has stopped 
assessing whether the country’s districts are controlled by the government or insurgents. 


Led by U.S. peace envoy Zal- 
may Khalilzad, U.S. officials 
have met with Taliban represen¬ 
tatives in recent months for sev¬ 
eral rounds of direct talks that 
have progressed farther than any 
previous negotiations. But many 
analysts say it’s unlikely the talks 
resulted from the uptick in U.S. 
military action. 

SIGAR has recognized the lim¬ 
itations of district control data but 
described it as one of few useful 
tools for U.S. taxpayers to track 
security changes in the country 
where America has spent more 
than $130 billion on reconstruc¬ 
tion efforts since the start of the 
war, mostly to build Kabul’s mili¬ 
tary and police forces. 

“While the data did not on its 
own indicate the success or fail¬ 
ure of the South Asia strategy, it 
did contribute to an overall un¬ 
derstanding of the situation in the 
country,” SIGAR said. 

Last year, Gen. John Nicholson, 
then the top U.S. commander in 
Afghanistan, said that while some 
traditional metrics for gauging 
the war’s success, like popula¬ 
tion control, were “relevant and 
important,” they should not out¬ 
weigh the importance of advanc¬ 
ing the peace process. 


In January, President Don¬ 
ald Trump told acting Defense 
Secretary Pat Shanahan to halt 
the public dispersal of watchdog 
reports on the military. During 
a Cabinet meeting at the White 
House, Trump said the enemy 
studies every line of the reports, 
which he said should be locked up 
and kept from the public. 

But there’s no indication the 
district-stability assessments 
were discontinued as a result of 
Trump’s comments, SIGAR head 
John Sopko told reporters last 
week, saying it was more likely 
part of an ongoing trend toward a 
lack of transparency. 

Data from the few remaining 
publicly available measures of 
the security situation in Afghani¬ 
stan — enemy-initiated attacks, 
general casualty trends among 
Afghan forces and security inci¬ 
dents — show heightened insecu¬ 
rity over the winter, SIGAR found 
in its latest report. 

The average number of enemy- 
initiated attacks each month was 
up 19% from November through 
January, compared with the pre¬ 
vious quarter. 

While for the third consecutive 
quarter the strength of Afghan se¬ 
curity forces remained at the low¬ 


est level seen since the withdrawal 
of most international forces at the 
end of 2014, Afghan forces also 
saw a rise in casualties in the most 
recent reporting period. 

Deaths and injuries among 
the security forces were about 
31% higher from December 2018 
through February 2019, com¬ 
pared with the same period a 
year before, SIGAR said, citing 
figures provided by the interna¬ 
tional coalition. 

Security-related incidents were 
also up 39% during the same 
three-month period, compared 
with a year earlier, SIGAR said, 
citing the Armed Conflict Loca¬ 
tion and Event Data Project’s 
data. 

“These trends are notable con¬ 
sidering that violence has typi¬ 
cally waned during the winter 
months in Afghanistan over the 
last several years,” the watchdog 
said. 

Seven Americans were killed 
in combat in the first 100 days of 
2019, a steep increase compared 
with the same period in the pre¬ 
vious four years, when there was 
just one American combat fatal¬ 
ity each year. 

weIlmah.phTinp(i)stripes.com 
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Warning: Failure to integrate Taliban into society could undermine peace 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“No matter how welcome peace would 
be, it can carry with it the seeds of unin¬ 
tended and unforeseen consequences,” 
John F. Sopko, head of SIGAR, said in the 
report. 

The war has already cost America $737 
billion, according to the Pentagon. On re¬ 
construction alone, the U.S. has spent $132 
billion since 2002, much of that to train 
and equip Afghan security forces as well 
as strengthen government institutions and 
provide education and better health care, 
said Sopko. 

But the gains are fragile, Sopko said, and 
solutions are needed to the country’s in¬ 
creasing insecurity, “endemic corruption, 
weak Afghan institutions, the insidious im¬ 
pact of the narcotics trade, and inadequate 
coordination and oversight by donors.” 

Sopko said that failure to reintegrate 
the estimated 60,000 Taliban fighters and 
their families into Afghan society would 
undermine peace. 


“These ‘day after’ risks could threaten 
U.S. taxpayers’ investment in Afghanistan, 
set back humanitarian and development 
programs, undermine Afghan government 
support, or even lay the grounds for new or 
resumed discord,” Sopko said. 

For some former Taliban fighters, the 
transition has been difficult. They blame 
corruption, and for those not integrated 
into Afghan security forces, finding a job 
is difficult in a country where unemploy¬ 
ment is more than 40% percent and 54% of 
Afghans live below the poverty line. 

Aman, a former Taliban who left the in¬ 
surgents with nine fellow fighters to join 
the government in late 2016 in northern 
Kunduz province, told The Associated 
Press this week that he has been jailed and 
intimidated by corrupt soldiers who stole 
$6,000 from him. 

They also forced him and his fellow 
fighters to hand over the motorcycles and 
cars in which they had traveled to the Kun¬ 
duz provincial capital to join government 
forces. 


Aman, who would not give his full name 
fearing reprisal from both the government 
and the Taliban, said he sent dozens of ap¬ 
plications to government ministries and 
an independent human rights commission 
seeking compensation but to no avail. 

He now lives in a poor Kabul neighbor¬ 
hood, makes little money as a porter and 
can’t afford to send his children to school, 
Aman said. He can’t go back to his home 
in Khanabad district in Kunduz, where the 
Taliban rule. 

“At first they told us we did not have to 
worry; nobody would touch us,” Aman said, 
recounting his attempt to joint government 
forces in Kunduz. But instead the soldiers 
bound them, told their commanders they 
had captured Taliban fighters, and threw 
them in jail. 

After more than five months in jail, 
Aman was able to convince authorities of 
his innocence and win his release. 

Sopko said the Department of Defense 
estimates it will cost $6.5 billion to finance 
Afghanistan’s security needs in 2019 


— $4.9 billion of which will be paid by the 
U.S. The rest will be funded by other donor 
countries. 

Yet the Afghan military and police forc¬ 
es continue to experience high rates of de¬ 
sertion, the report said. 

A program to train Afghan pilots in the 
U.S. on AC-208 light attack and surveil¬ 
lance aircraft was suspended after 40% 
of the trainees disappeared in America, 
SIGAR said. The remaining pilots were 
returned to Afghanistan to complete their 
training. 

The report also highlighted widespread 
shortages of food in the country, saying 
that “most Afghan households faced acute 
food insecurity” in March — a level of des¬ 
peration that drives some parents to sell 
their children or force them into childhood 
marriages, SIGAR said. 

In addition, it said the Afghan govern¬ 
ment is ill-equipped to meet its needs and 
can barely cover 30% of its budget, with 
the rest coming from foreign donors. 
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Acting Secretary of Defense 
Patrick Shanahan told 
subcommittee members 
he would not break the law 
to support Trump's border 
demands on troops, but he 
added that as long as those 
orders were legal, he would 
carry them out. 




Rep. Pete Visclosky, D-Ind., chairman of the House Appropriations 
Committee's defense subcommittee, said Wednesday he was 
“grossly offended" by President Donald Trump's actions to move 
troops to the southern border and use military funds to build a wall. 


Shanahan: GIs will stay at 
border until orders change 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Acting De¬ 
fense Secretary Pat Shanahan 
told lawmakers Wednesday that 
he did not know how long thou¬ 
sands of military troops would re¬ 
main at the U.S. southern border 
though he said they would stay as 
long as they were under legal or¬ 
ders from the White House. 

“It’s an issue (Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs) Gen. (Joseph) Dun- 
ford and I work on quite a bit be¬ 
cause the question he and I are 
trying to answer is, ‘How long 
will we be at the border?”’ Sha¬ 
nahan, who has served as acting 
Pentagon chief since Jan. 1, told a 
House subcommittee on defense 
appropriations. “We really need 
to get back to our primary mis¬ 
sion — to generate readiness.’’ 

Lawmakers raised questions 
about that ongoing mission dur¬ 
ing a hearing on the Pentagon’s 
fiscal year 2020 budget request as 
the White House asked Congress 
for an additional $4.5 billion in 
emergency border funding. That 
includes some $377 million to 
support the military deployment, 
said Rep. Pete Visclosky, D-Ind., 
the subcommittee’s chairman. 

He told Shanahan and Dunford 
that he was “grossly offended’’ 
by President Donald Trump’s ac¬ 
tions to move troops to the border 
and use Pentagon funds to build 
a wall, adding that Trump had 
taken unconstitutional actions to 
fulfill a campaign promise. 

“There is no emergency at the 
border that requires the use of 
the U.S. armed forces,’’ Visclosky 


said. 

Rep. Pete Aguilar, D-Calif, de¬ 
scribed the mission as a “perpet¬ 
ual deployment,’’ while Rep. Ken 
Calvert, R-Calif, defended the 
deployment and Trump’s broader 
border policies. 

“We do have a problem along 
the southern border, and I hope 
we can address it in a meaningful 
way,’’ said Calvert, the top Repub¬ 
lican on subcommittee. 

The hearing comes two days 
after Shanahan authorized a new 
Department of Homeland Secu¬ 
rity request to send roughly 320 
additional troops to the U.S.-Mex- 
ico border who would be autho¬ 
rized in some cases to have direct 
contact with migrants to provide 
them meals and shuttle them 
between locations — a break in 
longstanding military procedures 
along the border that barred con¬ 
tact with migrants. 

Shanahan told Visclosky and 
the other subcommittee mem¬ 
bers that he would not break the 
law to support Trump’s border 
demands, but he added that as 
long as those orders were legal, 
he would carry them out. 

“We need to secure the bor¬ 
der,’’ Shanahan said. “I have a 
legal standing order from the 
commander in chief to deploy 
resources to support a national 
emergency.’’ 

The border mission now in¬ 
cludes some 3,200 active-duty 
troops and another 2,000 National 
Guard troops deployed to Texas, 
New Mexico, Arizona and Cali¬ 
fornia, where they are charged 
with supporting Customs and 


Border Protection agents, who 
DHS said need assistance. Under 
current authorizations, the Pen¬ 
tagon can commit troops to that 
mission through the end of fiscal 
year 2019, which ends Sept. 30. 
But Shanahan indicated the mili¬ 
tary mission on the southern bor¬ 
der was likely to be extended. 

It would not be the first time 
that the military mission on the 
border has been extended. The 
initial plans drawn up about a year 
ago called for troops to return to 
their home stations by December. 
That mission called for troops to 
aid CBP agents primarily with lo¬ 
gistics, aviation and surveillance 
operations. 

The orders approved this week 
by Shanahan will deploy mili¬ 
tary cooks to provide migrants 
with food and drivers to shuttle 
detained migrants between loca¬ 
tions along the border. Pentagon 
officials said last week. 


The Associated Press contributed tc 
this story. 

dickstein.coreydJstripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Harrigian gets his 
4th star; now leads 
USAFE-AFAFRICA 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger¬ 
many — Airmen in Europe and 
Africa welcomed a new leader 
Wednesday, a seasoned fighter 
pilot who’s already had a stint of 
on-the-job training. 

Gen. Jeffrey L. Harrigian as¬ 
sumed command of U.S. Air 
Forces in Europe and Air Forces 
Africa from Gen. Tod D. Wolters 
at a ceremony presided over by 
some of the military’s top com¬ 
manders, including Air Force 
Chief of Staff Gen. David L. 
Goldfein. 

Harrigian, a fighter pilot who’s 
flown more than 4,000 hours in 
the F-22 and F-15C, among other 
airframes, has worked with Wolt¬ 
ers as his deputy commander 
since last fall. 

That assignment is one of three 
tours Harrigian had in Europe 
in the last 15 years, said Gen. 
Curtis M. Scaparrotti, U.S. Eu¬ 
ropean Command commander 
and NATO Supreme Allied Com¬ 
mander Europe. That experi¬ 
ence gives Harrigian “significant 
regional expertise,’’ Scapar¬ 
rotti said, making him “the right 
leader at the right time’’ for 
USAFE-AFAFRICA. 

On Monday, the Senate con¬ 
firmed Harrigian’s nomination to 
lead USAFE-AFAFRICA. Hours 
before Wednesday’s ceremony, 
he received his fourth star. 

Wolters, meanwhile, is slated 
to take charge of EUCOM and 
NATO Allied Command Opera¬ 
tions from Scaparrotti at a cer¬ 
emony on Thursday. He has led 
USAFE-AFAFRICA since Au¬ 
gust 2016. 

Harrigian will lead some 
32,000 airmen in his new com¬ 
mand at a time when much of the 
Air Force focus in Europe contin¬ 
ues to be upon improving readi¬ 
ness and supporting allies while 
keeping a close watch on Russia. 
The Air Force has invested mil¬ 
lions of dollars into building up 
infrastructure at bases in former 
Eastern Bloc countries, such as 
Poland and Estonia. 

Down the road, Harrigian may 
also help oversee the standing up 
of the first two U.S. F-35A Light¬ 
ning II stealth jet squadrons, 
slated to arrive at RAF Laken- 
heath in the United Kingdom in 
2021. The Suffolk base will be the 
first permanent international site 
for the U.S. Air Force F-35s in 
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Harrigian 


Europe. 

“I’m com¬ 
mitted to 
giving you 
my all,’’ Har¬ 
rigian said 
after taking 
command. 
“I’m fired 
up to work 
with each 
and every 
one of you,’’ 
adding that USAFE-AFAFRICA 
airmen have the chance “to make 
a difference... to put our stamp on 
history.’’ 

In Africa, a new air base under 
construction in Agadez, Niger, is 
set to reach “initial capability’’ 
this summer, said Gen. Thom¬ 
as D. Waldhauser, commander 
of U.S. Africa Command. The 
project has overcome material 
shortages, environmental chal¬ 
lenges, “and, of all things, locust 
swarms,’’ he said during Wednes¬ 
day’s ceremony. 

Wolters thanked USAFE- 
AFAFRICA airmen for main¬ 
taining peace in Europe and in 
Africa. 

“On countless exercises and 
numerous real-world events, 
you have relentlessly driven to 
achieve success at a pace that de¬ 
livers victory,’’ he said. “I applaud 
your efforts.’’ 
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VETERANS 


VA opposes bills 
expanding access 
to medical pot 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
officials told lawmakers Tuesday 
that the agency is opposed to three 
new legislative efforts designed to 
expand access to medical mari¬ 
juana for veterans. 

“It’s overwhelmingly clear 
amongst the American people 
and amongst the veterans across 
the country that this is an issue 
that they are keenly interested in 
and want to have access to,” said 
Rep. Julia Brownley, D-Calif., the 
chairwoman of the House Com¬ 
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs sub¬ 
panel on health. 

She said during Tuesday’s sub¬ 
panel hearing on the legislation 
that 33 states have some form of 
legal access to marijuana. Howev¬ 
er, veterans seeking treatment for 
ailments such as chronic pain and 
post-traumatic stress disorder are 
often caught in a divide between 
state and federal marijuana laws. 
Consequently, veterans can find 
themselves forced to choose be¬ 
tween discussing medical mari¬ 
juana use with their VA physician 
at the risk of losing their benefits 
or accessing the treatment out¬ 
side the VA. 

The legislation includes H.R. 
1647, the Veterans Equal Access 
Act, which would authorized VA 
health care providers to offer rec¬ 
ommendations and opinions to 
veterans regarding participation 
in state marijuana programs. 

“One of the great tragedies 
of our time is the failure to ad¬ 
equately address the needs of 
veterans returning home from 
Iraq and Afghanistan,” said Rep. 
Earl Blumenauer, D-Ore., who 
proposed the legislation. “We sent 
more than 2 million brave men 
and women to fight under very 
difficult circumstances. We can 
all agree the need to provide the 
care to veterans when they return 
home with wounds both visible 
and unseen.” 

He said VA opioid overdoses are 
almost twice the national aver¬ 
age, and evidence shows medical 
marijuana could be a less addic¬ 
tive solution to pain management 
for veterans. More than 1 million 
patients across the country use 
marijuana on recommendation 
of their physicians to treat condi¬ 
tions such as chronic pain, nausea, 
seizures, anxiety and PTSD. 

The second bill, proposed by 
Rep. Lou Correa, D-Calif., is H.R. 
712, VA Medicinal Cannabis Re¬ 
search Act of 2019, which directs 
the secretary of the VA to carry 
out a clinical trial of the effects of 
marijuana on certain health out¬ 
comes of adults with chronic pain 
and PTSD. 

The last bill is H.R. 2192, the 
Veterans Cannabis Use for Safe 
Healing Act, proposed by Rep. 


Greg Steube, R-Fla. It prohibits 
the VA secretary from denying 
a veteran benefits because the 
veteran participates in a state-ap¬ 
proved marijuana program. 

VA officials at the hearing said 
the agency did not support the 
three bills. 

Dr. Keita Franklin, national 
director of suicide prevention for 
the VA’s Office of Mental Health 
and Suicide Prevention, said the 
research outlined in Correa’s bill 
was too large for an initial study. 
In response to the other two bills, 
she referenced the Drug Enforce¬ 
ment Agency’s listing of marijua¬ 
na as a Schedule I drug. 

The Controlled Substance Act 
describes Schedule I drugs, sub¬ 
stances, or chemicals as ones with 
no currently accepted medical use 
and a high potential for abuse. 

Stephanie Mullen, research di¬ 
rector with Iraq and Afghanistan 
Veterans of America, said the vast 
majority of their members are in 
favor of using marijuana for med¬ 
ical purposes. She said its “past 
time” for the VA to catch up. 

Carlos Fuentes, director of Na¬ 
tional Legislative Service with 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
agreed research needs to move 
forward, but legislation propos¬ 
ing VA physicians provide medi¬ 
cal marijuana recommendations 
wait until the research is com¬ 
plete and it is available through 
VA pharmacies. 

Joy Ham, national legislative 
director for Disabled American 
Veterans, agreed with Fuentes. 

“Research is the key,” she said. 
“Everyone wants to make sure 
medicinal cannabis will be ben¬ 
eficial to veterans. We want to 
make sure there is no harm done. 
Research is the first step to doing 
that. 

“Veterans are using this as a 
medication to try to stem their 
symptoms, whether that be from 
chronic pain, PTSD symptoms 
and others,” she said. “We know 
that they’re doing that and we’ve 
heard some of the repercussions 
from that happening.” 

Some veterans have said they’ve 
been labeled as having substance 
abuse issues and taken off of cer¬ 
tain medications, Mullen said. 

Franklin said any veteran ex¬ 
periencing repercussions from 
marijuana use in a state where it 
is legal is part of a miscommu- 
nication in policy. She pledged to 
“double-down” to educate provid¬ 
ers, nurses and physicians that 
there should be no negative rami¬ 
fications for veterans. 

Aside from marijuana, five other 
veterans health bills were dis¬ 
cussed during the hearing. Four of 
them pertained to suicide preven¬ 
tion efforts. A VA committee hear¬ 
ing Monday night delved into the 
suicide crisis in greater detail. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
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A panel of experts were on hand for the showing of a short documentary video on troops who suffered 
from exposure to toxins released from burn pits at overseas locations during a briefing at the U.S. 
Capitol in Washington on Tuesday. 


Lawmakers, advocates urge action 
for veterans sickened by burn pits 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Lawmakers and military ad¬ 
vocates Tuesday urged new action to support ser- 
vicemembers exposed to toxic burn pits that have 
been linked to a long list of serious illnesses. 

A registry of servicemembers exposed to bum 
pits now totals 173,000. There could be many thou¬ 
sands more, some experts and lawmakers contend. 

“We need to take care of our veterans. We need to 
provide the health care that they need and the bene¬ 
fits that they earned,” Rep. Raul Ruiz, D-Calif., told 
an audience gathered Tuesday on Capitol Hill for a 
briefing on the issue. “We need to act now.” 

Ruiz joined Sen. Tom Udall, D-N.M.; Rep. Joaquin 
Castro, D-Texas; Rep. Tulsi Gabbard, D-Hawaii; 
and a panel of advocates and experts urging new 
actions on a package of legislative efforts regarding 
burn pits. 

Burn pits exposed deployed servicemembers 
to dangerous chemicals and fumes that have been 
linked to a series of deadly illnesses, experts have 
said. 

Hundreds of open pits have been used at U.S. mili¬ 
tary bases in Iraq and Afghanistan to burn trash, 
human waste, petroleum, rubber and other debris 
and released hazardous smoke into the air. Some 
troops exposed to smoke from burn pits have attrib¬ 
uted medical conditions, such as respiratory issues 
and cancer, to the toxic fumes. 

But much work remains for government officials 
to make that connection, lawmakers and advocates 
said. 

“It doesn’t take a genius to understand there is 
an association between this toxic smoke and some¬ 
body’s ill health,” said Ruiz, an emergency room 
physician. “We ban the use of burn pits in the United 
States of America because it could cause health ef¬ 
fects including cancer. Then why are we allowing 
American soldiers being exposed to burn pits in 
other counties when our government and our mili¬ 
tary are doing the burning?” 

In February, Castro conducted a series of town 
hall meetings in Texas to urge action on pending 
legislation in the lower chamber on burn pits. Castro 
said Tuesday that servicemembers were exposed 
for days, weeks and months to burn pits, which total 
more than 200 so far during the wars in Afghani¬ 
stan and Iraq. 

“We can’t afford to cast a blind eye to the level of 
exposure and the number of servicemen and women 
who were impacted,” he said. 

Castro has sponsored two bills to expand the 
tracking and evaluation of veterans and service- 
members who spent time living or working near 
burn pits while deployed overseas. 

The first, the Family Member Access to Burn Pits 


Registry Act of 2019, or H.R. 1001, would expand 
the Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pit Regis¬ 
try to allow family members of veterans to register 
their loved ones who might be too sick to do so or 
have died. 

Created in 2014, the registry is managed by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs and is open to vet¬ 
erans of Operation Enduring Freedom, Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and Operation New Dawn; veterans 
who served in Djibouti, Africa, on or after Sept. 11, 
2001; Operations Desert Shield or Desert Storm vet¬ 
erans; and others who served in the Southwest Asia 
theater of operations on or after Aug. 2,1990. 

The second bill, the Burn Pits Veterans Revision 
Act of 2019, or H.R. 1005, would create a diagnostic 
code and evaluation criteria for obliterative bronchi¬ 
olitis, a medical condition often linked to burn pits. 
The law would also create a disability rating for the 
illness. 

Udall said the VA contends it still needs additional 
documentation to link burn pit exposure to illnesses 
to approve service-connected disability benefits for 
servicemembers. That is a next big step that must 
be reached, he said. 

“We’ve made progress but our work is far from 
over. Our goal is to recognize burn pit exposure as a 
‘presumptive service connection,”’ Udall said. “We 
won’t rest until we get this done.” 

In February, Sen. Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio, also 
renewed calls for burn pits legislation and a con¬ 
gressional hearing to address the health concerns of 
servicemembers and veterans exposed to burn pits 
while deployed in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

The Burn Pit Accountability Act, S. 191, spon¬ 
sored by Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., who is also 
a presidential candidate, was introduced Jan. 17 and 
co-sponsored by a bipartisan group of 31 senators 
including Brown. 

The legislation requires the Defense Department 
to evaluate servicemembers for the toxic exposure 
during routine medical exams and directs more 
data collection. 

Brown, a member of the Senate Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs, has said Congress needs to hear 
directly from servicemembers and veterans who 
have suffered serious health problems related to the 
open-air bum pits used to dispose of toxic waste. 

Ruiz on Tuesday urged more affected service- 
members to contact his office to share their stories. 

“We’re making real progress because you are 
making real noise,” he said. “All of you please tell 
us your stories. You are going to see us amplify¬ 
ing those here in Washington D.C. until we get this 
fixed.” 

gnsaiesxiaudia@stnpesxorT^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^“ 

Twitter: @cgrisales 
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Attorney General William Barr testifies about the Mueller report during a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington on Wednesday. 

Barr defends his rollout of Mueller report 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., 
right, joined at left by Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-lowa, raises a copy of 
the Mueller report during his opening statement before swearing in 
Barr to testify Wednesday. 


By Eric Tucker 

AND Mary Clare Jalonick 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Private ten¬ 
sions between Justice Depart¬ 
ment leaders and special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s team broke into 
public view in extraordinary fash¬ 
ion Wednesday as Attorney Gen¬ 
eral William Barr pushed back at 
complaints over his handling of 
the Trump-Russia investigation 
report and aimed his own criti¬ 
cism at the special counsel. 

Testifying for the first time 
since releasing Mueller’s report, 
Barr said he was surprised Muel¬ 
ler did not reach a conclusion 
on whether President Donald 
Trump had tried to obstruct jus¬ 
tice, and that he felt compelled 
to step in with his own judgment 
that the president had committed 
no crime. 

“I’m not really sure of his rea¬ 
soning,” Barr said of Mueller’s ob¬ 
struction analysis, which neither 
accused the president of a crime 
nor exonerated him. “I think that 
if he felt that he shouldn’t go down 
the path of making a traditional 
prosecutive decision, then he 
shouldn’t have investigated. That 
was the time to pull up.” 

The airing of disagreements 
over the handling of the report 
was notable given the highly 
secretive nature of the special 
counsel’s investigation and the 


public appearance for at least 
most of the probe that the Justice 
Department and Mueller’s team 
were unified in approach. Barr 
sought to minimize the rift by 
suggesting the special counsel’s 
concerns were largely about pro¬ 
cess, not substance. 

Barr’s appearance Wednes¬ 
day before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee gave him his most 
extensive opportunity to explain 
the department’s actions, includ¬ 
ing his press conference held 
before the Mueller report’s re¬ 
lease. It was also a forum for him 
to repair a reputation bruised by 
allegations that he’s the Republi¬ 
can president’s protector and by 
the emergence of a private letter 
from Mueller that criticized his 
handling of the report. 

Democrats seized on the day¬ 
light between the two men to at¬ 
tack Barr’s credibility and accuse 
him of unduly spinning Mueller’s 
report in the president’s favor. 
They also pressed him on wheth¬ 
er he had misled Congress last 
month when he professed igno¬ 
rance about complaints from the 
special counsel’s team. Barr sug¬ 
gested he had not lied because he 
was in touch with Mueller himself 
and not his team. 

“Mr. Barr, I feel your answer 
was purposely misleading, and I 
believe others do too,” said Sen. 
Patrick Leahy, D-Vt. 

While Democratic senators 


bluntly questioned Barr’s ac¬ 
tions, Republicans, in addition to 
defending Trump, focused on the 
president’s 2016 Democratic op¬ 
ponent, Hillary Clinton’s, email 
and campaign practices and what 
they feel is a lack of investigation 
of them. 

Barr has also been invited 
to appear Thursday before the 
Democratic-led House Judiciary 
panel, but the Justice Depart¬ 
ment said he would not testify if 
the committee insisted on having 


its lawyers question the attorney 
general. 

He was asked by Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein, the committee’s top 
Democrat, about an episode re¬ 
counted in Mueller’s report in 
which Trump pressed White 
House counsel Don McGahn 
to seek the removal of Mueller 
on conflict-of-interest grounds. 
Trump then asked McGahn to 
deny a press report that such a 
directive had been given. 

Barr responded, “There’s 


something very different firing 
a special counsel outright, which 
suggests ending an investigation, 
and having a special counsel re¬ 
moved for conflict — which sug¬ 
gests you’re going to have another 
special counsel.” 

Barr entered the hearing on 
the defensive following reports 
hours earlier that Mueller had 
complained to him in a letter and 
over the phone about the way his 
findings were being portrayed. 

“There is now public confusion 
about critical aspects of the re¬ 
sults of our investigation,” Muel¬ 
ler wrote in his letter to Barr. 
“This threatens to undermine 
a central purpose for which the 
Department appointed the Spe¬ 
cial Counsel: to assure full public 
confidence in the outcome of the 
investigations.” 

Barr appeared unmoved by the 
criticism. He said repeatedly that 
Mueller had assured him that the 
information in Barr’s letter of 
conclusions was not inaccurate 
but he simply wanted more in¬ 
formation out. Barr said he didn’t 
believe a piecemeal release of 
information was beneficial, and 
besides, it wasn’t Mueller’s call to 
make. 

Once Mueller submitted his 
report, the document was “my 
baby,” Barr said. 

“It was my decision how and 
when to make it public. Not Bob 
Mueller’s,” he said. 


Democrats face setbacks in recruiting candidates 


By Elana Schor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Senate Democrats 
are stinging from a trio of high-profile fail¬ 
ures to recruit candidates who could help 
reclaim the majority, including Stacey 
Abrams’ announcement that she would 
pass up a U.S. Senate run in Georgia. 

That decision, announced Tuesday, was 
a blow to Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer. After Abrams gained fame from 
her ultimately unsuccessful effort to be¬ 
come America’s first black female governor 
last year, Schumer personally — and pub¬ 
licly — urged her to consider challenging 


GOP Sen. David Perdue. In a particularly 
notable move, he tapped her earlier this 
year to deliver the Democratic response 
to President Donald Trump’s State of the 
Union address. 

Abrams follows former Texas Rep. Beto 
O’Rourke and former Colorado Gov. John 
Hickenlooper in spurning Senate Demo¬ 
cratic leaders’ entreaties to take on in¬ 
cumbent Republicans seen as potentially 
vulnerable. Montana Gov. Steve Bullock 
is likely to follow suit in rejecting a Senate 
run as he weighs whether to join O’Rourke 
and Hickenlooper on the 2020 presidential 
campaign trail. 

Also Tuesday, a spokeswoman for Dem¬ 


ocratic Rep. Cindy Axne said the freshman 
would seek reelection next year for her 
southeast Iowa House seat. The Democrat¬ 
ic Senatorial Campaign Committee, Sen¬ 
ate Democrats’ campaign organization, 
had tried persuading Axne to run for U.S. 
Senate against GOP incumbent Joni Ernst, 
who will be seeking a second term. 

The inability of Schumer and other Dem¬ 
ocrats to corral well-known candidates 
underscores that many of the party’s big¬ 
gest players are betting they’ll have better 
futures outside Capitol Hill, where action 
can be slow — especially in the minority. 
It’s also a sign of how tough Democrats will 
find their fight to regain control of the Sen¬ 


ate next year, a steep climb that sparked 
glee from Republicans, who hold a 53-47 
majority in the chamber. 

“Today’s embarrassing recruitment fail¬ 
ure is another devastating blow to Chuck 
Schumer’s dream of a Democratic Sen¬ 
ate,” said Jack Pandol, communications 
director for the Senate Leadership Fund, 
a group linked to Senate M^ority Leader 
Mitch McConnell and dedicated to boost¬ 
ing Republican candidates. “Now that top- 
tier Democrats in nearly every competitive 
state have all said no to Chuck Schumer, 
the picture is becoming clear: Democrats 
simply do not believe in Schumer’s ability 
to lead them into the m^ority.” 
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Christopher BoNEBRAKE/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Then-Pfc. Mark Domingo takes an Afghan man’s fingerprints in 
the village of Dande Fariqan in 2012. Domingo is now accused of 
plotting to bomb a white supremacist rally in Los Angeles. 


Sources: LA terrorism 
suspect was ousted 
from Army after clash 


By James Queally 
AND Richard Winton 

Los Angeles Times 

LOS ANGELES — The U.S. 
Army veteran charged with plan¬ 
ning a terrorist attack in Southern 
California was kicked out of the 
service several years ago follow¬ 
ing a clash in Afghanistan, sourc¬ 
es told the Los Angeles Times on 
Tuesday. 

Mark Steven Domingo, 26, of 
Reseda, who the FBI said Mon¬ 
day was plotting to detonate a 
pressure-cooker bomb at a rally 
in Long Beach, was discharged 
after the incident in 2013, accord¬ 
ing to two law enforcement of¬ 
ficials who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because information 
regarding a soldier’s discharge 
status is not subject to public 
disclosure. 

One official described the inci¬ 
dent in Afghanistan as “violent,” 
saying it led to an accusation that 
Domingo violated the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice. The 
former infantryman was demot¬ 
ed and eventually forced out of 
the Army before completing his 
enlistment contract, the official 
said. 

It’s unclear whether Domingo 
clashed with a civilian or fellow 
solider. Multiple sources have told 
the Times that Domingo did not 
receive an honorable discharge 
from the military. 

Domingo served in Afghani¬ 
stan from September 2012 to 
January 2013, and had previously 
been stationed at Fort Campbell 
in Kentucky, according to court 
documents made public Monday. 
He joined the military in Febru¬ 
ary 2011 and left a month after his 
return from Afghanistan, accord¬ 
ing to the Defense Department. 

Domingo’s military discharge 
was part of a broader portrait 
emerging Tuesday of a man de¬ 
scribed by federal investigators 
as “consumed by hate” and de¬ 
picted in court documents as an 
erratic and violent person who 


sought to kill police officers and 
members of other religions in ret¬ 
ribution for the killings of Mus¬ 
lims in other parts of the world. 

Prosecutors said Domingo, a 
recent convert to Islam, specifi¬ 
cally wanted payback for a mass 
shooting carried out by a white 
supremacist in New Zealand that 
left 50 Muslims dead on March 
15. 

Domingo has been charged 
with providing material support 
to terrorists and faces up to 15 
years in prison if convicted. He 
has not entered a plea and re¬ 
mains in federal custody. 

Domingo was arrested April 26 
after being supplied with an inert 
device that he believed to be an 
improvised explosive, according 
to court documents. 

A woman who knows Domingo 
said Tuesday that he had never 
expressed any outward fury to¬ 
ward other religions or people 
and described his recent conver¬ 
sion to Islam as a way to cope with 
personal tragedy. 

“This is not him,” said the 
woman, who identified herself as 
Domingo’s ex-girlfriend during a 
brief interview near his Reseda 
home. 

Through tears, the woman said 
Domingo had converted to Islam 
only “two months ago,” after she 
suffered a miscarriage. 

“It was something that he con¬ 
nected with. Not the ISIS side of 
it, but it was helping him cope,” 
said the woman, who declined to 
give her name. 

Domingo remained under con¬ 
stant surveillance from the mo¬ 
ment he was contacted by an FBI 
informant in mid-March, after he 
posted about wanting to commit 
killings in response to the March 
14 New Zealand shootings. 

Deputy Chief Horace Frank, 
who oversees counterterrorism 
investigations for the Los Ange¬ 
les Police Department, said the 
investigation required massive 
resources with dozens of officers 
monitoring Domingo. 


Student charged in UNCC 
campus shooting; 2 dead 


By Tom Foreman Jr. 

AND Sarah Blake Morgan 
Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — A student with a pistol and 
no immediately apparent motive is accused of kill¬ 
ing two people and wounding four others at the Uni¬ 
versity of North Carolina-Charlotte before campus 
police disarmed and arrested him, authorities said. 
The campus police chief said the suspect had not ap¬ 
peared on their radar as a potential threat. 

“I just went into a classroom and shot the guys,” 
the suspect, Trystan Andrew Terrell, told reporters 
Tuesday as officers led him away in handcuffs. 

People reacting to the sound of gunshots and a 
campus alert scrambled to find safe spaces and en¬ 
dured a lengthy lockdown as 
officers secured the campus 
on the last day of classes. Hun¬ 
dreds were later marched out 
of buildings with their hands 
in the air before officers de¬ 
termined that the suspect ap¬ 
peared to have acted alone. 

A vigil was planned for 
Wednesday, and the governor 
vowed a hard look to see what 
can be done to prevent future 
attacks. 

“A student should not have to fear for his or her 
life when they are on our campuses,” Gov. Roy Coo¬ 
per, a Democrat, told reporters. “Parents should not 
have to worry about their students when they send 
them off to school. And I know that this violence has 
to stop. ... In the coming days we will take a hard 
look at all of this to see what we need to do going 
forward.” 

Campus Police Chief Jeff Baker said authorities 
received a call in the late afternoon that someone 
with a pistol had shot several students. Officers as¬ 
sembling nearby for a concert rushed to the class¬ 
room building and arrested the gunman in the room 
where the shooting took place. 

“Our officers’ actions definitely saved lives,” 
Baker said at a news conference. 

Two people were killed, and three remained in 
critical condition late Tuesday. Baker said a fourth 
person’s injuries were less serious. Students were 
among the victims, but officials would not say how 
many. 

Terrell, 22, was booked into the Mecklenburg 
County jail on two counts of murder, four counts of 
attempted murder, possessing and firing a weapon 


on educational property and assault with a deadly 
weapon. 

WBTV reported that Terrell had withdrawn from 
all classes at UNC Charlotte last semester, except 
for the class in which the shootings took place. 

The suspect’s grandfather, Paul Rold, of Arling¬ 
ton, Texas, said Terrell and his father moved to 
Charlotte from the Dallas area about two years ago 
after his mother died. Terrell taught himself French 
and Portuguese with the help of a language learn¬ 
ing program his grandfather bought him and was 
attending UNC-Charlotte, Rold said. 

But Terrell never showed any interest in guns or 
other weapons, and the news he may have been in¬ 
volved in a mass shooting was stunning, said Rold, 
who had not heard about the Charlotte attack before 
being contacted by an Associated Press reporter. 

“You’re describing someone foreign to me,” Rold 
said in a telephone interview Tuesday night. “This 
is not in his DNA.” 

Monifa Drayton, an adjunct professor, was walk¬ 
ing onto campus when she heard the shots. She said 
she directed students fleeing the scene to take cover 
inside a parking deck. 

“I heard one final gunshot and I saw all the chil¬ 
dren running toward me,” she said. “We started to 
get all the children pulled into the second floor of 
the parking deck, and the rationale was if we’re in 
the parking deck and there’s a shooter and we don’t 
know where he is, he won’t have a clear shot.” 

The shooting prompted a lockdown and caused 
panic across campus. Aerial shots from local tele¬ 
vision news outlets showed police officers running 
toward a building, while another view showed stu¬ 
dents running on a campus sidewalk. 

Spenser Gray, a junior, said she was watching 
another student’s presentation in a nearby campus 
building when the alert about the shooting popped 
up on everyone’s computer screens. 

She said she panicked. “We had no idea where he 
was ... so we were just expecting them at any mo¬ 
ment coming into the classroom,” she said. 

Susan Harden, a UNCC professor and Mecklen¬ 
burg County Commissioner, left home when she 
heard of the shooting and went to a staging area to 
provide support. 

Harden said she has taught inside the Kennedy 
building, where the shootings happened. 

“It breaks my heart. We’re torn up about what’s 
happened,” Harden said. “Students should be able 
to learn in peace and in safety and professors ought 
to be able to do their jobs in safety.” 



Conviction of officer spurs race concerns 


Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — After three 
weeks of testimony, a jury needed 
little more than a day to convict a 
black Minneapolis police officer 
of murder in the fatal shooting of 
an unarmed white woman who 
had called 911 to report a possible 
crime, delivering a guilty verdict 
that immediately sparked ques¬ 
tions about whether race played a 
role. 

Mohamed Noor was also con¬ 
victed Tuesday of manslaughter 
in the July 2017 death of Justine 
Ruszczyk Damond, 40, a dual 
citizen of the U.S. and Australia 
whose death bewildered and an¬ 
gered people in both countries. 

Noor, 33, testified that he and his 
partner heard a loud bang on their 
squad car that startled them, and 


that he fired “to stop the threat” 
after he saw a woman appear at his 
partner’s window raising her arm. 
Prosecutors questioned whether 
the bang happened and attacked 
Noor for not seeing a weapon or 
Damond’s hands before he fired. 

It’s rare for police officers to 
be convicted after asserting they 
fired in a life-or-death situation, 
but some Minnesota community 
members said they saw it com¬ 
ing for Noor because he is Somali 
American. 

“Officer Noor was going to jail no 
matter what because he’s a black 
man who shot a white woman in 
the state of Minnesota,” said John 
Thompson, an activist and friend 
of Philando Castile, a black man 
who was killed in 2016 by a Latino 
suburban police officer who was 


acquitted. 

Hennepin County Attorney 
Mike Freeman dismissed the idea 
that race played a role in the case. 

“That simply is not true,” he 
said. “Race has never been a fac¬ 
tor in any of my decisions and 
never will be. ... We look at each 
case based on the facts and the ev¬ 
idence and the law that’s in front 
of us. And I will stand by what we 
have done.” 

Noor was acquitted of the most 
serious charge of intentional sec¬ 
ond-degree murder. 

He faces up to 15 years on the 
third-degree murder conviction 
and nearly five years on the man¬ 
slaughter conviction, although 
judges aren’t bound by state sen¬ 
tencing guidelines and can impose 
much lower sentences. 
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Police clash with May Day protesters in Paris 



By Sylvie Corbet 
AND Nicolas Garriga 
Associated Press 

PARIS—French police clashed 
with stone-throwing protesters as 
tens of thousands of people start¬ 
ed marching in Paris on Wednes¬ 
day for May Day rallies under 
tight security. More than 200 ar¬ 
rests were made. 

Riot police repeatedly used 
tear gas and sting grenades to 
try to control the crowd gather¬ 
ing near Paris’ Montparnasse 
train station for the main protest. 
It wasn’t immediately clear how 
many people were injured. At 
least two men with head wounds 
were helped away from the scene 
by paramedics. 

Associated Press reporters saw 
groups of hooded, black-clad peo¬ 
ple shouting anti-police slogans, 
mixing with other protesters 
wearing yellow vests or waving 
union flags. 

Some threw rocks and other 
objects at police officers and at¬ 
tacked a parked van in a nearby 
street, kicking the vehicle and 
breaking its windows. 

Paris police said 55 people were 
arrested in the Montparnasse 
area out of a total of more than 
200 arrests on May Day. Officers 
also carried out more than 12,500 
“preventive searches” of bags. 


Philippe Martinez, secretary 
general of one of France’s m^or 
trade unions, the CGT, temporar¬ 
ily left the march for security rea¬ 
sons during the scuffles between 


some protesters and police. 

Eventually, a vast m^or- 
ity of peaceful protesters started 
marching through the streets of 
Paris. They were heading toward 


Place d’ltalie in southern Paris. 

Some posters read “long live 
freedom, long live socialism” and 
“police, gendarmes, join us.” 
Far-left politician Eric Coquer- 


el, member of France Insoumise 
(“Rebel France”) said “violence 
is unfortunately often playing 
against protesters. ... That’s the 
number of protesters that will be 
more efficient.” 

French authorities have warned 
“radical activists” may join the 
Paris demonstration and renew 
scenes of violence that marked 
previous yellow vest protests and 
May Day demonstrations in the 
past two years. 

More than 7,400 police are de¬ 
ployed in the French capital. 

French police ordered the clo¬ 
sure of more than 580 shops, res¬ 
taurants and cafes on the Paris 
protest route and numerous sub¬ 
way stations were shut. 

Yellow vests have joined the 
traditional May Day union march 
to show their common rejection 
of President Emmanuel Ma¬ 
cron’s economic policies, seen 
as favoring the wealthy and big 
businesses. 

Authorities are particularly 
wary of the black-clad, masked 
and hooded extremists who have 
joined recent protests with the 
express goal of attacking police 
and damaging property. They 
often target symbols of capital¬ 
ism or globalization and turned 
out in the hundreds at last year’s 
May Day protest. 


Indian army s yeti footprints 
claim is lampooned online 


WikiLeaks founder Assange gets 
50 weeks in prison for bail-jumping 


Associated Press 

LONDON — A British judge 
sentenced WikiLeaks founder Ju¬ 
lian Assange on Wednesday to 50 
weeks in prison for skipping bail 
seven years ago and holing up in 
the Ecuadorian embassy. 

Judge Deborah Taylor said it 
was hard to imagine a more seri¬ 
ous version of the offense as she 
gave the hacker a sentence close 
to the maximum of a year in 
custody. 

She said Assange’s seven years 
in the embassy had cost British 
taxpayers 16 million pounds ($21 
million), and said he sought asy¬ 
lum as a “deliberate attempt to 
delay justice.” 

Assange, 47, stood impassively 
with his hands clasped while the 
sentence was read. His supporters 
in the public gallery at Southwark 
Crown Court cheered for him as 
he left and chanted “Shame on 
you” at the judge as Assange was 
led away. 

With his white hair freshly 
coiffed and wearing a black 
sports jacket and grey sweater, 
Assange looked much more 
youthful and healthier than when 
he was dragged out of the Ecua¬ 
dorian Embassy by British police 
on April 11. 

At the time, sporting an un¬ 
kempt beard and long hair, he 
seemed wild-eyed and angry. 
This time he was composed and 
for the most part polite, although 
he did interrupt the judge to chal¬ 


lenge her on her characterization 
of the sexual misconduct allega¬ 
tions he faced in Sweden. 

His lawyer read out a brief let¬ 
ter from Assange to the judge in 
which he apologized “unreserv¬ 
edly” to anyone who felt his ac¬ 
tions had been disrespectful. 

“I found myself struggling 
with terrifying circumstances for 
which neither I nor those from 
whom I sought advice could work 
out any remedy,” he said in the 
letter. “I did what I thought at the 
time was the best and perhaps the 
only thing that could be done.” 

The Australian secret-spiller 
sought asylum in the South Amer¬ 
ican country’s London embassy 
in June 2012 to avoid extradition 
to Sweden, where he was wanted 
for questioning over rape and 
sexual assault allegations made 
by two women. 

Sweden suspended its investi¬ 
gation into possible sexual mis¬ 
conduct against Assange two 
years ago because he was beyond 
their reach while he was living in 
the embassy. Prosecutors have 
said that investigation could be 
revived if his situation changed. 

Assange’s lawyer, Mark Sum¬ 
mers, told a courtroom packed 
with journalists and WikiLeaks 
supporters that his client sought 
refuge in the Ecuadorian Embas¬ 
sy because “he was living with 
overwhelming fear of being ren¬ 
dered to the U.S.” because of his 
WikiLeaks activities. 





Matt Dunham/AP 


Buildings are reflected in the 
window as WikiLeaks founder 
Julian Assange is taken from 
court in London on Wednesday. 
He was sentenced to 50 weeks 
in prison for breaching his bail. 

He said Assange had a “well- 
founded” fear that he would be 
mistreated and possibly sent to 
the U.S. detention camp for ter¬ 
rorism suspects at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba. 

Assange was arrested by Brit¬ 
ish police April 11 after Ecuador 
revoked his political asylum. 

He faces a separate court hear¬ 
ing Thursday on a U. S. extradition 
request. American authorities 
have charged Assange with con¬ 
spiring to break into a Pentagon 
computer system. 


Breaking news: Yeti are real, 
and they’re on the move — at 
least according to the Indian 
army, which said Monday that its 
mountaineering expedition team 
stumbled upon a set of “mysteri¬ 
ous footprints” in Nepal earlier 
this month. 

No, we are not confirming that 
this elusive snowman actually ex¬ 
ists. But while the prints might 
be a fraud, the report seems to be 
real. 

The army tweeted from its of¬ 
ficial account on Monday that an 
expedition team had come across 
“Mysterious Footprints of mythi¬ 
cal beast ‘yeti’ measuring 32x15 
inches close to Makalu Base 
Camp on 09 April 2019.” The post 
included several photos. 

True believers on Twitter con¬ 
gratulated the army. But, by and 
large, the Internet wasn’t hav¬ 
ing it, and many of the army’s 6 
million followers were less than 
impressed. 

Many questions were hurled. 
Scorn was heaped. And there 
was the (understandable) skepti¬ 
cism about the mythical yeti (also 
known as the “abominable snow¬ 
man”), which lore describes as a 
giant apelike creature living in 
the Himalayas. 

Some Twitter users were 
particularly harsh in their 
disparagement. 

“Couldn’t you guys call a single 
animal expert before posting 
this?” one person wrote. 


Others were simply confused, 
asking, “Is this some prank?” 

The detail that most undercut 
the army’s claim was that the 
footprint photos seemed to sug¬ 
gest that the alleged yeti is one- 
legged, which skeptics were quick 
to point out. 

One asked whether the beast 
“travels by jumping.” 

There were many comical 
comparisons to “The Adventures 
of Tintin.” 

“I always knew Tintin was 
right. He was the first to spot the 
mysterious beast yeti,” one user 
tweeted. 

Some were more measured in 
their response, debunking the 
claim and occasionally offering 
alternative, more realistic ex¬ 
planations — perhaps the foot¬ 
prints were from a snowshoer, for 
example. 

The army’s response to the so¬ 
cial media frenzy? It confirmed 
that “the videos and photographic 
evidence” had been “handed over 
to subject matter experts.” Still, 
it said it wanted to publicly share 
the news to “excite scientific tem¬ 
per and rekindle the interest,” 
BBC reported. 

Mountain Institute founder 
Daniel C. Taylor, who has studied 
yeti lore for years, has suggested 
that “yeti” footprints are attribut¬ 
able to Asiatic black bears. 

Makalu Barun National Park 
has traditionally been the spot for 
yeti footprint sightings. 
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THE CENSUS 

The number of years an Alaska bank employee was sentenced to for stealing $4.3 million in cash. Ge¬ 
rardo Valenzuela, 34, was given no credit for seven years he served in a Mexican prison for smuggling the 
cash and firearms to that country. He was extradited in September and he pleaded guilty in January to theft 
of bank funds. Valenzuela was 26 in July 2011 when he worked as a cash vault services manager for Key- 
Bank. After telling the branch manager he had to stay late to clean up after an ice cream social, Valenzuela 
boxed up $4.3 million in cash, rolled it to his car and flew away on a private jet. 





Joy ride 

Cyclists cruise down Water Street in Paducah, Ky., on Tuesday. The McCracken County Public Library and the Chain Reaction Cycling Club 
host the ride on the last Tuesday of every month. The ride is 10 miles long and starts in the library parking lot. 


Raymond HuFFMAN/via AP 

A giant cloth version of Captain 
America’s shield covers 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology’s signature Great 
Dome in Cambridge, Mass. 

Students cover dome 
with superhero’s shield 

||i| A CAMBRIDGE — Stu- 
I w dent pranksters at the 

Massachusetts Institute of Tech¬ 
nology struck again, drawing in¬ 
spiration from America’s hottest 
movie. 

MIT students over the weekend 
draped the university’s signature 
Great Dome with a giant cloth 
version of Captain America’s red, 
white and blue shield. 

Their efforts drew a Twitter 
“Very cool!” from actor Chris 
Evans, the Massachusetts native 
who plays Captain America in 
“Avengers: Endgame.” 

The shield went up Saturday 
night and was taken down Mon¬ 
day morning. 

Pickup explodes at 
Burger King drive-thru 

^ 13 BEEBE — A man who 
was driving his pick¬ 
up through a central Arkansas 
Burger King drive-thru suffered 
severe burns after the vehicle ex¬ 
ploded at the window. 

Ron Daniel told KARK that he 
had just picked up a propane tank 
and decided to stop for a couple 
of burgers when he heard a hiss¬ 
ing sound and realized the tank 
was leaking. As he went to turn 
the tank’s valve off, it burst into 
flames. 

Daniel, 78, said he walked a few 
feet away to wait for emergency 
services. Soon after, the truck 
exploded. 

Dog that got impaled 
expected to recover 

ly I ENGLEWOOD — Au- 
3 thorities said a dog that 
fell from a fourth-floor unit at an 
apartment building and became 
impaled on a lamppost is expect¬ 
ed to make a full recovery. 

The female basset hound named 
Libby was alone in the unit at the 
Brownstones at Englewood South 
when she jumped through a win¬ 
dow screen. The spike at the top 
of the lamppost pierced the top of 
Libby’s left front leg, and the dog 
ended up suspended about 20 feet 
in the air. 

Englewood firefighters used 
an aerial ladder to retrieve Libby 
and took her to a veterinarian for 
treatment. 

Eaglet is fed fish 
snagged with hooks 

n A PITTSBURGH — Au- 
thorities say a bald 


eagle carried a fish snagged with 
multiple hooks and fishing line 
back to its Pittsburgh nest and fed 
it to one of the two eaglets, but it’s 
unclear whether the young bird 
swallowed a hook. 

Executive Director Jim Bon¬ 
ner, of the Audubon Society of 
western Pennsylvania, told the 
Tribune-Review that the case is 
“a cautionary tale for debris left 
such as fishing line.” 

Both eaglets seemed in good 
health afterward, but Audubon 
and others will continue to moni¬ 
tor them. 

Town votes to demolish 
144-year-old house 

II NAPERVILLE — The 
IL Chicago suburb of Na¬ 
perville voted to demolish a 144- 
year-old house. 

The Naperville Sun reported 
that the two-story home in the 
city’s historic district has been 
unoccupied for years. 

A vote to recommend demoli¬ 
tion was tied 4-4 at the Naperville 
Historic Preservation Commis¬ 
sion, but the city council approved 
it. 

Matt Goodman, a lawyer who 


represents potential buyers of 
the property, said the house is in 
“complete disrepair.” 

SS Selma could fully 
sink within 15 years 

T’y GALVESTON — Fans 
I of a near-century-old 
concrete ship that has been part¬ 
ly submerged in the Houston Ship 
Channel since 1922 warn it could 
be fully underwater in 15 years. 

The Galveston County Daily 
News reported that the SS Selma 
launched from Mobile, Ala., in 
June 1919. It was abandoned after 
hitting a reef near Pelican Island 
that tore an unrepairable 60-foot 
hole in its hull. 

The Selma was declared a 
Texas archaeological landmark in 
1993 and is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

There are no plans in place to 
arrest the ship’s sinking. 

Lunch with Buffet 
auction in late May 

1^ P OMAHA — Investor 
b Warren Buffett has al¬ 
ready raised nearly $30 million 


for a California homeless charity 
over the years, and he’s getting 
ready to auction off another pri¬ 
vate lunch. 

The auction planned for later 
this month will be the 20th time 
Buffett has raised money for the 
Glide Foundation, which helps 
the homeless in San Francisco. 

Buffett’s first wife, Susie, intro¬ 
duced him to Glide after she vol¬ 
unteered there. She died in 2004, 
but the connection endured. 

The bidding starts at $25,000 
on May 26 and runs all week. 
The winner can invite up to seven 
friends. 

Residents compete to 
guess time of thaw 

WT WEST DANVILLE 
w I — It’s officially spring 
in one northeastern Vermont 
community, where people bought 
tickets to guess when a cinder 
block would fall through the ice 
at a local pond. 

The cinder block went through 
the ice of Joe’s Pond in West Dan¬ 
ville on April 25 at 5:39 a.m. 

Each year, the Joe’s Pond Ice 
Out Contest asks participants to 
guess the date and time of the ice 


Ellen O’Nan, The Paducah (Ky.) Sun/AP 


melt. 

More than 13,000 tickets were 
sold, and the winner gets more 
than $5,000. The remainder goes 
to the Joe’s Pond Association. 

The association’s website says 
the contest was started in the 
1980s as a result of cabin fever. 

Cops: Fight over dog 
poop led to shooting 

LOUISVILLE —Police 
W\ 1 in Kentucky said an ar¬ 
gument over dog poop ended with 
a man shooting a woman in the 
face and repeatedly shooting an¬ 
other man. 

The Courier Journal reported 
Glenn Gholar Jr., 38, pleaded not 
guilty to first-degree assault in 
the shooting. Louisville police 
said the two wounded people suf¬ 
fered serious injuries and were 
expected to survive. 

Officers said Gholar and the 
two people were arguing about 
dog feces in a yard when he shot 
them. 

They said he fled in a vehicle 
and was pulled over by police, 
who then saw a revolver in “plain 
view” in the car. 

From wire reports 
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From left: Kunal Nayyar, Mayim Bialik, Melissa Rauch, Jim Parsons, Simon Heiberg, Kaley Cuoco and Johnny Galecki, from the cast of 
“The Big Bang Theory,” present the creative achievement award at the Critics’ Choice Awards at the Barker Hangar in Santa Monica, 
Calif., on Jan. 13. The two-part, hour-long finale of “The Big Bang Theory” will air in mid-May on CBS. 


^Big Bang’ teary taping 

Cast gets emotional as it records series finale of popular CBS comedy 


By Lynn Elber 
Associated Press 

Hugs and tears punctuated the final taping 
of “The Big Bang Theory,” a lovefest for its 
stars, crew and audience alike. 

There were plenty of punchlines as well, as 
the true-to-form hit comedy about scientists 
and those who love them wrapped the two- 
part, hour-long finale that will air in mid- 
May on CBS. 

“This show has touched so many hearts,” 
an emotional Kaley Cuoco told the fans who 
filled a Warner Bros, soundstage in Bur¬ 
bank, Calif, on Tuesday. She shared a com¬ 
ment made by series creator Chuck Lorre at 
a reading of the final script: “The Big Bang 
Theory’ will live on in our hearts forever.” 

Johnny Galecki, who plays husband Leon¬ 
ard Hofstadter to Cuoco’s Penny, thanked the 
audience and called the top-rated comedy’s 


12-season run “a dream come true for all of 
us.” 

It was definitely a pinch-me moment for 
those lucky — and persistent — enough to 
be on hand for episode No. 279. Some, urged 
by audience warm-up comedian and emcee 
Mark Sweet, paid tribute to the series that 
turned the really smart set into unlikely 
crowd-pleasers. 

Malerie Shakter of Oakland, Calif, who 
works in the tech industry, said she’s been 
inspired by the powerful female characters 
portrayed on the sitcom. She waited in line 
for 14 hours to get a seat, she said, adding, “I 
would do it all over again.” 

Jim Parsons, who stars as awkward genius 
Sheldon Cooper, had a key fan in attendance: 
His mother, Judy Parsons. The actor, a four¬ 
time Emmy winner for the role, looked re¬ 
laxed and even broke into a few dance moves 
between shots. 


Parsons is keeping ties to his character, as 
an executive producer of “Young Sheldon,” 
the CBS spinoff about the future physicist’s 
childhood in Texas that stars Iain Armitage 
in the title role. 

The cast, including Simon Heiberg, Kunal 
Nayyar and Melissa Rauch, lingered after 
taking their final bows. Mayim Bialik, who 
plays neuroscientist Amy Farrah Fowler, 
hugged Lorre tightly on the stage that was 
named after the series last February. A 
plaque outside the building commemorates 
other projects filmed there, from movie clas¬ 
sic “Casablanca” to the TV series “Chey¬ 
enne” in the 1950s and ’60s. 

The “Big Bang Theory” episode taped 
Tuesday will air as the last half of a two-part 
finale on May 16. Also airing that night is 
“Unraveling the Mystery: A Big Bang Fare¬ 
well,” with Galecki and Cuoco hosting a be¬ 
hind-the-scenes look back at the show. 


‘Jeopardy!’ host 
Trebek gives 
health update 

The Washington Post 

“Jeopardy!” host Alex Trebek 
says his cancer indicators have 
gone down — but his well-being 
hasn’t necessarily improved. 

“My oncologist says I’m doing 
well even though I don’t always 
feel it,” Trebek said Wednesday 
on ABC’s “Good Morning Ameri¬ 
ca,” joking that he has discovered 
he is “a big wuss.” 

Trebek, who was diagnosed this 
year with stage 4 pancreatic can¬ 
cer, explained that chemotherapy 
treatments have brought on surg¬ 
es of “deep, deep sadness.” 

The treatment affects people 
in different ways, he said, and 
“there’s nothing wrong in saying 
I’m really depressed today and I 
have no idea why.” 

In a discussion with host Robin 
Roberts, who is a breast cancer 
survivor, Trebek shared details 
that some battling the disease 
might have kept to themselves. 

He did so, he said, to draw “at¬ 
tention to this particular type of 
devastating cancer.” 

Pancreatic cancer, which is 
almost always found in patients 
over age 45, has the highest mor¬ 
tality rate of all m^or cancers. 
Often, it is diagnosed too late. 

“Pretty soon, we’re going to 
come up with the cure,” Trebek 
said Wednesday. Until then, he 
vowed to continue educating and 
informing the public. 

Trebek also discussed “Jeopar¬ 
dy!” sensation James Holzhauer, 
the show’s reigning champion. 
The professional gambler has 
won $1.5 million in half the time 
it took Ken Jennings. 

Holzhauer, 34, has rocked 
Trebek’s belief that Jennings’ re¬ 
cord of 74 games would never be 
broken. Now, he’s not so sure. 

“[Holzhauer] has no weakness¬ 
es,” Trebek said. “He knows how 
to play the game, has a strategy,” 
he said, adding that the streak 
also has boosted ratings. 


Smollett will not 
return to ‘Empire’ 

Associated Press 

Fox Entertainment said Tuesday that Jussie 
Smollett will not return to his series “Empire” 
next season in the wake of allegations by Chicago 
officials the actor lied about a racially motivated 
attack. 

“By mutual agreement, the studio has negoti¬ 
ated an extension to Jussie Smollett’s option for 
season six, but at this time there are no plans for 
the character of Jamal to return to ‘Empire,’” the 
studio said in a statement that gave no reasoning 
for the decision. 

Fox announced earlier Tuesday that the drama 
about a hip-hop record label and the fiery family 
behind it had been renewed for a sixth season. 

A Smollett representative released a statement 
to several media outlets suggesting a hope that he 
might eventually return. 

“We’ve been told that Jussie will not be on ‘Em¬ 
pire’ in the beginning of the season but he appre¬ 
ciates they have extended his contract to keep 
Jamal’s future open,” the statement said. “Most 
importantly he is grateful to Fox and ‘Empire’ 
leadership, cast, crew and fans for their unwaver¬ 
ing support.” 



Paul Beaty/A P 


Fox Entertainment negotiated an extension to 
Jussie Smollett’s contract option for season six of 
“Empire,” but the network said it has no plans to 
bring Smollett back to the series. 

Smollett’s character was removed from the final 
two episodes of season five. 

Chicago police allege Smollett paid two brothers 
to help him stage a January attack in which he said 
two masked men beat him, hurled racist and ho¬ 
mophobic slurs at him, doused him with a chemi¬ 
cal substance and put a rope around his neck. 

Smollett, who is black and gay, maintains the at¬ 
tack wasn’t staged. He was arrested, but prosecu¬ 
tors later dropped the charges. 


Big battle brings record 
viewing for HBO’s ‘GOT’ 


Associated Press 

HBO’s “Game of Thrones” has 
once again ridden a high body 
count to a record viewer count. 

The Nielsen company says Sun¬ 
day’s big-battle episode, the third 
installment of the final season, 
drew 17.8 million viewers either 
live on the network at 9 p.m. EOT, 
streamed, on-demand or in a 
rerun that aired later that night. 

That made it the week’s 
most-watched show on cable 
or broadcast television and the 
most-watched episode ever of an 
HBO show, topping the “Game of 
Thrones” season eight premiere. 

The episode featured a long-an¬ 
ticipated battle between the living 
and the dead that had a sky-high 
casualty count even for the fa¬ 
mously bloody fantasy series. 

The May 19 series finale is like¬ 
ly to break records. 


CBS had five of the week’s top 
10 shows. 

Obamas unveil slate of 
series, docs for Netflix 

Barack and Michelle Obama 
have unveiled a slate of projects 
in development for Netflix, a year 
after the former president and 
first lady signed a deal with the 
streaming platform. 

The Obamas’ production com¬ 
pany, Higher Ground Produc¬ 
tions, on Tuesday announced a 
total of seven films and series that 
includes a feature film on Freder¬ 
ick Douglass, adapted from David 
W. Blight’s Pulitzer Prize-win¬ 
ning biography. It’s also planning 
an adaptation of The New York 
Times “Overlooked” obituary 
column, about deaths unreported 
by the paper. 
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OPINION _ 

Destined for more partisanship, hatred 


By James Huffman 
InsideSources. com 

t’s a republic, if we can keep it. 

Neither the impeachment of Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump nor his defeat by 
a Democrat in the 2020 election is 
likely to cure what ails American politics. 
That’s because what ails American poli¬ 
tics is a fundamental misunderstanding of 
democracy. To be sustainable, democratic 
government must be an iterative process of 
compromise, not a winner-takes-all com¬ 
petition for power. The goal must be broad 
consensus, not garnering a simple major¬ 
ity of votes. A narrow victory at the polls 
should be cause for humility, not a victory 
dance in the end zone. 

When President Barack Obama was 
elected, he let Republicans know that elec¬ 
tions have consequences. Republicans, in 
turn, made it their mission to block every 
Obama initiative. When Trump was elect¬ 
ed, he claimed total victory, while Demo¬ 
crats immediately raised the prospect of 
impeachment and declared themselves the 
resistance. 

Never mind that Obama was elected 
with only 53 percent of the vote in 2008 
and 51 percent in 2012, while Trump gar¬ 
nered only 46 percent in 2016. After each 
election the roughly half of the voters who 
preferred the losing candidate were effec¬ 
tively unrepresented in the White House. 


You lost. We won. Elections have 
consequences. 

Indeed they do. But if the consequence 
of each election is that the victorious party 
believes it gets to run roughshod over the 
interests of the losing party and the losing 
party understands that its mission until the 
next election is to resist every initiative of 
the m^ority party, we are doomed to a fu¬ 
ture of partisan warfare, disruptive trans¬ 
fers of power and neglect of the important 
and necessary work of government. 

Thanks to the founding generation our 
constitution places many obstacles in the 
way of m^oritarian tyranny. These obsta¬ 
cles — a bicameral Congress with a Senate 
representing states, not population; a pres¬ 
idential veto; enumerated powers in Con¬ 
gress; judicial review; a Bill of Rights; and 
the Electoral College — give minorities 
leverage they would not have in a purely 
m^oritarian system. But that is leverage 
meant to force compromise, not to facili¬ 
tate uncompromising resistance. 

The framers could only give us the tools 
for an effective republic, but as Benjamin 
Franklin is said to have advised a citizen in 
Philadelphia after the constitutional con¬ 
vention, it’s up to us to make it work. 

Even if impeachment is an appropriate 
way to remove an offensive and ignorant 
president, impeachment in the current 
climate will only fuel the partisan flames. 


With more than 20 Democrats already 
seeking their party’s nomination for presi¬ 
dent, an inevitably lengthy impeachment 
process will assure that the 2020 election 
will be polluted by a dumpster fire only 
Donald Trump could relish. Even without 
impeachment. Trump will assure that the 
next election further erodes our politics. 

Perhaps a moderate Democrat willing to 
say no to Trump hatred as the party plat¬ 
form could help quench partisan flames 
in a general election, but the party base 
appears intent on resistance right to the 
election. The only other avenues of escape 
from a partisan conflagration in 2020 are a 
Republican Party willing to risk the White 
House by nominating a candidate of prin¬ 
ciple and basic human decency, or a third 
party or independent candidate committed 
to keeping the republic rather than grasp¬ 
ing for power. 

But let’s get real. None of that is going 
to happen. With both parties seeing only 
evil in the other and committed to victory 
uber alles, with the cable news pundits 
fanning the flames, we are destined for yet 
more partisanship and hatred of our fellow 
citizens until both parties figure out what 
it takes to keep our democratic republic. 
Hint — it’s not we’re good, you’re evil; nor 
is it we won, you lost. 

James Huffman is dean emeritus at Lewis & Clark 
Law School in Portland, Ore. 


Time to get much tougher on the anti-vaccine crowd 


By Juliette Kayyem 
Special to The Washington Post 

I love my children. And, if I’m in a gra¬ 
cious mood, I believe that parents who 
do not vaccinate their children love 
theirs as much as I love mine. 

But, I am quite confident in this fact: I 
love their children much more than they 
love mine. These anti-vaxxer parents — 
call them free-riders or even pro-plague 
— are putting my children and our com¬ 
munities at risk to cater to their errone¬ 
ous belief that vaccinations would harm 
their children rather than contribute to the 
elimination of childhood diseases. 

It is time we stop viewing the anti-vax 
movement and its adherents’ responsibility 
for the measles outbreak as a public health 
problem. With more than 700 reported 
cases confirmed in 22 states, it is now a 
public safety crisis, and the tools of public 
safety — arrests, fines, isolation — are ab¬ 
solutely necessary. 

We are not in a “both sides” moment. On 
Friday, President Donald Trump finally 
conceded that his previous statements 
questioning the safety of vaccinations 
(promoting the debunked claim that vac¬ 
cinations contribute to autism) were erro¬ 
neous. He didn’t put it that way, of course; 
instead, when pressed, he said, “They have 
to get the shots.” Just as he does with “both 
sides” statements regarding white suprem¬ 
acists, Trump promotes risky, unscientific 
ideologies until the reality of their harms 
becomes too dangerous to ignore. 

And, when it comes to the measles, it is 
too late to ignore. “Get the shots” is not a 
plan. We are in a crisis; an avoidable one, 
but a crisis nonetheless. Measles cases in 
the United States have exceeded the high¬ 
est number on record since the disease 
was declared eliminated nationwide in 
2000. Trump’s statement came too late; the 
measles are back. 

It is important to remember that the 
measles outbreak is not only the result of 
low-information communities or religious 
exceptions. Indeed, religious leaders are 



Damian Dovarganes/AP 


A poster released by Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health is displayed 
as experts answer questions reganding 
the measles response and the quarantine 
orders in Los Angeles on Friday. 

urging their adherents to get the shots, 
even in the Hassidic communities hit hard¬ 
est by outbreaks. Imagine, instead, that 
this outbreak is what happens when neg¬ 
ligent people do negligent things, such as 
sending a kid to school with a loaded gun 
and hoping for the best. 

In some places, sadly, more education is 
necessary, especially in isolated commu¬ 
nities. But some of the crisis was bred in 
well-off and informed communities, where 
voodoo science is given equal weight with 
yoga and kale; vaccination rates in areas 
of California have, at times, been less than 
rates in South Sudan. And this utter negli¬ 
gence has had, until last week, a safe harbor 
in the White House (and is being amplified 
by Russia, a hostile foreign power that ex¬ 
acerbates this false narrative through its 
disinformation bot-farms to promote an 
unsafe America). 

The initial steps we have taken are es¬ 
sential: prohibit nonvaccinated children 
from public spaces, including schools; pro¬ 
mote educational efforts; and, in extreme 
cases, force isolation on pockets of popu¬ 
lations that might have been exposed to 


the outbreak, as is happening now in the 
University of California system. But these 
efforts affect the children who might have 
been put at risk by the decision of individu¬ 
als not to vaccinate. Viewed through the 
lens of public safety, it is the parents who 
should be punished. Why not make them 
pay for the harms they are causing? 

Fines for the increased public safety 
burdens put on these communities by a 
few ought not to be the responsibility of all. 
In many states, when hikers ignore warn¬ 
ings that certain trails are too dangerous 
and then have to be rescued, the fees for 
the rescue must be paid by the hikers. It’s 
a fine for making a self-centered decision 
that placed an unreasonable burden on a 
larger community. Measles should be no 
different. 

In the same way we have created sex of¬ 
fenders lists to protect our children, com¬ 
munities can inventory families that choose 
not to be vaccinated, notifying employers 
of these parents as well as neighbors who 
may choose not to expose their children. 
Exceptions might be made for religious or 
medical reasons, but not for those who are 
simply choosing to ignore the science. 

The anti-vaxxers are also putting at risk 
populations that cannot be vaccinated due 
to health conditions or allergic reactions. 
Mostly children and the elderly, these peo¬ 
ple are dependent on the rest of us being 
vaccinated so that they can benefit from 
herd protections; they should be the only 
acceptable free-riders. 

Yes, this language is harsh, the lan¬ 
guage of a homeland security expert, not 
a pediatrician. Maybe the threat of greater 
penalties will get these parents to be less 
self-centered. But, sometimes a crisis re¬ 
quires a change in orientation if only to 
scare the free-riders into loving my chil¬ 
dren as much as I love theirs. 


Juliette Kayyem is the faculty chair of the 
Homeland Security Project at Harvard 
University’s Kennedy School of Government, a 
former assistant secretary at the Department of 
Homeland Security and the author of “Security 
Mom: An Unclassified Guide to Protecting Our 
Homeland and Your Home.” 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 


Startups' failure dims hopes for social robots 


Ted Shaffrey/AP 

Anki Inc. CEO Boris Sofman holds Vector, the company’s new home 
robot, in New York in July. The San Francisco-based startup has 
announced it is shutting down. 


By Matt O’Brien 

Associated Press 

Hopes that the tech industry 
was on the cusp of rolling person¬ 
al robots into homes are dimming 
now that several once-promising 
consumer robotics companies 
have shut down. 

The latest casualty was San 
Francisco startup Anki, maker 
of the playful toy robot Cozmo, 
which upon its release in 2016 
seemed like the start of a new 
wave of sociable machines. 

That dream ended this week 
when Anki CEO and co-founder 
Boris Sofman gathered many of 
the company’s nearly 200 employ¬ 
ees to deliver the news that all of 
them would be laid off Wednes¬ 
day. The bad news soon spread 
to fans and owners of Cozmo and 
its newer cousin, Vector, unveiled 
last year in an effort to appeal to 
grown-ups. 

“Cozmo was the first robot 
that felt almost alive,” said David 
Schaefer, a programmer and 
robot enthusiast in Portland, 
Ore., who was so enamored with 
the feisty machine that he created 
a “Life with Cozmo” channel on 
YouTube that’s attracted millions 
of viewers. 

One of the most popular videos, 
called “Unrequited Love,” docu¬ 


ments Cozmo’s awkward interac¬ 
tions with a guinea pig. 

Anki’s demise was part of a 
string of failed efforts to launch 
lifelike robots into the market. 
Boston-based Jibo, founded by 
one of the pioneers of social ro¬ 
botics, went out of business less 
than a year after its curvy talking 


speaker made the cover of Time 
Magazine’s “best inventions” 
edition. 

Another startup, California- 
based Mayfield Robotics, last 
year stopped manufacturing 
Kuri, a camera-equipped ma¬ 
chine marketed as a watchful 
roving nanny. 



Washington passes law for delivery robots 


Associated Press 

OLYMPIA, Wash. — Only on 
sidewalks and crosswalks, only 
with human oversight and always 
with functioning brakes — those 
are some of the new rules for per¬ 
sonal delivery robots in Washing¬ 
ton state. 


Gov. Jay Inslee signed a bill 
imposing those rules and others 
Tuesday, setting out a framework 
for a new technology that is grow¬ 
ing in popularity, after lawmak¬ 
ers wrestled with whether they 
should be treated as automobiles, 
pedestrians or something else 
entirely. 


Companies including Amazon 
have rolled out robot delivery pro¬ 
grams. The company began test¬ 
ing six-wheeled robots recently in 
Snohomish County, Wash. 

The bill also requires identifica¬ 
tion numbers, liability insurance, 
accident reporting and lights for 
night operation. 


None of them has been able to 
compete with immobile smart 
speakers made by Amazon, Apple 
and Google, which cost less than 
their more physically complex 
robotic counterparts but are pow¬ 
ered by ever-improving artificial- 
intelligence systems that serve 
most users’ needs. 

“AI without a body has caught 
on really well,” said Yan Fossat, 
head of the research lab at To¬ 
ronto-based Klick Health, which 
is exploring social robotics in the 
medical field. “Physical robots, 
with a body to do something, are 
not really catching up.” They cost 
too much for the marginal service 
they offer, he said. 

Still, Anki got farther than most 
of its robotics hardware peers in 
appealing to the masses with an 
emotionally intelligent machine 
that cost hundreds of dollars less 
than Jibo, Kuri or Sony’s robotic 
dog Aibo. 

“You cannot sell a robot for 
$800 or $1,000 that has capabili¬ 
ties of less than an Alexa,” Sof¬ 
man told The Associated Press 
last year. 

He and other company leaders 
declined comment Tuesday, but a 
spokesman said the company was 
“exploring all options to keep our 
products functioning and cloud 
services running.” 


MARKET WATCH 


April 30, 2019 

Dow Jones 33.52 

industrials 26,592.91 

Nasdaq -66.46 

composite 8,095.39 

Standard & 2.8O 

Poor’s 500 2,945.83 


Russell 

2000 


The company reported about 
$100 million in annual revenue in 
2017, and as of last year had sold 
more than 1.5 million products, 
including its robots and the car¬ 
racing game Overdrive. 

“It does feel a little devastat¬ 
ing,” said Schaefer, who this 
week started the Twitter hashtag 
#SaveAnki in hopes that a bigger 
tech company or toy maker might 
acquire it. “Anki took steps to¬ 
ward robotics that other compa¬ 
nies haven’t tried yet.” 


EXCHANGE RATES 

Military rates 

Euro costs (May 2). 

Dollar buys (May 2). 

British pound (May 2). 

Japanese yen (May 2). 

South Korean won (May 2). 

Commercial rates 
Bahrain (Dinar). 

....$1.1521 

...€0.8680 

.$1.33 

.92.00 

.0.3770 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

....$1.3076 
.1.3404 

China 1 Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

FnvntrPniinri). 

.6.7349 

.6.6436 

Euro.$1.1239/0.8898 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8450 

Hungary (Forint).288.81 

Japan (Yen). 

.111.36 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty) 

.0.3045 

.8.6366 

.51.73 

.3.81 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

.3.7450 

.1.3591 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira). 

...1,163.80 

.1.0149 

.31.91 

.5.9534 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market ra 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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avul tke kaYuld.ovne Senator lived 
kafpily ever after. 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Dallas eager, 
for short 
4 Reindeer 
herder 

8 Persian leader 

12 Hit CBS series 

13 Vicinity 

14 Roof overhang 

15 Like some salad 
dressings 

17Frat letters 

18 Duo 

19 Sikhs’ headwear 
21 Enjoy, as 

fine food 

24 Luau bowlful 

25 Guitar’s kin 

26 Yule quaff 
28 Desert flora 
32 Simple 

34 Drench 

36 Lunch hour 

37 Pesto herb 

39 Super Bowl VIP 

41 P followers 

42 Joke 

44 Learned one 
46 Sans 

50 Lucy of 
“Elementary” 

51 Coup d’ — 

52 “Deathtrap” 
playwright 

56 Impetuous 

57 Toy block name 

58 Here, to Henri 

59 BPOE members 


60 Beloved 

61 Fanatic 

DOWN 

1 Roman 1105 

2 “— was 
saying ...” 

3 Wine producers 

4 Snorkeling site 

5 Altar 
constellation 

6 Impudent 

7 Settle a debt 

8 Belgrade native 

9 “Funny!” 

10 Bard’s river 

11 Big name in oil 
16 Farm female 
20Sinbad’s bird 

21 — luck 
(accidental 
success) 

22 Furniture brand 


23 At once 

27 Jewel 

29 French 
chicken dish 

30 Undecided 

31 “Meet Me 
— Louis” 

33 Pizza slices, 
often 

35 Sports bar sets 

38 Asian language 

40 Wan quality 

43 Screen 
Actors — 

45 Compete 

46 Existed 

47 Slanted type 
(Abbr.) 

48 Chore 

49 Sloth’s home 

53 Khan title 

54 Post-op area 

55 Little louse 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



5-2 


CRYPTOQUIP 


HDXC GKV AKAVFWEX WC 


XIAEG IXWQKH HNED FKEL KT 


IWFX LDXXA, N’Q BKCLNQXU 


EDWE UWI-NTNBWENKC. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: BOVINE LEATHER THAT 
HAS BEEN SOMEWHAT MIXED WITH METAL TO 
GIVE IT MORE STRENGTH: IRON OXHIDE. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: A equals P 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corT 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 




D Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 


^ (different breeds) for ^ 


Automotive 140 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 1^ 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC yehicles 

Free Europe-wide delivery 



Read 

STARSKi^STRIPES. 

online at 



Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, music, video games, 

Get entertained with... 


STARSigSTRIPES. 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARS^I^STRI pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 



Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


»es.com su| 


STRIPES, 


Mobile 
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STARS 

Presents 


kAND. 


STRIPES, 


A STARS AND STRIPES PODCAST 


A new podcast from the unique perspective only 
Stars and Stripes can provide. 

Join us as we examine the influence of private military 
contracting on today’s armed forces. 

Explore the culture, history, myths and facts of the new 
reality of modern warfare. 


Listen Now on 

w AppStore | GoogdePlay 

and on Stnpei 


Hosted by MJchelle Harven and 
Air Force veteran Desmon Farris 


Available Now 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

NATIONAL BASEBALL HALL OF FAME 
AND MUSEUM - Named Tim Mead presi¬ 
dent. 

Major League Baseball 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF 
BASEBALL — Suspnded Houston minor 
ieague 3B J.J. Matijevic 50 games after a 
second positive test for a drug of abuse 
in violation of the Minor League Drug 
Prevention and Treatment Program. 

American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Added RHP 
Shawn Armstrong to the 25-man roster. 

DETROIT TIGERS - Placed RHP Tyson 
Ross on the paternity list. Activated SS 
Jordy Mercer from the 10-day IL. Placed 
2B Josh Harrison on the 10-day IL. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Selected the 
contract of RHP Griffin Canning. Desig¬ 
nated RHP John Curtiss for assignment. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Recalled OF 
Braden Bishop from Tacoma (PCL). 
Optioned OF Mallex Smith to Tacoma. 
Named Ichiro Suzuki as an instructor for 
the team. 

National League 

MIAMI MARLINS - Optioned OF Lewis 
Brinson to New Orleans (PCL). Reinstat¬ 
ed OF Garrett Cooper from the 10-day IL. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Placed SS Fer¬ 
nando Tatis Jr. on the 10-day IL, retroac¬ 
tive to April 29. Recalled RHP Phil Maton 
from El Paso (PCL). 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Selected 
the contract of LHP Dan Jennings from 
Harrisburg (EL). Placed 3B Anthony 
Rendon on the 10-day IL, retroactive to 
April 27. Recalled INF Adrian Sanchez 
from Harrisburg (EL). Optioned RHP Er¬ 
ick Fedde to Harrisburg. Designated RHP 
Austin Adams for assignment. 

BASKETBALL 

Women’s National Basketball Association 

LOS ANGELES SPARKS - Re-signed G 
Chelsea Gray. 

FOOTBALL 

National Footbaii League 

iNDIANAPOLiS COLTS - Signed RB 
Spencer Ware. Waived S Isaiah Johnson 
and DT DeShawn Williams. Released WR 
James Wright. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Waived RB 
James Butler, LB Cayson Collins, WR 
Rashard Davis, G-C Cameron Hunt and 
WR De’Mornay Pierson-EI. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Claimed LB Riley 
Bullough off waivers from Tampa Bay. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Waived 
DB Alex Carter, G Kyle Fuller, OT Darius 
James, WR Tre McBride, DB Harlan Miller 
and G Sales! Uhatafe. Signed DE Ryan 
Bee, LB B.J. Bunt, OT Juwann Bushell-Be- 
atty, TE Elkanah Dillon, S Jojo McIntosh, 
OT Chidi Okeke and WRs T.J. Rahming 
and Steve Smith Jr. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Signed D 
Markus Phillips to a three-year entry- 
level contract. 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Acquired D 
Adam Fox from Carolina for a 2019 sec¬ 
ond-round draft pick and a conditional 
20202 third-round draft pick. 

MOTORSPORTS 

NASCAR — Reinstated Truck Series 
driver Austin Wayne following a viola¬ 
tion of the substance abuse policy. Fined 
Austin Dillon’s crew chief Danny Stock- 
man Jr. $25,000, deducted 10 champion¬ 
ship points and suspended chief Gregory 
Ebert one race for infractions last week¬ 
end in the Geico 500. Fined Ryan Blaney’s 
crew chief Jeremy Bullins $10,000 for 
loose lug nuts found on Blaney’s car af¬ 
ter the race. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

MLS — Suspended Philadelphia Union 
D Kai Wagner an additional match for 
the red card he received for serious foul 
play in the 89th minute of Philadelphia’s 
match against the Montreal Impact. 

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION - Named 
Kevin Hitchcock assistant coach. 

COLLEGE 

BELMONT - Named Mick Hedgepeth 
men’s director of basketball operations. 

EASTERN MICHIGAN - Named Nicole 
Sherwin assistant director of compli- 

GEORGE MASON - Named Dr. Deborah 
Beck Corbatto deputy athletic director, 
internal operations/risk management. 

NEW JERSEY CITY - Announced the 
school will join the Skyline Conference 
as an affiliate member in men’s volley¬ 
ball in Spring, 2020. 

NORTH CAROLINA - Named Courtney 
Banghart women’s basketball coach. 

VIRGINIA — Announced graduate WRs 
Dejon Brissett (Richmond) and Terrell 
Chatman (Arizona State) will transfer to 
the school. 

WAKE FOREST - Signed football 
coach Dave Clawson to a contract exten¬ 
sion through the 2026 season. 


College baseball 

1 

Tennis 

1 

Pro soccer 


Tuesday’s scores 

EAST 

Army 12, Sacred Heart 1 
Boston College 2, Rhode Island 1 
Bryant 8, Quinnipiac 6 
Delaware 6, Saint Joseph’s 2 
Fordham 7, Albany 5,10 innings 
George Washington 8, Penn 4 
Hartford 5, UMass 4,10 innings 
Lafayette 15, Rider 0 
La Salle9, UMBC5 
LIU 7, Stony Brook 6 
Maine 8, Brown 5 
NJ Tech 8, Fairfield 0 
Niagara 6, Cansius 5 
NYU 16, Baruch 1 
Pittsburgh 11, UMES 0 
St. Bonaventure 1, Binghamton 0 
St. John’s 6, Iona 1 
Seton Hall 8, St. Peter’s 1 
UConn 9, Cent. Connecticut 1 
SOUTH 

Florida Atlantic 11, Florida Gulf Coast 5 
Georgia 9, The Citadel 0 
High Point 6, Elon 2 
Jacksonville 5, Bethune-Cookman 0 
Louisville 11, W. Kentucky 4 
Memphis 11, Arkansas St. 9 
North Carolina 11, Liberty 5 
NC Greensboro at Charlotte, ccd. 

NC State 11, UNC Wilmington 3 
South Florida 6, Stetson 4 
Tenn.-Martin 7, Lipscomb 3 
West Virginia 2, Marshall 0 
MIDWEST 

Butler at Purdue-Ft. Wayne, ccd. 

III.-Chicago at Nore Dame, ccd. 

Illinois St. at Northwestern, ccd. 
Miami (Ohio) 7, Xavier 4 
Missouri St. at Wichita St., ccd. 

N. Dakota St. at Minnesota, ccd. 

SlU Edwardsville at Saint Louis, ccd. 
Valparaiso at Chicago St., ccd. 

W. Illinois at Iowa, ccf. 

SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas 14, Grambling 3 
Creighton 6, Omaha 2 
Houston Baptist 6, Texas Southern 4 
Incarnate Word 14, Prairie View 3 
Lamar at Baylor, ccd. 

Oklahoma St. at Oral Roberts, ccd. 
Texas A&M 15, Sam Houston St. 5 
Texas A&M-Corpus Christ! 8, Texas 2 
Texas Rio Grande Valley 6, Texas Tech 3 
FAR WEST 

Air Force 3, Kansas 2 

UCLA 8, Pepperdine 5 

UC Riverside 11, UNLV 7 

UC Santa Barbara 6, CSU Bakersfield 4 


Champions Tour 
money leaders 

Through April 28 


Rank Name 

1. Scott McCarron 

2. Kirk Triplett 

3. Bernhard Langer 

4. Kevin Sutherland 

5. Tom Lehman 

6. David Toms 

7. Miguel Angel Jimenez 

8. Woody Austin 

9. Marco Dawson 

10. Mark O’Meara 

11. Brandt Jobe 

12. Scott Parel 

13. Colin Montgomerie 

14. Jerry Kelly 

15. Jeff Maggert 

16. Joe Durant 

17. Tom Pernice Jr. 

18. Paul Broadhurst 

19. Kent Jones 

20. Fred Couples 

21. Olin Browne 

22. Stephen Ames 

23. Billy Andrade 

24. Ken Tanigawa 

25. Bob Estes 

26. Paul Goydos 

27. Darren Clarke 

28. Scott Hoch 


Trn Money 

- $666,868 
$653,191 
$600,633 
$569,425 
$416,876 
$399,601 
$377,117 
$366,352 
$335,051 
$329,938 
$288,760 
$277,633 
$275,940 
$271,273 
$264,848 
$238,296 
$235,678 
$226,149 
$225,961 
$220,509 
$219,090 
$217,753 
$217,001 
$212,248 
$195,470 
$193,696 
$191,890 
$186,399 


Fight schedule 

May 4 

Stockton, Calif., Artur Beterbiev vs. 
Radivoje Kalajdzic, 12, for Beterbiev’s IBF 
light heavyweight title; Jerwin Ancajas 
vs. Ryuichi Funai, 12, for Ancajas’ IBF Ju¬ 
nior bantamweight title. 

AtT-Mobile, Arena, Las Vegas, Canelo 
Alvarez vs. Daniel Jacobs, 12, for Alva¬ 
rez’s WBA Super and Jacobs’ WBC/IBF 
middleweight titles; David Lemieux vs. 
John Ryder, 12, for the interim WBA World 
super middleweight title; Vergil Ortiz Jr. 
vs. Mauricio Herrera, 10, welterweights; 
Pablo Cesar Cano vs. Michael Perez, 10, 
for Cano’s WBC International Silver su¬ 
per lightweight title; Lament Roach vs. 
Jonathan Oquendo, 10, for Roach’s WBO 
International and Oquendo’s WBO NABO 
super featherweight titles. Sadam Ali vs. 
Anthony Young, 10, for the vacant WBC 
USNBC Silver welterweight title. 

May 11 

At EagleBank Arena, Fairfax, Va., Jar- 
rett Hurd vs. Julian Williams, 12, for 
Hurd’s IBF/IBO/WBA junior middle¬ 
weight titles; Mario Barrios vs. Juan 
Jose Velasco, 10, Junior welterweights; 
Matt Korobov vs. Immanuwel Aleem, 10, 
middleweights; Alexandru Marin vs. Luis 
Concepcion, 12, super flyweights; Ste¬ 
phen Fulton vs. Paulus Ambunda, 12, su¬ 
per banatamweights; Demond Nicholson 
vs. Ernest Amuzu, 10, middleweights. 

At the Convention Center, Tucson, 


Estoril Open 

Tuesday 

At Clube de Tenis do Estoril 
Estoril, Portugal 
Purse: $584,200 (WT2S0) 
Surface^piay-Dutdoor 

First Round 

lardy, France, de .. __ 
_1 (7), Spain, 5-7, 6-1, 6-2. 

Malek Jaziri, Tunisia, def. Nicolas Jar- 
ry, Chile, 6-3, 3-6, 6-4. 

Alejandro Davidovich Fokina, Spain, 
def. Taylor Fritz, United States, 7-6 (3), 
6-4. 

John Millman, Australia, def. Bernard 
Tomic, Australia, 6-3, 6-0. 

Joao Sousa, Portugal, def. Alexei 
Popyrin, Australia, 6-4, 2-6, 6-2. 

Pablo Cuevas, Uruguay, def. Salvatore 
Caruso, Italy, 6-2, 6-2. 

Leonardo Mayer, Argentina, def. Du- 
san Lajovic (5), Serbia, 7-6 (3), 6-4. 

Frances Tiafoe (8), United States, def. 
Mikhail Kukushkin, Kazahstan, 6-3, 7-5. 


viuiuu Miiureuzzi, MiyeiiLiiia, ariu nuyu 
Dellien, Bolivia, def. Ben McLachlan, Ja¬ 
pan and Matwe Middelkoop (2), Nether¬ 
lands, 6-3, 6-4. 

Prague Open 

Tuesday 

At TK Sparta Praha 
Prague, Czech Republic 
Purse: $226,750 Ontl.) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Anna Karolina Schmiedlova, Slovakia, 
def. Viktoria Kuzmova (7), Slovakia, 6-3, 
6-3. 

Jil Teichmann, Switzerland, def. Ekate¬ 
rina Alexandrova, Russia, 6-3, 6-4. 

Bernarda Pera, United States, def. Bar¬ 
bara Haas, Austria, 6-4, 6-2. 

Tamara Korpatsch, Germany, def. 
Aleksandra Krunic, Serbia, 

Mandy Minella, Luxembourg, def. Jas¬ 
mine Paolini, Italy, 6-3, 6-1. 

Katerina Siniakova (6), Czech Repub¬ 
lic, def. Dalila Jakupovic, Slovakia, 6-0, 
6-2. 

Wang Qiang (3), China, def. Margarita 
Gasparyan, Russia, 6-3, 3-6, 6-2. 

Jana Cepelova, Slovakia, def. Stefanie 
Voegele, Switzerland, 6-1, 6-2. 

Jessica Pegula, United States, def. An¬ 
drea Petkovic, Germany, 6-4, 6-7 (7), 6-3. 

Barbora Strycova (9), Czech Republic, 
def. Mona Barthel, Germany, 6-4, 6-2. 

Antonia Lottner, Germany, def. Marie 
Bouzkova, Czech Republic, 6-1, 6-4. 

Anastasia Potapova, Russia, def. An- 
astasija Sevastova (2), Latvia, 2-6, 6-3, 
6-2. 

Jennifer Brady, United States, def. 
Danielle Collins (5), United States, 5-7, 
6-3, 6-0. 

Karolina Muchova, Czech Republic, 
def. Iga Swiatek, Poland, 4-6, 6-1, 6-4. 

Svetlana Kuznetsova, Russia, def. Mi- 
haela Buzarnescu (4), Romania, 6-4, 6-2. 

Natalia Vikhlyantseva, Russia, def. 
Kristyna Pliskova, Czech Republic, 6-3, 
6-4. 


rie Bouzkova, Czech Republic and Eva 
Wacanno, Netherlands, 6-2,6-1. 

Makoto Ninomiya, Japan and Yana 
Sizikova, Russia, leads Lucie Safarova 
and Barbora Stefkova, Czech Republic, 
6-4, 3-3, SUSP. 

Morocco Open 

At Royal Club de Tennis 
Rabat, Morocco 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Hsieh Su-wei (2), Taiwan, def. Daria 
Gavrilova, Australia, 6-1, 3-6, 6-2. 

Maria Sakkari (6), Greece, def. Olga 
Danilovic, Serbia, 6-0, 6-2. 

Polona Hercog, Slovenia, def. Petra 
Martic (5), Croatia, 7-6 (1), 6-4. 

Timea Bacsinszky, Switzerland, def. 
Johanna Larsson, Sweden, 6-3, 6-1. 

Lara Arruabarrena, Spain, def. Vera 
Zvonareva, Russia, 7-6 (8), 7-5. 

Varvara Lepchenko, United States, def. 
Sara Sorribes Tormo, Spain, 6-3, 6-3. 

Johanna Konta (7), Britain, def. Wang 
Yafan, China, 4-6, 7-6 (0), 6-4. 

Ajia Tomljanovic (4), Australia, def. 
Fiona Ferro, France, 6-4, 6-4. 

Ysaline Bonaventure, Belgium, def. 
Magdalena Rybarikova, Slovakia, 2-6, 6- 
1, 7-6 (7). 

Elise Mertens (1), Belgium, def. Kirtsen 
Flipkens, Belgium, 6-3, 6-1. 


First Round 

Beatriz Haddad Maia and Luisa Ste- 
fani, Brazil, def. Cornelia Lister, Sweden 
and Renata Voracova, Czech Republic, 
6-1, 7-5. 

Nicole Melichar, United States and 
Kveta Peschke (1), Czech Republic, def. 
Xenia Knoll, Switzerland, and Aleksandra 
Krunic, Serbia, 4-6, 6-3, 10-5. 

Miyu Kato, Japan and Storm Sanders, 
Australia, def. Barbora Strycova, and 
Marketa Vondrousova (3), Czech Repub¬ 
lic, 6-3, 3-6, 10-6. 

Denisa Allertova and Tereza Smitkova, 
Czech Republic, def. Desirae Krawcyzk, 
United States and Giuliana Olmos (4), 
Mexico, 6-4, 7-6 (9). 

Shuko Aoyama, Japan and Abigail 
Spears (2), United States, def. Ma- 


1,0 Vargas, 12, for Berchelt’s WBC super 
featherweight title; Emanuel Navarrete 
vs. Isaac Dogboe, 12, for Navarrete’s 
WBO super bantamweight title. 

May 13 

At Tokyo, Moruti Mthalane vs. Masa- 
yuki Kuroda, 12, for Mthalane’s IBF fly¬ 
weight title. 

May 17 

At Belfast, Northern Ireland, Ryan Bur¬ 
nett vs. Jelbirt Gomera, 12, for the vacant 
WBC International super bantamweight 

At the Montreal Casino, Jonathan Rice 
vs. Arslanbek Makhmudo, 10, for the va¬ 
cant WBC Continental Americas heavy¬ 
weight title; Mathieu Germain vs. Jose 
Eduardo Lopez Rodriguez, 10, for the 
vacant IBF North American super light¬ 
weight title. 

May 18 

Aarhus, Denmark, Mateo Damian Ve- 
ron vs. Lolenga Mock, 12, for the vacant 
IBA World super middleweight title. 

At Stevenage, England, Billy Joe Saun¬ 
ders vs. Shefat Isufi, 12, for the vacant 
interim WBO super middleweight title. 

At Glasgow, Scotland, Emmanuel Ro¬ 
driguez vs. Naoya Inoue, 12, for Rodri¬ 
guez’s IBF and Inoue WBA World ban¬ 
tamweight titles (World Boxing Super 
Series semifinals). 

At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., 
Deontay Wilder vs. Dominic Breazeale, 
12, for Wilder’s WBC heavyweight title; 
Gary Russell Jr. vs. Kiko Martinez, 12, for 


17 13 10 
17 12 14 
14 13 10 
13 19 13 
13 8 11 

12 13 14 
12 11 12 
9 12 13 


14 18 15 
10 11 16 
10 19 15 
8 12 19 
7 11 19 
6 7 12 

12 24 


First Round 

Georgina Garcia Perez, Spain and Ok¬ 
sana Kalashnikova, Georgia, def. Lesley 
Kerkhove and Bibiane Schoofs, Nether¬ 
lands, 6-2, 6-2. 

Greet Minnen and Alison Van Uyt- 
vanck, Belgium, def. Sada Nahimana, Bu¬ 
rundi and Lina Qostal, Morocco, 6-2, 6-3. 

Olga Danilovic, Serbia and Tamara 
Zidansek, Slovenia, def. Monique Adam- 
czak and Jessica Moore (3), Australia, 
6-2, 6-3. 

Ana Bogdan, Romania and Isabella 
Shinikova, Bulgaria, def. Timea Bacsin¬ 
szky, Switzerland and Andreea Mitu, Ro¬ 
mania, 7-5, 6-7 (3), 10-2. 

Alexa Guarachi, Chile and Sabrina 
Santamaria (4), United States, def. Anna 
Danilina and Galina Voskoboeva, Ka¬ 
zakhstan, 4-6, 6-3, 10-8. 

Munich Open 

Tuesday 
At MTTC Iphitos 
Munich 

Purse: $584,200 (WT250) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Diego Schwartzman (6), Argentina, 
def. Benoit Paire, France, 6-4,1-6, 6-1. 

Juan Ignacio Londero, Argentina, def. 
Maximilian Marterer, Germany, 6-2, 4-6, 
6-2. 

Thiago Monteiro, Brazil, def. Jan-Len- 
nard Struff, Germany, 6-1, 6-1. 

Cristian Garin, Chile, def. Yannick 
Maden, Germany, 6-4, 6-2. 

Martin Klizan, Slovakia, def. Ernests 
Gulbis, Latvia, 6-3, 7-5. 

Philipp Kohlschreiber, Germany, def. 
Andreas Seppi, Italy, 6-2, 7-5. 

Guido Pella (7), Argentina, def. Mischa 
Zverev, Germany, 6-2, 6-1 

Matteo Berrettini, Italy, def. Denis Is¬ 
tomin, Uzbeksitan, 7-6 (5), 6-3. 

Denis Kudia, United States, def. Kyle 
Edmund (5), Britain, 6-4, 6-3. 

Rudolf Molleker, Germany, def. Marius 
Copil, Romania, 7-6 (5), 4-6, 6-4. 


D.C. United 5 

Montreal 5 

Philadelphia 4 

Toronto FC 4 

Columbus 4 

Orlando City 3 

New York City FC 2 
Chicago 2 

New York 2 

Atlanta 2 

Cincinnati 2 

New England 


Los Angeles FC 7 1 

LA Galaxy 7 1 

Seattle 5 1 

FC Dallas 5 2 

Houston 5 1 

Minnesota United 4 3 

Real Salt Lake 3 5 

Sporting KC 2 2 

San Jose 2 5 

Portland 2 5 

Vancouver 1 5 

Colorado 0 7 _ _ __ 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday, April 24 
New York City FC 1, Chicago 0 
D.C. United 1, Columbus 0 
Montreal 3, New England 0 
LA Galaxy 0, Minnesota United 0, tie 
San Jose 2, Seattle 2, tie 

Saturday, April 27 

Orlando City 1, New York City FC 1, tie 
Portland 2, Toronto FC 1 
San Jose 0, FC Dallas 0, tie 
Philadelphia 1, Vancouver 1, tie 
Atlanta 1, Colorado 0 
New York 1, Cincinnati 0 
Houston 2, Columbus 0 
New England 4, Sporting Kansas City 
4, tie 

Sunday, April 28 

Montreal 1, Chicago 0 
Minnesota United 1, D.C. United 0 
Los Angeles FC 1, Seattle 1, tie 
LA Galaxy 2, Real Salt Lake 1 
Wednesday’s game 
Cincinnati at Philadelphia 
Friday’s game 
Vancouver at Colorado 

Saturday’s games 
LA Galaxy at New York 
FC Dallas at Houston 
Toronto FC at Orlando City 
New York City FC at Montreal 
New Englancfat Philadelphia 
Columbus at D.C. United 
Seattle at Minnesota United 
Portland at Real Salt Lake 
Cincinnati at San Jose 
Chicago at Los Angeles FC 
Sunday’s game 

Atlanta at Sporting Kansas City 


AP sportlight 


First Round 

Marcelo Demoliner, Brazil, and Divij 
Sharan, India, def. Rohan Bopanna, In¬ 
dia, and Dominic Inglot (1), Britain, 6-3, 
3-6, 12-10. 

Denys Molchanov, Ukraine, and Igor 
Zelenay, Slovakia, def. Marco Cecchinato 
and Andreas Seppi, Italy, 6-4, 6-2. 


Russell's WBC featherweight title; Juan 
Heraldez vs. Argenis Mendez, 10, super 
lightweights. 

May 19 

At Kobe, Japan, Felix Alvarado vs. 
Reiya Konishi, 12, for Alvarado’s IBF light 
flyweight title; Kenichi Horikawa vs. Ma- 
sashi Tada, 12, for Horikawa’s Japanese 
light flyweight title. 

May 25 

At Osceola Heritage Park, Kissimmee, 
Fla., Masayuki Ito vs. Jamel Herring, 12, 
super featherweight titles; Adam Lo¬ 
pez vs. Jean Carlos Rivera, 10, feather¬ 
weights; Jeyvier Contron vs. Koki Eto, 10, 
junior bantamweights; Adam Lopez vs. 
Jean Carlos Rivera, 10, featherweights. 

At MGM National Harbor, Oxon Hill, 
Md., Oleksandr Usyk vs. Carlos Takam, 
12, heavyweights. 

At Beau Rivage Resort & Casino, Bi¬ 
loxi, Miss., Austin Trout vs. Terrell Gau- 
sha, 10, super welterweights; Chordale 
Booker vs. Wale Omotoso, 10, super wel¬ 
terweights. 

At Madison Square Garden, New York, 
Anthony Joshua vs. Jarrell Miller, 12, 
for Joshua’s IBF/WBA/WBO/IBO heavy¬ 
weight titles; Khalid Yafai vs. Norbelto 
Jimenez, 12, for Yafai’s WBA World super 
flyweight title. 

At Madison Square Garden, New York, 
Gennady Golovkin vs. Steve Rolls, 12 
rounds, super middleweights. 


May 2 

1904 — Mrs. Charles Durnell becomes 
the first woman to own a Kentucky Der¬ 
by starter and winner when longshot 
Elwood wins the 30th Run for the Roses. 
Elwood is also the first Derby winner to 
be bred by a woman, Mrs. J.B. Prather. 

1917 — Fred Toney of the Cincinnati 
Reds and James “Hippo” Vaughn of the 
Chicago Cubs pitch a double no-hitter 
for nine innings, but the Reds win 1-0 
with two hits in the 10th. 

1939 — Lou Gehrig of the New York 
Yankees does not play against the De¬ 
troit Tigers at Briggs Stadium, ending 
his streak of 2,130 consecutive games 
played. 

1953 - Dark Star, 25-to-l longshot, 
wins the Kentucky Derby by beating 
7-10 favorite Native Dancer by a head. 
It’s Native Dancer’s first defeat after 11 
straight wins and the only defeat in 22 
career starts. 

1964 — Northern Dancer, ridden by Bill 
Hartack, wins the Kentucky Derby "by a 
neck over Hill Rise in a race record 2:00. 

1967 — The Toronto Maple Leafs beat 
the Montreal Canadians 3-1 to win the 
Stanley Cup in six games. 

1970 — Diane Crump becomes the first 
female jockey to ride in the Kentucky 
Derby. Her mount. Fathom, finishes 15tn 
in a field of 17. Dust Commander, with 
Mike Manganello aboard, wins the race. 

2001 — James Hylton, a 28-year-old 
construction worker from Keizer, Ore., 
bowls the fifth perfect 900 series in the 
106-year history of the sport. 

2002 — Mike Cameron hits four hom¬ 
ers and comes close to a record-setting 
fifth in leading the Seattle Mariners to a 
15-4 victory over the Chicago White Sox. 
Cameron and Bret Boone become the 
first teammates to both hit two home 
runs in the same inning. 

2002 — Patrick Lalime becomes the 
14th goalie in NHL history to record four 
shutouts in one postseason with his 27- 
save performance in Ottawa’s 5-0 defeat 
of Toronto. 

2009 - Mine That Bird, ridden by Cal¬ 
vin Borel, stuns the field by capturing the 
Kentucky Derby with a dynamic stretch 
run through the mud at Churchill Downs. 
Borel finds room along the rail deep in 
the stretch then pulls away to give the 
50-1 longshot one of the biggest upsets 
in the 135-year history of the Run for the 
Roses. Pioneer of the Nile holds off Mus¬ 
ket Man for second. 

2017 — Isaiah Thomas scores 53 points 
— the second-highest total in Celtics 
playoff history — to help Boston beat the 
Washington Wizards 129-119 in overtime 
and take a 2-0 lead in the best-of-seven 
Eastern Conference semifinals. 
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Semenya loses appeal 

CAS rules Olympic champ must supress natural 
testerone levels to compete in certain events 


By Graham Dunbar 

Associated Press 


This decision marks a massive turning 
point as it now redefines what a female 
athlete in particular is. f 

Natalie du Toit 

South African Sports Confederation and Olympic Committee 



Roger Sedres/AP 


Caster Semenya competes Saturday in South Africa. On Wednesday, 
Semenya lost her Court of Arbitration for Sport appeal against rules 
designed to decrease naturally high testosterone levels in some 


GENEVA — The sports world’s 
highest court ruled Wednesday 
that Olympic champion Caster 
Semenya and other female run¬ 
ners like her with unusually high 
testosterone must take medica¬ 
tion to reduce their levels of the 
male sex hormone if they want to 
compete in certain events. 

In a landmark 2-1 decision, the 
Court of Arbitration for Sport 
upheld proposed rules issued by 
track’s governing body, the lAAF, 
saying that they are discrimina¬ 
tory but that “such discrimina¬ 
tion is a necessary, reasonable 
and proportionate means” of 
“preserving the integrity of fe¬ 
male athletics.” 

The lAAF argued that unusu¬ 
ally high, naturally occurring lev¬ 
els of testosterone in athletes like 
Semenya with “intersex” char¬ 
acteristics that don’t conform to 
standard definitions of male and 
female give them an unfair com¬ 
petitive advantage, and it decreed 
a maximum level for females. 

The 28-year-old South African 



David J. Phillip/AP 


Runner Francine Niyonsaba, who 
has the same hyperandrogenism 
condition as Caster Semenya, 
said she believes the lAAF rules 
discriminate against her. 


runner whose sculpted biceps and 
super-fast, blow-away-the-com- 
petition times have led others to 
question her accomplishments 
declared she will not be stopped 
by the ruling. 

“I know that the lAAF’s regu¬ 
lations have always targeted me 
specifically,” Semenya said in 
a statement. “For a decade the 
lAAF has tried to slow me down, 
but this has actually made me 
stronger. The decision of the CAS 
will not hold me back. I will once 
again rise above and continue to 
inspire young women and athletes 
in South Africa and around the 
world.” 

The two-time Olympic cham¬ 
pion in the 800 meters will have 
to lower her testosterone levels if 
she wants to defend her world title 
in September in Doha, Qatar. 

Semenya was traveling to Doha 
on Wednesday for the first Dia¬ 
mond League track meet of the 
season, where she is expected to 
race in the 800 on Friday. The Di¬ 
amond League is an annual series 
of meets for the top athletes in the 
world, and the event is the last one 
before the new rules apply. 

Testosterone strengthens mus¬ 
cle tone and bone mass. Because 
of that, it is against the rules for 
athletes to inject or swallow tes¬ 
tosterone supplements. Some 
women have what is known as hy¬ 
perandrogenism, meaning they 
have naturally occurring levels 
that are unusually high. 

The IAAF rules require women 
to reduce their levels below 5 
nanomoles per liter of blood. Ac¬ 
cording to the lAAF, most fe¬ 
males, including elite athletes, 
have levels of testosterone circu¬ 
lating naturally in their bodies of 
0.12 to 1.79 nanomoles per liter, 
while men have levels that can be 


dozens or even hundreds of times 
higher — typically 7.7 to 29.4. 

Semenya’s level is considered 
private medical information and 
has not been disclosed. 

The South African Sports Con¬ 
federation and Olympic Commit¬ 
tee decried the ruling, saying, 
“We maintain that the rules are 
ill-thought and will be a source of 
distress for the targeted female 
athletes.” 

“This decision marks a massive 
turning point as it now redefines 
what a female athlete in particu¬ 
lar is,” said Natalie du Toit, head 
of the organization’s athletes com¬ 
mission, adding: “Knowing Cast¬ 
er and the hard work she has put 
into her sport, we support all her 
endeavors, and we are all behind 
her.” 

The lAAF went into the case 
arguing that female runners with 
high testosterone have an unfair 
advantage in events from 400 
meters to the mile. However, the 
court suggested that the lAAF 
apply the rules only up to the 800 
because the evidence was not 
clear that women with hyperan¬ 
drogenism have an edge in the 
1,500 meters. 

That could give Semenya a route 
to compete at the world champion¬ 
ships without taking medication, 
such as birth control pills. 

A further appeal is possible to 
Switzerland’s Supreme Court in 
Lausanne. But judges rarely over¬ 
turn decisions of the world sports 
court. 

Ross Tucker, a sports science 
consultant who testified on Seme¬ 
nya’s behalf and boasts of a Ph.D. 
in exercise physiology, said the 
scientific evidence that the fair¬ 
ness of women’s athletics is being 
compromised is insufficient to 
justify the rule. 


female runners. 

“Is the evidence strong enough 
and good enough to back the pol¬ 
icy? I don’t see good science hav¬ 
ing been followed here,” he said. 

Semenya was legally recog¬ 
nized at birth as female, but her 
speed and muscular body have 
led others to cast doubt on the 
integrity of her track achieve¬ 
ments throughout her career. As 
a teenager in 2009, she won her 
first world title in Berlin. Hours 
before the race, the lAAF had 
asked for Semenya to undergo a 
gender verification test. 

Semenya’s case was the second 
effort by the lAAF to regulate 
such athletes. In 2015, a panel 
including two of the same judg¬ 
es who heard Semenya’s case 
blocked the lAAF’s first attempt 
in an appeal brought by Indian 
sprinter Dutee Chand. 

The judges four years ago said 
the lAAF did not prove hyper- 
androgenic women gained a sig¬ 
nificant advantage, and invited 
the organization to submit new 
evidence. The lAAF produced a 
fresh scientific study. 


Semenya is not the only female 
athlete with high natural levels 
of testosterone but has become 
an unwilling face of the issue. 
Two weeks ago, Olympic silver 
medalist Francine Niyonsaba of 
Burundi confirmed she has the 
same hyperandrogenism as her 
rival in the 800. 

Referring to the rule, Niyon¬ 
saba said: “For me, it’s about 
discrimination. It doesn’t make 
sense. I didn’t choose to be born 
like this. What am I? I’m created 
by God.” 

At the 2016 Rio Olympics, Se¬ 
menya and Chand were publicly 
identified as women with high 
testosterone, but other athletes 
implied that other runners, in¬ 
cluding medalists in the 800 me¬ 
ters, also had elevated levels. 

“I think that we need separate 
events for them and for us,” said 
Nataliia Lupu of Ukraine said 
after running against Semenya. 
“You can see that it’s easy for 
them.” Semenya will “definitely 
win against us, even without 
using her full strength.” 


WADA gets doping samples from Russian lab 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

The World Anti-Doping Agency says 
it has gathered more than 2,200 samples 
from a Russian laboratory that can be used 
to potentially corroborate doping positives 
uncovered by an investigation into a mas¬ 
sive government-directed program de¬ 
signed to win Olympic medals. 

Obtaining the samples, along with data 
still being analyzed by WADA scientists, 
was a key goal for the agency as it tries to 
proceed with hundreds of cases from ear¬ 


lier in the decade. 

WADA announced Tuesday that it had 
retrieved 2,262 samples, split them into 
“A” and “B” collection bottles and shipped 
them to a lab outside of Russia for testing. 

Once the samples and underlying data 
behind them have been analyzed, WADA is 
expected to turn over evidence to interna¬ 
tional sports federations and national anti- 
doping agencies, which can bring forward 
cases. 

If those organizations don’t act on cases, 
WADA has the right to bring them to 
the Swiss-based Court of Arbitration for 


Sport. 

WADA’s director of intelligence and in¬ 
vestigations, Gunter Younger, said his five- 
person team “decided to take any and all 
samples that corresponded to data ... that 
was even remotely [suspicious], even where 
an anti-doping rule violation (ADRV) was 
not suspected.” 

Unknown is what percentage of cases 
the 2,262 samples represent; WADA has 
not provided that figure. But other samples 
that are not being removed from the lab 
will be stored there for a minimum of 2 
years in case new evidence appears. 


Regardless, the gathering of the samples 
is a success for WADA, which was heavily 
criticized for its decision to reinstate Rus¬ 
sia’s anti-doping agency before receiving 
the data and samples, as had been a pre¬ 
condition of reinstatement. Instead, WADA 
said the data had to be handed over by Dec. 
31, 2018, and the samples made available 
by June 30, 2019. Russia missed the first 
deadline by two weeks but did allow access 
to the data. 

Younger’s team is expected to present an 
update to the WADA board at its meeting 
May 16 
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North Carolina State quarterback Ryan Finley was taken by the Bengals in the fourth round of the draft. 


Not threatened at all 


Dalton OK with Bengals drafting quarterback 


By Joe Kay 

Associated Press 

CINCINNATI — Andy Dalton isn’t surprised that 
the Bengals moved up in the fourth round to take a 
quarterback. He doesn’t feel threatened, either. 

New coach Zac Taylor has made it clear that Dal¬ 
ton is the unchallenged starter as the Bengals tran¬ 
sition to a new offense. Cincinnati traded and moved 
up to take N.C. State’s Ryan Finley — a quarterback 
whose skills more closely resemble Dalton’s — in 
the fourth round on Saturday for a backup role. 

The Bengals hadn’t taken a quarterback so high 
in the draft since 2011, when they got Dalton in the 
second round. But Taylor made it clear to Dalton 
that the move doesn’t directly impact him. 

“Like they said, they’re trying to create some 
competition as a backup and that’s why you bring 
him in,” Dalton said Tuesday after a workout. “They 
obviously liked him, felt like he fit this system, and 
we had to get our [quarterback] numbers up.” 

At the outset, Finley will compete with fifth-year 
veteran Jeff Driskel for the No. 2 spot. Driskel start¬ 
ed the last five games last season after Dalton tore a 
ligament in his passing thumb. 

Dalton has two years left on his contract. Owner 
Mike Brown has raved about his leadership and per¬ 
formance, even though the Bengals have yet to win 
a playoff game behind him. Brown has repeatedly 


pointed out that Dalton led the Bengals to the play¬ 
offs five straight seasons, a franchise record. 

Dalton hadn’t made contact with Finley as of 
Tuesday. He’s planning to mentor him and help him 
learn Taylor’s offense, which is being installed dur¬ 
ing offseason workouts. 

“I’m learning this offense as well,” Dalton said. 
“Obviously I’ll be able to help him because I was 
a rookie quarterback at one point. I was a rookie 
quarterback that started, so I had the experience of 
being there.” 

Perhaps the biggest intrigue on offense is how 
the line stacks up after the Bengals took left tackle 
Jonah Williams in the first round and guard Michael 
Jordan in the fourth. 

Current left tackle Cordy Glenn hasn’t played 
guard since college. It’s unlikely the Bengals would 
move Williams to a guard spot and put the rookie in 
an unaccustomed spot to start his career. 

The coaching staff hasn’t yet provided the line¬ 
men with any clues as to its plans. Players expect 
some experimentation in minicamp and training 
camp. 

“Nobody knows,” Glenn said. “I’m pretty sure 
they have a plan in place. They’re probably going 
to move a couple of guys around and see a couple of 
different lineups and see what they really have and 
what’s the best unit to put on the field.” 


3 , 000 : Sabathia only 
3rd lefty to reach mark 


FROM BACK PAGE 

“It’s disappointing to lose, but 
tonight’s about celebrating the 
man in what’s been an amazing 
career,” Yankees manager Aaron 
Boone said. “To be a part of it was 
special.” 

Playing his final season, Sa¬ 
bathia became the first pitcher to 
reach 3,000 strikeouts since At¬ 
lanta’s John Smoltz in 2008, and 
joined Randy Johnson and Steve 
Carlton as the only lefties to do it. 

Wilmer Flores hit a solo homer 
and a run-scoring single off Sa¬ 
bathia. He allowed two runs and 
five hits, and struck out five be¬ 
fore being lifted with two on and 
one out in the sixth inning. 

“I was a baseball fan to¬ 
night,” Diamondbacks man¬ 
ager Torey Lovullo said. “What 
he did is a pretty amazing 
accomplishment.” 

Greinke (5-1) won his fifth 
straight game and stretched his 
scoreless innings streak to 18 be¬ 
fore Gleyber Torres’ run-scoring 
double in the fourth inning. 

Greinke allowed one run and 
five hits in 7% innings. He struck 
out seven and has 2,481 in his 
career to move past Jack Morris 
(2,478) for 38th all-time. 

“It was cool, nice facing him,” 
Greinke said of Sabathia. “Always 


like seeing what some guys have 
and what makes them good.” 

CC and Murphy: Sabathia did 
not want Murphy to be the victim 
of No. 3,000. It just worked out 
that way. 

Murphy spent three seasons 
with the Yankees and caught 62 
of Sabathia’s strikeouts, including 
No. 2,500 in 2015. 

“It just speaks to the pitcher 
that he is,” said Murphy, who jok¬ 
ingly asked Sabathia if he wanted 
him to sign the ball. “To do what 
he has been able to do the last 
few years after not being able to 
have the velocity that he had and 
a couple of knee injuries that he 
had, speaks to the kind of guy he 
is and the competitor he is.” 

Godley to bullpen: Lovullo 
shook up his starting rotation by 
sending struggling right-hander 
Zack Godley to the bullpen. 

A replacement in the rotation 
was not named. 

Godley is 1-2 with a 7.58 ERA 
with 18 walks in 29% innings. He 
lasted just 2% innings and gave 
up five runs his last start against 
the Chicago Cubs. 

Arizona also reinstated LHP 
T.J. McFarland (shoulder) from 
the 10-day injured list. The re¬ 
liever had been out since March 
25 after a steady 2018 season. 



Matt York/AP 


New York Yankees starting pitcher CC Sabathia hugs his son Carter 
after throwing his 3,000th career strikeout Tuesday during his 
team’s game against the Arizona Diamondbacks in Phoenix. 
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Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, May 2,2019 


MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 

East Division 

W L Pc 


14 15 


Tampa Bay 
New York 
Toronto 

Boston 13 17 

Baltimore 10 20 

Central Division 
Minnesota 17 10 

Cleveland 16 12 

Detroit 13 14 

Chicago 12 14 

Kansas City 9 20 

West Division 
Houston 18 12 

Seattie 18 14 

Texas 14 14 

Oakland 14 18 

Los Angeles 13 17 


433 5 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Philadelphia 16 13 .552 - 

New York 15 14 .517 1 

Atlanta 14 15 .483 2 

Washington 12 16 .429 3y2 

Miami 8 21 .276 8 

Central Division 

St. Louis 19 10 .655 - 

Chicago 15 12 .556 3 

Milwaukee 17 14 .548 3 

Pittsburgh 13 14 .481 5 

Cincinnati 12 17 .414 7 

West Division 

Los Angeles 20 12 .625 - 

Arizona 17 13 .567 2 

San Diego 17 13 .567 2 

Colorado 13 17 .433 6 

San Francisco 12 18 .400 7 

Monday’s games 
Boston 9, Oakland 4 
Minnesota 1, Houston 0 
Chicago White Sox 5, Baltimore 3 
Tampa Bay 8, Kansas City 5 
St. Louis 6, Washington 3 
Cincinnati 5, N.Y. Mets 4 
Atlanta 3, San Diego 1 
Milwaukee 5, Colorado 1 
San Francisco 3, L.A. Dodgers 2 
Tuesday’s games 

Baltimore at Chicago White Sox, ppd. 
Tampa Bay at Kansas City, ppd. 

Detroit 3, Philadelphia 1 
Boston 5, Oakland 1 
Cleveland 7, Miami 4 
Houston 11, Minnesota 0 
Pittsburgh 6, Texas 4,11 innings 
Arizona 3, N.Y. Yankees 1 

L.A. Angels 4, Toronto 3 
Chicago Cubs 6, Seattle 5 
St. Louis 3, Washington 2 
N.Y. Mets 4, Cincinnati 3,10 innings 
San Diego 4, Atlanta 3 
Milwaukee 4, Colorado 3 
L.A. Dodgers 10, San Francisco 3 
Wednesday’s games 
Oakland at Boston 
Tampa Bay at Kansas City 
Pittsburgh at Texas 
N.Y. Yankees at Arizona 
Baltimore at Chicago White Sox 
Tampa Bay at Kansas City 
Chicago Cubs at Seattle 
Detroit at Philadelphia 
Cleveland at Miami 
Baltimore at Chicago White Sox 
Houston at Minnesota 
Toronto at L.A. Angels 
St. Louis at Washington 
Cincinnati at N.Y. Mets 
San Diego at Atlanta 
Colorado at Milwaukee 
L.A. Dodgers at San Francisco 
Thursday’s games 

Houston (Peacock 2-1) at Minnesota 
(Berrios 4-1) 

Tampa Bay (Morton 3-0) at Kansas 
City (Duffy 0-1) 

Boston (Price 1-2) at Chicago White 
Sox (Giolito 2-1) 

Toronto (Sanchez 3-1) at L.A. Angels 
(Skaggs 2-2) 

Cincinnati (Mahle 0-3) at N.Y. Mets 
(Syndergaard 1-3) 

San Diego (Strahm 0-2) at Atlanta 
(Foltynewicz 0-0) 

Colorado (Gray 2-3) at Milwaukee 
(Peralta 1-0) 

St. Louis (Hudson 2-1) at Washington 
(Strasburg 2-1) 

Tuesday 

Cubs 6, Mariners 5 

Chicago Seattle 

ab r h hi ab r hbi 

Dscalso2b 5 111 Hnigerrf-cf 3 0 0 0 
Bryant dh 4 110 D.Sntn If-rf 5 0 2 0 

Rizzo lb 3 12 2 Encrnco lb 3 2 1 1 

J.Baezss 5 0 0 0 T.Bckhmss 5 110 

Bote 3b 4 110 Bruce dh 4 0 0 1 

Heyward rf 4 0 10 Healy3b 4 110 

Cntrrasc 4 12 0 Narvaez c 2 110 

Schwrbrif 3 112 Bishop cf 3 0 0 0 

AlmrJrcf 4 0 11 Vgibachph 0 0 0 0 

Moore pr-lf 0 0 0 0 

D.Grdon2b 4 0 2 1 

Totals 36 610 6 Totals 33 5 8 3 

Chicago 100 120 020-6 

Seattle 000 301 100-5 

E-J.Baez (4), Bote (4). DP-Chicago 3, 
Seattle 1. LOB-Chicago 7, Seattle 9. 2B- 
Bryant (10), Contreras (6), Do.Santana 
(7), T.Beckham (9), Healy (13). HR-Des- 
calso (2), Rizzo (6), Schwarber (4), Encar- 
nacion (8). SB—Rizzo (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Hamels 5'A 6 4 2 3 7 

Kintzler 1 11111 

Brach W,3-0 I'/s 0 0 0 2 0 

CishekS,l-l l'/3 1 0 0 12 

Seattle 

Hernandez 6 84418 

Rosscup % 0 0 0 1 1 

Brennan L,l-2 I'/s 2 2 2 0 2 

Sadzeck 1 00010 

HBP—by Hernandez (Rizzo), by 
Hamels (Narvaez). WP—Hernandez, Cis- 
hek. T-3:10. A-27,545 (47,943). 


Angels 4, Blue Jays 3 

Toronto Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sogard 2b 2 0 0 0 K.CIhun rf 4 0 0 0 

McKneyph-rf2 0 0 1 Trout cf 3 0 0 0 

Galvisss 4 110 Goodwin If 4 12 1 

Grichukef 4 0 2 0 Bourjos If 0 0 0 0 

Smoakdh 3 0 0 0 Simmons ss 4 12 0 

GrrrJr3b 2 0 0 0 Pujolsdh 4 0 0 0 

Hanson pr 0 0 0 0 LStlla3b 2 111 

Tellez lb 4 0 0 0 Fltcher3b 0 0 0 0 

Drury rf-2b 4 111 Lucroyc 3 112 

T.Hrnanlf 3 110 Bourlb 2 0 0 0 

Mailec 3 0 0 0 Rengifo2b 3 0 10 

Totals 31 3 5 2 Totals 29 4 7 4 

Toronto 000 120 000-3 

Los Angeles 000 300 Olx—4 

E—Maile (2). DP—Toronto 1, Los Ange¬ 
les 1. LOB—Toronto 4, Los Angeles 4.2B— 
T.Hernandez (3), Rengifo (2). HR—Drury 
(5), Goodwin (4), Lucroy (2). SB—Sim¬ 
mons (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Toronto 

Buchholz 5 6 3 3 2 3 

Gaviglio 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Mayza 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Tepera L,0-1 1 1110 0 

Los Angeles 

Canning 4V3 4 3 3 1 6 

Bedrosian VA 1 0 0 11 

Anderson 1 0 0 0 0 1 

ButtreyW,2-l 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Robles S,2-2 1 0 0 0 1 1 

WP-Buchholz, Canning. T-2:56. A- 
38,797 (45,050). 

Dodgers 10, Giants 3 

Los Angeles San Francisco 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

K.Hrnancf 5 12 2 Panik2b 4 110 

Seager ss 5 0 0 0 Solarte If 4 0 10 

J. Trner3b 4 2 2 1 Posey c 3 111 

Blingerrf 3 2 10 Kratze 10 0 0 

Verdugorf 0 0 0 0 Belt lb 3 111 

Freese lb 4 2 2 3 Lngoria3b 4 0 10 

Muncy 2b 4 10 0 B.Crwfrss 4 0 0 0 

C. TylorIf 4 112 Pillar cf 3 0 11 

A.Brnes c 4 112 Duggar rf 3 0 0 0 

Buehlerp 3 0 0 0 Pmeranzp 10 0 0 

Florop 0 0 0 0 Gottp 0 0 0 0 

Beaty ph 10 10 Parra ph 10 0 0 

Y.Grcia p 0 0 0 0 Blach p 10 0 0 

Bergen p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 371010 10 Totals 32 3 6 3 
Los Angeles 000 306 100-10 

San Francisco 010 002 000— 3 

DP-Los Angeles 1. LOB—Los Ange¬ 
les 5, San Francisco 3. 2B—C.Taylor (3), 

A. Barnes (3), Posey (10). 3B-Belt (2). HR- 

K. Hernandez (6), J.Turner (1), Freese (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

BuehlerW,3-0 5'/3 6 3 3 1 6 

Floro 1% 0 0 0 0 2 

Garcia 2 0 0 0 0 1 

San Francisco 

Pomeranz L,l-3 4 3 3 3 2 3 

Gott 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Blach 3'/3 7 7 7 3 1 

Bergen % 0 0 0 0 0 

T-2:45. A-32,017 (41,915). 

Diamondbacks 3, Yankees 1 

New York Arizona 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Gardner cf 4 0 10 A.Jonesrf 3 0 0 0 

Voit lb 3 0 0 0 KMrte cf-2b 4 110 

G.Sanchc 4 110 E.Escbr3b 4 13 0 

Torres ss 4 0 2 1 D.PrItalf 3 0 0 1 

Tuchmanrf 3 0 0 0 C.WIkerlb 3 0 0 0 

Maybinlf 3 0 10 G.HIInd p 0 0 0 0 

T.Estrd2b 3 0 0 0 Flores 2b-lb 3 1 2 2 

Wade 3b 3 0 0 0 Ahmed ss 3 0 10 

Sbathiap 2 0 0 0 J.Mrphyc 3 0 0 0 

Holder p 0 0 0 0 Greinkep 3 0 0 0 

Urshela ph 1 0 0 0 Chafin p 0 0 0 0 

Britton p 0 0 0 0 J.Dyson cf 0 0 0 0 

Totals 30 1 5 1 Totals 29 3 7 3 

New York 000 100 000-1 

Arizona 010 100 Olx—3 

DP—New York 1, Arizona 1. LOB—New 
York 3, Arizona 6.2B—G.Sanchez (2), Torres 
(7). K.Marte (5), E.Escobar 2 (9). HR-Flores 

(1). CS-Maybin (1). SF-D.Peralta (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Sabathia L,l-1 5'/3 5 2 2 2 5 

Holder 1% 0 0 0 1 1 

Britton 1 2 110 1 

Arizona 

GreinkeW,5-l 7% 5 1117 

Chafin H,4 '/3 0 0 0 0 1 

Holland S,6-6 1 0 0 0 0 1 

T-2:33. A-36,352 (48,519). 

Brewers 4, Rockies 3 

Colorado Milwaukee 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Dahl rf 3 0 0 0 Cain cf 4 0 10 

Story ss 4 0 0 0 Thames rf 3 0 0 0 

D. Mrphylb 2 110 Ju.Grrap 10 0 0 

Arenado3b 3 111 Haderp 0 0 0 0 
McMahon 2b 4 0 0 0 Mstakas2b 3 0 0 0 
Desmond cf 4 112 Grandalc 3 110 
Tapia If 3 0 10 T.Shaw3b 3 110 

M.RynIdph 1 0 0 0 Aguilar lb 3 113 
Woltersc 3 0 0 0 Gamel If-rf 3 110 
Marquez p 2 0 0 0 Arciass 3 0 10 
Hampson ph 1 0 0 0 Chacin p 10 0 0 

B. Shawp 0 0 0 0 Braun ph-lf 2 0 0 0 

Totals 30 3 4 3 Totals 29 4 6 3 

Colorado 000 000 003-3 

Milwaukee 000 001 30x-4 

DP—Colorado 1, Milwaukee 1. LOB— 
Colorado 4, Milwaukee 1. 2B—D.Murphy 
(3), Arenado (7), Gamel (5). HR-Des- 
mond (3), Aguilar (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

Marquez L,3-2 7 6 4 4 0 6 

Shaw 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Milwaukee 

Chacin W,3-3 6 2 0 0 3 1 

Guerra H,5 2'/3 1 2 2 16 

HaderS,7-7 35 1 110 2 

T-2:22. A-25,673 (41,900). 


Mets 4, Reds 3 (10) 

Cincinnati New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Peraza2b 4 0 11 McNeil 2b 5 14 1 

Votto lb 4 0 2 0 P.AInso lb 4 0 0 1 

E.Sarez3b 5 111 Nimmolf 3 0 0 0 

Puig rf 4 0 0 0 Broxton If 0 0 0 0 

Casali c 2 0 0 0 Cnforto rf 4 0 11 

Brnhartph-c 2 0 0 0 T.Frzer3b 4 111 
Ervin cf 2 0 10 Gagnon p 0 0 0 0 

Detrich ph-lf 1 0 0 0 W.Ramos c 4 0 0 0 

Winker If-cf 4 10 0 A.Rsrioss 3 0 2 0 

J. lgissss 5 12 0 Lagaresef 4 10 0 

L. Cstll p 3 0 0 0 J.Vrgas p 0 0 0 0 

Stphnsnp 0 0 0 0 Gsllman p 0 0 0 0 

A.Grrtt p 0 0 0 0 Do.Smth ph 1 0 0 0 

Hughes p 0 0 0 0 Familiap 0 0 0 0 

K. Frmerph 10 11 Zamora p 0 0 0 0 

Lrenzenpr 0 0 0 0 J..Dvis3b 1110 

Dav.Hrn p 0 0 0 0 

R.lgissp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 37 3 8 3 Totals 33 4 9 4 

Cincinnati 000 001 002 0-3 

New York 001 000 110 1-4 

E-McNeil (2), W.Ramos (3), J.Vargas 
(1). DP-Cincinnati 2, New York 2. LOB- 
Cincinnati 11, New York 6. 2B—Votto (7), 
McNeil (8), J..Davis (4). HR-E.Suarez (7), 
T.Frazier (2). SB-Peraza (4), Puig (3), 
A.Rosario (3). CS-Ervin (1). SF-P.AIonso 

(1) . S-J.Vargas (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Cincinnati 

Castillo 635 5 2 2 3 7 

Stephenson 35 1 110 2 

Garrett V) 1 0 0 0 1 

Hughes 'AO 0 0 0 0 

Hernandez 1 00002 

Iglesias L,l-4 V5 2 110 0 

New York 

Vargas S'/b 3 113 5 

Gsellman 135 1 0 0 1 3 

FamiliaBS,2 135 4 2 2 1 3 

Zamora 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Gagnon W,l-0 VA 0 0 0 0 2 

Zamora pitched to 1 batter in the 9th 
HBP—by Gagnon (Dietrich). WP—Cas¬ 
tillo. T-3:24. A-20,836 (41,922). 

Cardinals 3, Nationals 2 

St. Louis Washington 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

M. Crpnt3b 4 0 0 0 Eaton rf 5 12 1 

Gldschmlb 5 0 0 0 V.Rblescf 4 111 

Delong ss 3 110 J.Sotolf 4 0 10 

Ozunalf 4 0 0 0 M.Adams lb3 0 1 0 

J.Mrtin rf 3 12 0 Suzuki c 3 0 10 

Gantp 0 0 0 0 J.Ross p 0 0 0 0 

A.MIIerp 0 0 0 0 C.Kboomss 4 0 0 0 

Molina c 3 10 0 B.Dzier2b 4 0 0 0 

Wong 2b 4 0 2 1 Difo3b 2 0 0 0 

Bader cf 4 0 12 Brreigh p 0 0 0 0 

Wnwrghtp 3 0 0 0 Innings p 0 0 0 0 

T.Webbp 0 0 0 0 Gomes c 10 0 0 

O’Neill rf 10 10 A.Sanch p 2 0 0 0 

Suero p 0 0 0 0 

Sippp 0 0 0 0 

Kndrick3b 2 0 10 

M. Tylor pr 0 0 0 0 

Totals 34 3 7 3 Totals 34 2 7 2 

St. Louis 000 300 000-3 

Washington 002 000 000-2 

E-Wong (3). DP-St. Louis 1. LOB-St. 
Louis 8, Washington 9. 2B—Delong (14). 
HR-Eaton (2), V.Robles (5). SB-Wong 
(5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

St. Louis 

WainwrightW,3-2 6'/3 6 2 2 2 5 

Webb H,3 35 0 0 0 0 0 

GantH,6 VA 1 0 0 0 2 

Miller S,l-2 35 0 0 0 0 1 

Washington 

Sanchez L,0-4 5 5 3 3 2 7 

Suero 1 1 0 0 0 3 

Sipp 35 0 0 0 0 2 

Barraclough 135 0 0 0 1 2 

lennings 35 1 0 0 1 1 

Ross '/3 0 0 0 0 0 

T.Webb pitched to 1 batter in the 
8th HBP—by Wainwright (Suzuki), by 
Wainwright (Robles). T-3:09. A-19,753 
(41,313). 

Indians 7, Marlins 4 

Cleveland Miami 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Lindorss 5 12 0 Grndrsn If 3 111 

L. Mrtincf 5 10 0 Wallach ph 10 0 0 

Ramirez 3b 4 0 0 0 Prado3b-lb5 1 2 1 

C.Sntnalb 5 2 3 2 Bri.And rf 3 0 11 

C.Gnzal rf 3 2 13 S.Cstro 2b 4 0 0 0 

Kipnis2b 3 0 10 Alfaro c 3 0 0 0 

Bauersif 3 111 Cooper lb 10 0 0 
R.Perezc 3 0 10 Brti pr-ss-3bl 0 0 0 
Bauer p 2 0 0 0 Rojs ss-lb-ss3 110 

M. Frmanph 0 0 0 1 Giloway cf 4 10 0 

Wttgren p 0 0 0 0 AIcntra p 10 0 1 

Handp 0 0 0 0 N.Andrs p 0 0 0 0 

N. WIkerph 10 0 0 

Conley p 0 0 0 0 

Kinleyp 0 0 0 0 

J.Grciap 0 0 0 0 

R.Hrrraph 10 0 0 

Totals 33 7 9 7 Totals 31 4 5 4 
Cleveland 024 000 010-7 

Miami 120 100 000-4 

E—Prado (1), Alcantara (2). DP—Cleve¬ 
land 1. LOB-Cleveland 6, Miami 7. 2B- 
Prado (4). HR—C.Santana (3), C.Gonzalez 

(2) , Granderson (4). SB—Lindor (1), 
Ramirez (9). SF—Bauers (1), M.Freeman 
(1). S-R.Perez (1), Bauer (1), Alcantara 
( 1 ). 

IP H 

Cleveland 

Bauer W,4-l 7 4 4 4 4 10 

Wittgren H,2 1 10 0 11 

Hand S,9-9 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Alcantara L,l-3 5'/3 7 6 4 3 1 

Anderson 35 0 0 0 0 2 

Conley 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Kinley 1 1110 1 

Garcia 1 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP—by Bauer (Cooper). WP—Bauer, 
Kinley. T-2:56. A-7,247 (36,742). 



Curtis Compton, Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP 


The Padres Eric Hosmer, left, celebrates his home run with Franmil 
Reyes during the sixth inning Tuesday against the Braves in Atlanta. 


Red Sox 5, Athletics 1 

Oakland Boston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Semienss 4 0 0 0 Bnntndi If 4 0 0 0 
Grssman If 3 111 Betts rf 4 12 1 

M.Chpmn3b 4 0 0 0 Mrtinezdh 4 10 0 

K.Davisdh 3 0 0 0 Bgaertsss 3 0 0 0 

Pscottyrf 3 0 0 0 Devers3b 4 0 11 

Morales lb 4 0 0 0 Chavis 2b 4 2 2 0 

Pinder2b 3 0 0 0 Mreland lb 3 112 

Lureanocf 3 0 10 BrdlyJcf 4 0 0 0 

Hundley c 3 0 10 Leone 2 0 11 

Totals 30 1 3 1 Totals 32 5 7 5 

Oakland 000 000 001-1 

Boston 110 210 OOx-5 

E—Laureano (2). LOB—Oakland 5, Bos¬ 
ton 6. 2B-Hundley (1), Devers (8). HR- 
Grossman (3), Betts (6), Moreland (8). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Oakland 

Brooks L,2-3 4'/3 6 5 4 3 2 

Hendriks 2'/3 1 0 0 0 2 

Buchter V5 0 0 0 0 1 

Soria 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Boston 

PorcelloW,2-3 8 2 0 0 2 8 

Thornburg 1 11111 

T-2:34. A-31,754 (37,731). 

Padres 4, Braves 3 

San Diego Atlanta 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

G.Grcia2b 3 10 0 Albies2b 4 0 0 0 
Stammen p 0 0 0 0 D.Swnsn ss 4 1 10 

Yates p 0 0 0 0 F.Frman lb 4 0 0 0 

F.Reyesrf 4 2 3 3 AcnJr.cf 4 0 11 

Machado ss 4 0 1 0 Mrkakis rf 3 110 

Hosmer lb 4 12 1 Camargo3b4 110 
France 3b 4 0 0 0 B.McCnn c 3 0 2 0 

Myers If 3 0 0 0 CIbrson pr 0 0 0 0 

F.Mejiac 3 0 0 0 Joyce If 4 0 2 2 

Margot cf 3 0 0 0 Teheran p 2 0 0 0 

Paddackp 2 0 0 0 Incarte ph - “ " “ 

..I—..— A „ A n vvinklerp 

Dayton p _ _ 

Flowers ph 1 0 0 0 

Totals 31 4 6 4 Totals 34 3 8 3 

San Diego 101 002 000-4 

Atlanta 020 000 010-3 

DP-Atlanta 2. LOB-San Diego 1, At¬ 
lanta 6. 2B—F.Reyes (3), D.Swanson (6). 
HR-F.Reyes 2 (8), Hosmer (5). CS-Cul- 
berson (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Diego 

PaddackW,2-l 6 4 2 2 1 5 

WingenterH,7 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Stammen H,9 1 2 110 1 

Yates S,14-14 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Atlanta 

Teheran L,2-4 7 5 4 4 1 8 

Winkler 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Dayton 1 1 0 0 0 0 

HBP-by Wingenter (McCann). WP- 
Teheran. T-2:42. A-1" ’ "" 


-18,626 (41,149). 


Astros 11, Twins 0 

Houston Minnesota 

ab r h bi ab i 

Sprngerrf 5 2 2 2 Kepler rf 3 ( 


B SO 


Pirates 6, Rangers 4 (11) 

Pittsburgh Texas 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

A. Frzer2b 6 2 2 1 Choo If 5 0 2 0 

S.Martecf 6 112 Da.Sntn ph 10 0 0 

G.PIncorf 5 0 10 Odor 2b 5 10 0 

Bell lb 5 0 2 2 Andrus ss 4 110 

Me.Cbrrdh 4 0 10 Mazararf 5 0 0 0 

Shuck pr-dh 2 0 0 0 Pence dh 3 10 0 

Moran 3b 5 0 2 0 Gallo cf 2 112 

Crvellic 0 0 0 0 A.Cbrra3b 5 0 12 

EI.Diazpr-c 4 0 10 Frsythe lb 5 0 2 0 

B. RynIdlf 5 2 2 1 Knr-FIfe 4 0 0 0 

C. Tckerss 5 12 0 

Totals 47 6 14 6 Totals 39 4 7 4 
Pittsburgh ODD 000 003 03-6 

Texas 000 200 010 01-4 

E-Choo (3). DP-Pittsburgh 1. LOB- 
Pittsburgh 11, Texas 9. 2B-Bell (8), 
EI.Diaz (1), B.Reynolds (5). HR-S.Marte 

(3), B.Reynolds (1), Gallo (10). SB-Odor 
(2), Andrus (6). CS-Odor (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


hbi 


Altuve2b 4 110 J.PInt_„ _ _ _ 

White lb 2 110 Cruzdh 3 0 0 0 

Bregman3b 5 111 Caveph-dh 10 0 0 
Brntleylf 5 2 3 0 E.Rsriolf 4 0 0 0 

Correa ss 3 0 2 3 C.Cron lb 4 0 0 0 

T.Kemp pr-2b 110 0 Schoop 2b 4 0 10 
Reddick dh 5 0 3 1 Adranza3b 2 0 0 0 

Diaz lb-2b-ss4 0 0 1 J.Cstroc 3 0 0 0 

R.Chrnsc 4 110 Buxton cf 3 0 0 0 
Mrsnickef 4 2 12 

Totals 421115 10 Totals 29 0 3 0 
Houston 001 024 040-11 

Minnesota 000 000 000— 0 

E-J.Polanco (4), C.Cron (2). DP-Hous- 
ton 1. LOB—Houston 12, Minnesota 7. 
2B-Springer (7), Altuve (3), Brantley (7), 
Correa (9), Kepler (5). HR—Springer (9), 
Bregman (5), Marlsnick (2). SB—Marls- 
nlck (1). SF—Correa (1), A.DIaz (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

ColeW,2-4 7 1 0 0 3 11 

James 1 1 0 0 2 1 

Devenski 1 1 0 0 0 0 


5 9 5 5 1 2 

2 3 2 2 0 3 

Mejia '/3 1 4 3 3 1 

Harper ?5 1 0 0 0 0 

Romero 1 10 0 12 

Pineda pitched to 2 batters in the 6th 
HBP-by Pineda (Marisnick). WP-Cole. 
T-3:18. A-12,181 (38,649). 


Pittsburgh 

Lyles 4 3 2 2 4 5 

Brault 2 1 0 0 0 3 

Feliz P/5 0 1 0 2 3 

Liriano 'AO 0 0 10 

Kela 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Crick W,l-1 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Vazquez S,7-7 1 2 110 1 

Texas 

Sampson 515 5 0 0 0 5 

Martin H,1 'A 1 0 0 0 1 

Kelley H,4 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Martin H,5 110 0 12 

Leclerc BS,2 1 4 3 3 0 2 

Chavez L,0-1 115 2 3 2 1 1 

Jurado 'AO 0 0 0 0 

HBP-by Sampson (Cervelli). T-4:14. 
A-18,641 (49,115). 

Tigers 3, Phiiiies 1 

Detroit Philadelphia 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Cndlrio3b 4 0 0 0 MeCtehn cf 3 1 1 0 

Cstllnsrf 5 12 0 Segura ss 4 0 0 0 

Mi.Cbrrlb 4 111 B.Hrperrf 4 0 0 0 

Goodrum If 3 112 Hoskins lb 3 0 1 1 

Ro.RdriZb 4 0 10 Ralmutoc 3 0 10 

Greiner c 3 0 0 0 N.WIImsIf 3 0 0 0 

Mercer ss 4 0 10 C.Hrnan2b 4 0 10 

J.Jonescf 3 0 0 0 Franco 3b 4 0 0 0 

Trnbull p 3 0 0 0 VIsquez p 10 0 0 

V.AIcanp 0 0 0 0 E.Ramos p 0 0 0 0 

J.Jmenzp 0 0 0 0 Gsselinph 10 0 0 

H.Cstroph 10 10 Nicasiop 0 0 0 0 
S.Grenep 0 0 0 0 Dmingezp 0 0 0 0 

Knapp ph 10 0 0 
Morgan p 0 0 0 0 

Nerisp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 34 3 7 3 Totals 31 1 4 1 

Detroit 003 000 000-3 

Philadelphia 100 000 000-1 

E—B.Harper (2), Ro.Rodriguez (2). 
DP-Philadelphia 1. LOB-Detroit 8, 

Philadelphia 7. 2B—Castellanos (10), 
C.Hernandez (6). 3B—Ro.Rodriguez (1). 
HR—Goodrum (3). SB—McCutchen (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Detroit 

Turnbull W,2-2 6 3 1 1 2 5 

Alcantara H,6 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Jimenez H,6 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Greene S,12-12 1 1 0 0 0 3 

Philadelphia 

Velasquez L,l-1 315 6 3 3 3 7 

Ramos 'AO 0 0 0 0 

Nicasio 2 0 0 0 1 2 

Dominguez 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Morgan 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Neris 1 1 0 0 0 1 

HBP-by Turnbull (Williams), by Turn- 
bull (Realmuto). WP-TurnbuM 3. T-3:10. 
A-31,759 (43,647). 

Leaders 

American League 

ERA— Stroman, Toronto, 1.43; Shoe¬ 
maker, Toronto, 1.57; Glasnow, Tampa 
Bay, 1.75; Sanchez, Toronto, 2.32; Bauer, 
Cleveland, 2.46; Verlander, Houston, 2.46; 
Turnbull, Detroit, 2.53; Snell, Tampa Bay, 
2.54; German, New York, 2.56; Morton, 
Tampa Bay, 2.76. 

American League 

ERA— Davies, Milwaukee, 1.38; Cas¬ 
tillo, Cincinnati, 1.45; Paddack, San Di¬ 
ego, 1.91; Musgrove, Pittsburgh, 2.06; 
Smith, Miami, 2.17; Fried, Atlanta, 2.30; 
Lyles, Pittsburgh, 2.42; Samardzija, San 
Francisco, 2.53; Marquez, Colorado, 2.94; 
Hamels, Chicago, 3.19. 
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Angels' Canning shines in big-league debut 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Griffin Canning 
and Vladimir Guerrero Jr. both made 
some of their earliest baseball memories 
up in the stands at Angel Stadium. 

When the Angels right-hander and the 
Blue Jays slugger both stepped onto the 
Big A field as big leaguers for the first time 
Tuesday night, they created a few memo¬ 
ries of their own before Brian Goodwin 
won it for the Halos. 

Goodwin hit a tiebreaking homer in the 
eighth inning, and Canning struck out six 
while pitching into the fifth inning of his 
mgjor league debut in Los Angeles’ 4-3 vic¬ 
tory over Toronto. 

Canning got his first big league start in 
Guerrero’s first road game in the majors, 
and both touted prospects got plenty of 
love from the Angels crowd. The fans were 
aware of the significance of the moment, 
both because of these youngsters’ potential 
and their ties to Anaheim. 

“It’s pretty cool being the hometown kid,” 
said Canning, an Orange County native. “I 
grew up watching the Angels, so to be in 
this clubhouse ... and that was actually my 
first time playing on this field. I thought I 



Chris Carlson/AP 


Angels starting pitcher Griffin Canning 
made his major league debut Tuesday 
against the Blue Jays in Anaheim, Calif. 

did a pretty good job keeping it simple and 
not making it bigger than it was.” 

Canning retired his first 10 batters and 
struck out five straight at one point during 
the most anticipated Angels pitching debut 
in several years. The former UCLA star 
is the most promising rotation prospect 
to emerge purely from Los Angeles’ once- 


ravaged farm system in recent seasons, 
and he allowed four hits and a walk with 
clearly impressive stuff 

“That’s probably one of the best debuts 
I’ve ever caught,” said Jonathan Lucroy, 
marveling at his 22-year-old pitcher’s 
89-mph sliders. “The kid has got a bright 
future.” 

Guerrero went O-for-2 with two walks 
while playing the first road game of his 
career in his Hall of Fame father’s home 
ballpark. 

Angel Stadium also gave several warm 
ovations to Guerrero, who spent his sum¬ 
mers in Orange County during his father’s 
six seasons with the Halos. While he didn’t 
get a hit, Vladimir Jr. made a stellar defen¬ 
sive play at third base to rob Albert Pujols 
of a probable hit. 

“I’m just excited for him, and excited 
for Vladdy (Sr.),” Angels star Mike Trout 
said. “I think he deserves to be here. He’s a 
great young prospect. It’s going to be excit¬ 
ing to see him this year.” 

Vladimir Jr. has fond memories of An¬ 
gels games and Disneyland trips before he 
began the baseball career that led to his 
ballyhooed big league debut last week in 
Toronto. 

Vlad Sr. didn’t attend this game in Ana¬ 


heim, saying he wanted the spotlight solely 
on his son. 

Canning had a suite full of friends and 
family, along with his high school’s base¬ 
ball team and untold dozens of friends in 
the stands. 

Vlad Jr. struck out and grounded out 
to shortstop in his two at-bats against 
Canning, who didn’t allow a baserunner 
until Freddy Galvis’ one-out single in the 
fourth. 

“The kid was good first couple of in¬ 
nings,” Toronto manager Charlie Montoyo 
said of Canning. “He had a good cutter. It 
was moving pretty good. He was expand¬ 
ing the zone.” 

Guerrero drew a leadoff walk in the 
ninth inning, but Hansel Robles got three 
quick outs for his second save. 

The Blue Jays had retired 11 straight 
Angels before Goodwin connected off 
Ryan Tepera (0-1) for the fourth homer of 
his strong start with Los Angeles. 

Lucroy hit a two-run homer off Clay Bu- 
chholz for the Angels, who have won four 
of five after struggling through the previ¬ 
ous two weeks. 

“I tried to go in, and he pulled it,” Buch- 
holz said of Lucroy’s homer. “The guys got 
us back into the game.” 


Roundup 


Reynolds boosts Pirates with first career homer 



Tony Gutierrez/AP 


The Pirates’ Elias Diaz, left, Keone Kela, right, and teammates 
congratulate Bryan Reynolds, center, on his solo home run in the 
11th inning Tuesday against the Rangers in Arlington, Texas. 


Associated Press 

ARLINGTON, Texas — When 
Bryan Reynolds led off the 11th 
inning with his first career homer, 
everybody on the Pittsburgh Pi¬ 
rates’ bench erupted in celebra¬ 
tion. They were all quiet by the 
time the rookie rounded the bases 
and got back to the dugout. 

“We were all like so quick to 
hop up and jump up and down, 
then someone said (silent treat¬ 
ment) and we all knew why,” said 
Josh Bell, who came home and 
tied the score against the Texas 
Rangers with a two-run double in 
the ninth. 

Reynolds put the Pirates ahead 
with his blast to the hill in center 
field off Jesse Chavez (0-1), and 
Starling Marte then added a two- 
run homer as the Pirates ended 
their eight-game losing streak 
with a 6-4 win Tuesday night. 

“I kind of blanked out, and then 
I realized what was going on,” 
Reynolds said. 

The Pirates were scoreless until 
getting three runs in the ninth off 
closer Jose Leclerc that Reynolds 
started with a double. 

“Puts a big smile on your face. 
I mean, he had a double off the 
glove to keep the hitting streak 
alive and then he puts an excla¬ 
mation point on the end of his 
night,” manager Clint Hurdle 
said. “Marte puts an exclamation 
point on the end of his night for 
a guy that’s been out 10, 11 days, 
hadn’t seen any live pitching. ... 
But for Reynolds, what a charge. 
His first RBI. First home run. Off 
a veteran pitcher, a good pitcher. 
Pretty swing.” 

Reynolds has hit safely in all 
eight of his games since his big 
league debut April 20, when the 


outfielder was called up the same 
day Marte was put on the injured 
list with bruises to his abdominal 
wall and ribs. 

Marte played his first game 
since he was involved in a full- 
speed collision with shortstop 
Erik Gonzalez on April 19 that 
sent both players to the injured 
list — Gonzalez broke his collar¬ 
bone and is on the 60-day injured 
list. 

Brewers 4, Rockies 3: Jesus 
Aguilar homered again and host 
Milwaukee broke through late for 
the victory over Colorado. 

Jhoulys Chacin (3-3) pitched 
six scoreless innings for the 
Brewers. Milwaukee has won 12 
of its last 14 against Colorado, in¬ 
cluding a sweep in last season’s 
NL Division Series. 

The Brewers again played with¬ 
out NL MVP Christian Yelich, 
who sat out with lower back 
soreness for the second straight 
game. 

Astros 11, IVvins 0: Gerrit Cole 
allowed one hit in seven innings, 
and visiting Houston backed him 
with three homers. 

Cole (2-4) gave up his only hit 
in the sixth inning while the As¬ 
tros broke out offensively to win 
a meeting of division leaders and 
snap Minnesota’s four-game win¬ 
ning streak. 

George Springer, Jake Maris- 
nick and Alex Bregman went 
deep for Houston. 

Cole struck out 11 and walked 
three, including the first two bat¬ 
ters of the game. Josh James and 
Chris Devenski completed the 
three-hitter. 

Mets 4, Reds 3 (10): Rookie 
Pete Alonso hit a sacrifice fly off 
Cincinnati closer Raisel Iglesias 
in the 10th inning, and host New 


York rebounded from a blown 
ninth-inning lead. 

J.D. Davis doubled to left-cen¬ 
ter to cap a 10-pitch at-bat leading 
off the 10th against Iglesias (1-4). 
Jeff McNeil singled sharply to put 
runners at the corners with his 
fourth hit of the game. 

Dodgers 10, Giants 3: David 
Freese hit a three-run homer and 
Justin Turner went deep for the 
first time this season, powering 
visiting San Francisco. 

Kike Hernandez also con¬ 
nected, and Walker Buehler (3-0) 
pitched into the sixth inning to re¬ 
main unbeaten in six starts. 

Dodgers slugger Cody Bell¬ 
inger singled, walked and scored 
twice, but was denied in his bid 
to break the m^or league record 
for most home runs before May 
1. Bellinger has 14 homers so far 
this season. He had already set 
the record for most RBIs before 
May 1 with 37. 

Cubs 6, Mariners 5: Kyle 
Schwarber hit a two-run homer 
with two out in the eighth, and 
visiting Chicago earned its third 
consecutive victory. 

Daniel Descalso and Anthony 
Rizzo also homered for Chicago. 
Brad Brach (3-0) pitched IVs in¬ 
nings for the win, and Steve Cis- 
hek got four outs for his first save 
of the season. 

Red Sox 5, Athletics 1: Rick 
Porcello pitched eight shutout 
innings and struck out a season- 
high eight as host Boston beat 
Oakland. 

Porcello (2-3) allowed only two 
hits and walked two while win¬ 
ning his second straight start. 

Indians 7, Marlins 4: Car¬ 
los Gonzalez hit a tiebreaking 
three-run homer, only his second 
extra-base hit of the season, and 


Cleveland beat host Miami. 

Trevor Bauer (4-1) overcame a 
slow start to pitch seven innings. 
He allowed four runs and struck 
out 10. 

Tigers 3, Phillies 1: Miguel 
Cabrera had an RBI single and 
Niko Goodrum added a two-run 
homer to lift visiting Detroit past 
Philadelphia. 

Spencer Turnbull (2-2) pitched 
six strong innings as the Tigers 
snapped a four-game skid. 

Cabrera moved into a tie for 
68th all-time with 2,705 career 
hits 

Padres 4, Braves 3: Franmil 
Reyes homered twice and drove 
in three runs, Eric Hosmer also 
went deep and rookie Chris Pad- 
dack turned in another impres¬ 
sive start, leading San Diego past 
host Atlanta. 


Reyes homered on the 11th 
pitch of the game, followed by 
another solo shot in the sixth to 
break a 2-2 tie.Paddack (2-1) went 
six innings, surrendering only a 
two-out, two-run single to Matt 
Joyce in the second. 

Julio Teheran (2-4) became the 
ninth pitcher in Braves’ franchise 
history to start 200 games, but he 
had no answer for Reyes. 

Cardinals 3, Nationals 2: 
Adam Wainwright pitched neatly 
into the seventh inning, helping 
himself by kicking the ball over 
to first for a key out, and St. Louis 
beat host Washington. 

Harrison Bader drove in two 
runs and Kolten Wong had two 
hits as NL Central-leading St. 
Louis earned its fourth straight 
victory. It was the Cardinals’ 18th 
win in April. 
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Couture's hat trick leads Sharks past Avs 



David Zalubowski/AP 


Sharks Marc-Edouard Vlasic, left, Gustav Nyquist, center, and Logan 
Couture celebrate after Couture scored against the Avalanche during 
the third period of Game 3 of their second-round playoff series. 


By Pat Graham 
Associated Press 

DENVER — San Jose center 
Gustav Nyquist had a couple of 
special deliveries this week. 

On Monday, his wife gave birth 
to their first child. He rejoined 
the team Tuesday and assisted on 
Logan Couture recording his first 
career playoff hat trick. 

“Perfect timing,” the beaming 
new father said. 

Couture scored three times, 
including the go-ahead goal with 
7:10 remaining, and the Sharks 
beat the Colorado Avalanche 4-2 
to take a 2-1 lead in their Western 
Conference semifinal series. 

Nyquist flew to Detroit to wel¬ 
come his daughter, Charlotte, 
into the world. He returned to the 
team hours before the game and 
had two assists. 

“It’s been an emotional few 
days but an unbelievable feeling,” 
Nyquist said. 

Couture scored the winner 
when he sent a shot over the 
shoulder of Avalanche goaltender 
Philipp Grubauer. His goal was 
just 65 seconds after Matt Nieto 


tied the score. Couture sealed it 
on an empty-net goal with 29.5 
seconds remaining. Timo Meier 
also scored for the Sharks, who 
improved to 24-16 all-time in 
Game 3 of a series. 

Game 4 is Thursday in Denver. 

Martin Jones stopped 25 shots. 


Nathan MacKinnon also scored 
to help the Avalanche rebound 
from a 2-0 first-period deficit. 
Grubauer made 27 saves for Colo¬ 
rado, which snapped an eight- 
game home winning streak. 

“We worked hard. Maybe the 
bounces just weren’t there,” Ava¬ 


lanche captain Gabriel Landesk- 
og said. “In the playoffs you work 
for your bounces. You create your 
own luck and create your own 
chances.” 

The Avalanche went on the 
power play with 2:56 left when 
Couture was called for tripping. 
Colorado pulled Grubauer for an 
extra skater, but couldn’t take 
advantage. Couture wrapped 
it up with an empty-net goal to 
register the hat trick. It was the 
sixth playoff hat trick in Sharks 
franchise history and first since 
Devin Setoguchi during Game 3 
of the 2011 Western Conference 
semifinals. 

“I’d like to lie and say it doesn’t 
mean something,” Couture said. 
“But it was special.” 

Nieto tied the score when Sam¬ 
uel Girard sent a shot at him. 
Nieto managed to tip it in while 
jumping in the air. As the crowd 
was still buzzing. Couture made 
a nifty move to score and silence 
the building. Couture has a play- 
off-leading nine goals. 

“We haven’t won. So I don’t care 
what my numbers get to be,” Cou¬ 
ture said. “I could go this whole 


playoffs and have zero points and 
if we win the Stanley Cup I’ll be 
the happiest guy in this room.” 

Another thing that would bring 
a smile to his face? The return of 
captain Joe Pavelski, who didn’t 
travel with the team after being 
hurt in the Vegas series. 

“He’s our leader. We miss him 
right now,” Couture said. “We 
definitely miss him at times in the 
game. You’re looking around and 
hoping he’s here. We’re hoping to 
play as long as we can so he can 
come back and play with us.” 

Down 2-0, Grubauer kept the 
Avalanche within reach during 
the second period. He had a shot 
by Marc-Edouard Vlasic bounce 
off his glove and clang off the 
crossbar. Grubauer later stopped 
Evander Kane on a breakaway 
that energized the crowd. 

Late in the period and with 
San Jose on the power play, Brent 
Burns tried to send a pass up the 
ice, only to have it intercepted 
near center ice by defenseman 
Ian Cole. He dished it over to the 
speedy MacKinnon, who raced 
into the zone and beat Jones with 
a wrist shot. 


Bobrovsky shines again for Columbus 



Jay LaPrete/AP 


The Blue Jackets’ Sergei Bobrovsky makes a save against the Bruins during the third period 
of Game 3 of their second-round series on Tuesday in Columbus, Ohio. Columbus won 2-1. 


By Mitch Stacy 

Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — With Columbus hold¬ 
ing on to a two-goal lead late in the second 
period, Boston’s Brad Marchand snapped a 
shot from the top of the left circle. The puck 
rebounded and trickled dangerously in the 
blue paint before Sergei Bobrovsky stretched 
out and swept it away with his glove. 

Another big save for Bobrovsky, who has 
made a bunch of them in what has been an 
outstanding postseason so far. He finished 
with 36 stops in the 2-1 win over Boston on 
Tuesday night that gave the Blue Jackets a 
2-1 series lead in the Eastern Conference 
semifinals. 

Boone Jenner and Matt Duchene scored 
for the Blue Jackets, who won a second-round 
home game for first time in franchise history. 

Game 4 is Thursday night. 

Tuukka Rask had 32 saves for Boston. The 
Bruins’ only goal was a flukey one in the last 
minute of the second period, the only chink in 
an otherwise brilliant game by Bobrovsky. 

The Russian stopper withstood a flurry by 
Boston earlier in the second period, including 
the acrobatic save of the kind that has become 
almost routine for him in these playoffs. The 
Bruins pulled Rask with 2:11 left but couldn’t 
beat Bobrovsky with the 6-on-5 advantage. 

“I thought we stayed together in the third 
period,” Bobrovsky said. “Obviously they had 
a good push, we stood together, we worked for 
each other and we got rewarded.” 

Boston defenseman Brandon Carlo pre¬ 
dicted that the former Vezina Trophy winner 
won’t be able to keep it up. 

“The secondary saves that he’s making are 
very impressive, but he’s going to crack at 
some point,” Carlo said. “I have a lot of faith 
that we’re going to put pucks past him pretty 
soon. Credit to him today, but overall I don’t 
think it’s going to last.” 

Columbus overcame deficits twice to win 
Game 2 in overtime at Boston on Saturday but 
never trailed in Game 3. There were some big 
hits but the game was less testy than the pre¬ 
vious two meetings between the two teams in 
the postseason. 

The Blue Jackets struck late in the first peri¬ 


od when Jenner, skating left to right across the 
slot, slid the puck past Rask on the glove side 
before the goalie could adjust. The tally with 
1:23 left was Jenner’s first of the postseason. 

With Zdeno Chara in the penalty box for 
high-sticking Jenner in the face, the Blue 
Jackets swarmed for an extended time in 
front of the Boston net before Duchene tapped 
in another goal with 7:18 left in the second. 

Boston made it a one-goal game with 40 
seconds left in the middle period when in a 
knot of players in front the Columbus net, the 
puck trickled behind Bobrovsky and over the 
line. The goal initially was waved off by an of¬ 
ficial, but a video review determined that play 
hadn’t stopped before the puck slid in. Jake 


DeBrusk got credit for the goal. 

That was it for the Bruins. 

Their best opportunity to tie the score came 
with just under 9 minutes left when David Sa- 
vard went to the penalty box for tripping, but 
16 seconds later Patrice Bergeron was whis¬ 
tled for the same infraction, creating a 4-on-4 
and then a brief Columbus advantage. 

“I still think we had enough good looks to 
win the game,” Boston coach Bruce Cassidy 
said. “We hit two posts and a crossbar. (Bo¬ 
brovsky) stopped a lot of other good ones. 
Clearly we’d love to get into the slot a little 
more. 

All three of the games in the series have 
been decided by one goal. 


Scoreboard 


Conference semifinals 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Columbus 2, Boston 1 

Boston 3, Columbus 2, OT 
Columbus 3, Boston 2, 20T 
Tuesday: Columbus 2, Boston 1 
Thursday: at Columbus 

AFN-Sports2.1:30 a.m. Friday CET; 8:30 
a.m. Friday JKT 

Saturday: at Boston 
x-Monday, May 6: at Columbus 
x-Wednesday, May 8: at Boston 
Caroiina 2, N.Y. isianders 0 
Carolina 1, N.Y. Islanders 0, OT 
Carolina 2, N.Y. Islanders 1 
Wednesday: at Carolina 
Friday: at Carolina 
x-Sunday, May 5: at N.Y Islanders 
x-Tuesday, May 7: at Carolina 
x-Wednesday, May 8: at N.Y. Islanders 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
St. Louis 2, Daiias 1 
St. Louis 3, Dallas 2 
Dallas 4, St. Louis 2 
Monday: St. Louis 4, Dallas 3 
Wednesday: at Dallas 
Friday, May 3: at St. Louis 
x-Sunday, May 5: at Dallas 
x-Tuesday, May 7: at St. Louis 
San Jose 2, Colorado 1 
San Jose 5, Colorado 2 
Sunday: Colorado 4, San Jose 3 
Tuesday: San Jose 4, Colorado 2 
Thursday, May 2: at Colorado 
AFN-Sports2, 4 a.m. Friday CET; 11 
a.m. Friday JKT 

Saturday: at San Jose 
x-Monday, May 6: at Colorado 
x-Wednesday, May 8: at San Jose 

Tuesday 

Biue Jackets 2, Bruins 1 

Boston 0 1 0-1 

Columbus 1 1 0-2 

First Period—1, Columbus, Jenner 1 
(Harrington, Nash), 18:37. 

Second Period—2, Columbus, Duchene 
5 (Atkinson, Foligno), 12:42 (pp). 3, Bos¬ 
ton, DeBrusk 2 (Kuhiman, Krejci), 19:20. 

Shots on Goal-Boston 12-10-15-37. 
Columbus 10-17-7—34. 

Power-play opportunities—Boston 0 
of 2; Columbus 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Boston, Rask 5-5 (34 shots-32 
saves). Columbus, Bobrovsky 6-1 (37-36). 
A-19,337 (18,500). T-2:37. 

Sharks 4, Avaianche 2 

San Jose 2 0 2-4 

Colorado 0 1 1-2 

First Period—1, San Jose, Couture 7 
(Meier, Nyquist), 15:24.2, San Jose, Meier 
3, 18:42. 

Second Period—3, Colorado, MacKin¬ 
non 5 (Cole), 15:51. 

Third Period—4, Colorado, Nieto 4 
(Makar, Girard), 11:45. 5, San Jose, Cou¬ 
ture 8 (Nyquist, Meier), 12:50.6, San Jose, 
Couture 9 (M.Karlsson), 19:30. 

Shots on Goal—San Jose 13-13-5—31. 
Colorado 7-9-11—27. 

Power-play opportunities—San Jose 0 
of 4; Colorado 0 of 4. 

Goalies—San Jose, Jones 6-3 (27 
shots-25 saves). Colorado, Grubauer 5-3 
(30-27). 

A-18,106 (18,007). T-2:22. 
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NBA PLAYOFFS 


Durant lifts Warriors to 2-0 lead 



The Warriors’ Kevin Durant, right, defends Tuesday against the 
Rockets’ James Harden during Game 2 their second-round series in 


Scoreboard 


Conference semifinals 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
Eastern Conference 
Boston 1, Milwaukee 1 

Boston 112, Milwaukee 90 
Tuesday: Milwaukee 123, Boston 102 
Friday: at Boston 

AFN-Sports, 2 a.m. Saturday CET; 9 
a.m. Saturday JKT 
Monday: at Boston 

AFN-Sports, 1 a.ni. Tuesday CET; 8 
a.m. Tuesday JKT 

Wednesday, May 8: at Milwaukee 
x-Friday, May 10: at Boston 
x-Monday, May 13: at Milwaukee 
Toronto 1, Phiiadeiphia 1 
Toronto 108, Philadelphia 95 
Philadelphia 94, Toronto 89 
Thursday: at Philadelphia 
AFN-Sports: 2 a.m. Friday, CET; 9 a.m. 
Friday, JKT 

Sunday, May 5: at Philadelphia 
AFN-Sports, 9:30 p.m. Sunday CET; 4:30 
a.m. Monday JKT 

Tuesday, May 7: at Toronto 
x-Thursday, May 9: at Philadelphia 
x-Sunday, May 12: at Toronto 
Western Conference 
Goiden State 2, Houston 0 
Golden State 104, Houston 100 
Tuesday: Golden State 115, Houston 
109 

Saturday, May 4: at Houston 
AFN-Sports, 2:30 a.m. Sunday CET; 
9:30 a.ni. Sunday JKT 

Monday, May 6: at Houston 
AFN-Sports, 3:30 a.m. Tuesday CET; 
10:30 a.ni. Tuesday JKT 

x-Wednesday, May 8: at Golden State 
x-Friday, May 10: at Houston 
x-Sunday, May 12: at Golden State 
Denver 1, Portiand 0 
Denver 121, Portland 113 
Wednesday: at Denver 
Friday: at Portland 

AFN-Sports, 1 a.m. Monday CET; 8 a.m. 
Monday JKT 

Sunday, May 5: at Portland 
x-Tuesday, May 7: at Denver 
x-Thursday, May 9: at Portland 
x-Sunday, May 12: at Denver 

Tuesday 

Warriors 115, Rockets 109 

HOUSTON - Gordon 6-13 0-0 15, Tuck¬ 
er 3-5 4-4 13, Capela 5-7 4-8 14, Paul 6-14 
4-4 18, Harden 9-19 8-9 29, Faried 0-1 0-0 
0, Nene 0-0 0-0 0, G.Green 2-4 0-0 6, House 
Jr. 0-2 0-0 0, Shumpert 0-4 0-0 0, Rivers 5-8 
0-0 14. Totals 36-77 20-25 109. 

GOLDEN STATE - Iguodala 6-9 2-4 
16, Durant 9-22 8-10 29, D.Green 6-10 3-3 
15, Curry 6-16 5-5 20, Thompson 8-18 2-2 
21, McKinnie 1-3 0-0 2, Looney 1-1 0-0 2, 
Jerebko 2-4 0-0 4, Bogut 0-1 0-0 0, Livings¬ 
ton 3-7 0-0 6. Totals 42-91 20-24 115. 
Houston 20 29 26 34-109 

Golden State 29 29 24 33-115 

Three-point goals—Houston 17-40 
(Rivers 4-6, Tucker 3-5, Harden 3-7, Gor¬ 
don 3-7, G.Green 2-3, Paul 2-7, House Jr. 
0-1, Shumpert 0-4), Golden State 11-36 
(Durant 3-6, Thompson 3-9, Curry 3-13, 
Iguodala 2-5, McKinnie 0-1, D.Green 0-2). 
Fouled Out—Capela. Rebounds—Hous¬ 
ton 41 (Capela, Tucker 10), Golden State 
45 (D.Green 12). Assists-Houston 17 
(Paul 6), Golden State 24 (D.Green 7). 
Total Fouls—Houston 21, Golden State 
23. Technicals—Nene, D.Green. A—19,596 
(19,596). 

Bucks 123, Ceitics 102 

BOSTON - Tatum 2-10 1-2 5, Morris 6-8 
2-2 17, Horford 6-10 0-0 15, Irving 4-18 0-0 
9, J.Brown 5-12 6-7 16, Ojeleye 1-2 2-2 5, 
Hayward 1-5 2-2 5, Yabusele 2-2 2-3 6, Wil¬ 
liams III 1-2 2-2 4, Baynes 2-3 0-0 4, Rozier 
2-10 5-5 9, Wanamaker 2-4 2-2 7. Totals 
34-86 24-27 102. 

MILWAUKEE - Mirotic 3-10 2-2 9, An- 
tetokounmpo 7-16 13-18 29, Lopez 3-10 1- 
2 10, Bledsoe 7-12 4-4 21, Middleton 10-18 

1- 1 28, Ilyasova 1-4 2-2 4, Wilson 1-3 0-0 2, 
Frazier 1-2 0-0 2, Hill 3-6 2-2 10, S.Brown 
0-3 0-0 0, Connaughton 2-4 0-0 5, Snell 1-1 
0-0 3. Totals 39-89 25-31 123. 

Boston 30 25 18 29-102 

Milwaukee 25 34 39 25-123 

Three-point goals—Boston 10-28 
(Morris 3-4, Horford 3-5, Ojeleye 1-1, 
Wanamaker 1-1, Hayward 1-3, Irving 1-5, 
Baynes 0-1, J.Brown 0-2, Tatum 0-2, Rozier 
0-4), Milwaukee 20-47 (Middleton 7-10, 
Bledsoe 3-5, Lopez 3-8, Antetokounmpo 

2- 4, Hill 2-4, Snell 1-1, Connaughton 1-3, 
Mirotic 1-5, Ilyasova 0-1, Frazier 0-1, Wil¬ 
son 0-2, S.Brown 0-3). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Boston 45 (Rozier, Horford 
8), Milwaukee 54 (Connaughton 11). As¬ 
sists—Boston 19 (Irving 4), Milwaukee 22 
(Bledsoe 5). Total Fouls—Boston 23, Mil¬ 
waukee 24. A-17,536 (17,500). 

Calendar 

May 14 — Draft lottery, Chicago. 

May 14-19 — Draft combine, Chicago. 
May 30 - NBA Finals begin. 

June 16 — NBA Finals latest possible 
date. 

June 20 - NBA Draft. 


By Janie Mccauley 
Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — Kevin 
Durant and the Golden State War¬ 
riors brought it on both ends, kept 
their mouths shut and handled 
business at home against James 
Harden and the Rockets. 

Now, the two-time defending 
champions are headed to Hous¬ 
ton with a 2-0 lead in the Western 
Conference semifinal series. 

Durant scored 29 points and es¬ 
tablished an early defensive tone 
against Harden, leading the War¬ 
riors past the Rockets 115-109 on 
Tuesday night as the focus re¬ 
freshingly returned to basketball 
after two days of constant chatter 
about the officiating. 

“Tonight I think it was a great 
officiated game,” Golden State’s 
Draymond Green said. “They let 
us be physical, both teams, and 
they made the calls they needed 
to make. It was kind of disheart¬ 
ening for a game that I love since 
I was a child to see the talk over 
the last two days was nothing 
about basketball and everything 
about foul calls. Is that what this 
game is coming to?” 

Harden got hit in both eyes 
early but was able to return and 
finished with 29 points and seven 
rebounds 

“I barely could see,” said Hard¬ 
en, who was treated with eye 
drops. 

Boos regularly greeted both 
Harden and Chris Paul at deaf¬ 
ening Oracle Arena, where the 
Rockets complained after a 104- 
100 Game 1 defeat that the offi¬ 
cials missed foul calls when the 
Warriors closed out on Houston’s 
three-point shooters. 

Paul celebrated and cheered 
when Harden drew a foul on Du- 


Oakland, Calif. 

rant in the closing seconds of the 
third. Harden converted three 
free throws to pull Houston with¬ 
in 82-75 going into the final 12 
minutes. 

Harden scored seven straight 
Houston points during one stretch 
midway through the fourth, in¬ 
cluding a three at 7:25 that got the 
Rockets within 92-89. Stephen 
Curry connected for a key three 


at the 6:31 mark on the way to 20 
points. 

Harden’s eyes were still red 
and bothering him postgame. 

“It’s pretty blurry right now. 
Hopefully it gets better day by 
day,” Harden said. 

Klay Thompson scored 21 
points and hit consecutive three- 
pointers late in the third. Green 
had 15 points, 12 rebounds — 


three on the offensive end over 
two possessions in the opening 
quarter — and seven assists. 

Game 3 is Saturday in 
Houston. 

Players on both sides stayed 
poised with cool heads. 

“I felt like both teams, both 
coaches, just let the refs do their 
jobs all night,” Durant said. “I 
think the refs did an amazing job, 
the players did a great job, and 
the coaches.” 

Durant set a tone when he took 
an early charge from Harden and 
blocked one of his shots as Hous¬ 
ton committed five quick turn¬ 
overs that led to 10 points. Andre 
Iguodala, who also handled much 
of the load defending Harden, 
added 16 points, five rebounds 
and four assists. 

Curry dislocated his left mid¬ 
dle finger in the first quarter but 
X-rays were negative and he re¬ 
turned with it taped. 

Curry missed his first four 
three-point tries before hitting 
late in the first and played in foul 
trouble once more. He picked up 
his fourth with 6:43 in the third 
on a reach in, something he’s 
been working to stop doing. 

Harden injured his eyes with 
6:39 left in the first, grabbing at 
his face after he and Green fought 
for a loose rebound and Green’s 
left hand got Harden in the face. 

When Harden went to the 
locker room with 6:27 left and a 
towel over his left eye for a cut. 
Green patted him on the back anci 
checked to make sure he was OK. 
Harden returned at the 7:09 mark 
of the second. 

“That’s him. I didn’t have a 
doubt he was coming back unless 
it was something catastrophic,” 
coach Mike D’Antoni said. 


Giannis powers Bucks past Celtics 


By Charles F. Gardner 

Associated Press 

MILWAUKEE — Giannis Antetokounmpo 
attacked the rim, Khris Middleton connected 
from long range and Eric Bledsoe turned in 
an effective performance. 

The Milwaukee Bucks looked more like 
themselves in Game 2. 

Antetokounmpo had 29 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds and Middleton made seven of Milwau¬ 
kee’s franchise playoff-high 20 three-pointers, 
helping the Bucks even their second-round 
playoff series against the Boston Celtics with 
a 123-102 victory Tuesday night. 

Antetokounmpo, one of the top candidates 
for NBA MVP, went 7-for-16 from the floor 
and 13-for-18 at the foul line. It was an impor¬ 
tant turnaround for Milwaukee after he had 
22 points on 7-for-21 shooting in Game 1 on 
Sunday. 

Middleton finished with 28 points. Bledsoe, 
who was held to six points in the series opener, 
finished with 21 points and five assists. 

The Bucks led by as many as 31 points after 
a closely played opening half. Game 3 of the 
Eastern Conference semifinal series is Fri¬ 
day night in Boston. 

“I think that’s more what we’re accustomed 
to seeing,” Bucks coach Mike Budenholzer 
said. “I liked our spirit, our activity, our com¬ 
petitiveness all up and down the roster. Gi¬ 


annis and Khris and Bled really set a tone. 

“We need to capture that, take it to Boston 
with us and play that way up there.” 

Marcus Morris paced Boston with 17 points. 
Jaylen Brown had 16, and A1 Horford finished 
with 15. 

Kyrie Irving, who had 26 points and 11 as¬ 
sists in the Celtics’ 112-90 victory in Game 1, 
had nine points on 4-for-18 shooting. 

“We weren’t very good on either end,” coach 
Brad Stevens said. 

Milwaukee broke it open by outscoring Bos¬ 
ton 39-18 in the third quarter. Antetokounmpo 
scored 15 points in the period, including a 
three-pointer over Horford to give the Bucks 
an 81-71 lead with 5:33 left. 

Antetokounmpo tipped in his own miss and 
made another three to help Milwaukee pull 
away. The Bucks went on a 24-2 run to carry a 
98-73 lead into the fourth. 

“I think in Game 1 I didn’t do a good job 
finding my teammates,” Antetokounmpo said. 
“So of course I wanted to be aggressive, but 
then you’ve got to make the right plays. At the 
start of the game tonight, the right play was 
the pass.” 

Irving credited the Bucks’ defensive plan. 

“They did a great job of switching tonight 
and forcing me left,” Irving said. “I started 
the game off well getting downhill and setting 
an example for my teammates of how we want 
to play. I just didn’t put my stamp on that.” 
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The Bucks’ Giannis Antetokounmpo tries to 
drive past the Celtics’ Al Horford during the 
first half Tuesday in Milwaukee. The Bucks 
won 123-102 to tie the series at 1-1. 
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Sabathia reaches 
milestone for K’s 
in loss to Arizona 


By John Marshall 

Associated Press 


PHOENIX — CC Sabathia struck out a 
former teammate for No. 3,000 of his ca¬ 
reer, celebrated with the rest of the New 
York Yankees on the field and tipped his 
cap to the appreciative Arizona crowd. 

As the big left-hander walked toward the 
batter’s box, he looked up to see Carter Sa¬ 
bathia waiting in the front row. The father 
slid his massive frame through the net¬ 
ting and gave his youngest son a huge hug, 
followed by embraces with the rest of his 
family. 

After months of anticipation and three 
starts with his family in tow, Sabathia 
could finally celebrate a milestone only 16 
other players in 143 years of mgjor league 
baseball had accomplished. 

“It’s been a fun time these past couple 
weeks, these guys following around with 
me,” Sabathia said Tuesday night after 
becoming the 17th player in mgjor league 
history and third left-hander to reach 3,000 
career strikeouts. “It’s a special time.” 

The Yankees lost the game 3-1 to the 
Diamondbacks, thanks to a sterling per¬ 
formance by Arizona’s own ace, Zack 
Greinke. 

The night still belonged to Sabathia, the 
affable ace who can still dominate at 38. 

Sabathia (1-1) arrived in the desert need¬ 
ing three strikeouts to hit 3,000 and got 
them all in the third inning. 

The milestone whiff came when John 
Ryan Murphy, his former batterymate in 
New York, swung through a changeup, 
sending the Yankees spontaneously pour¬ 
ing out of the dugout. The crowd roared 
and continued cheering until Sabathia 
tipped his cap before hugging his kids. 

SEE 3,000 ON PAGE 27 


Matt York/AP 

Yankees starting pitcher CC Sabathia delivers to an Arizona Diamondbacks batter during the fifth inning Tuesday in Phoenbi. 
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